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IS BACK 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 
A MIRACLE cure for Apia-Leichhardt midfielder 


Alex Bundalo’s pelvic 
back on the park. 


The news is a 
tremendous boost for the 
club’s followers after a low 
key start to the 1988 


complaint will have him 


season. 

Coach Rale Rasic said: 
“He has been under treat- 
ment by the same New- 


By GREG RUSSELL 


castle doctor who did won- 
ders for former Socceroo 
Col Curran. 

“The improvement has 
been unbelievable. _It 
won't be long before he is 
in the team again.” 

A fit Bundalo will help 
turn Apia into a champion 
team once again. 


BRISBANE City Azzurri has vowed to “get even” with the West End National 
Soccer League for what it claims was standover tactics in taking $10,000 


from the transfer of Frank Mengotti to Lions last week. 


The cash was the first of 
two instalments for Men- 
gotti’s $20,000 move — 


FRANK MENGOTTI 


and there is every chance 
the NSL could take the re- 
maining $10,000 when it is 
paid by Lions in June. 

The money is to go to- 
wards paying off a $26,000 
debt the NSL claims is out- 
standing from City’s 10 
years in the National 
League, when ended with 
their relegation in 1986. 

City president Sam Pap- 
palardo, who says his club 
is not in financial strife, 
fought desperately to re- 
tain the transfer money. 

He only relented to 
hand over the cash when 
the NSL, with Australian 
Soccer Federation back- 
ing, threatened not to re- 
gister Mengotti. 


“This is a matter of prin- 
ciple, not of cash, the 
National League had no 
right to involve another 
club or use a player to get 
money. This is a matter be- 


«tween Brisbane City and 


the NSL only,” Pappalar- 
do said. 

Although — acknowled- 
ging a debt to the NSL, 
Pappalardo said his club 
would refuse to pay the 
$7000 interest the NSL has 
tagged onto City’s original 
$19,000 in outstanding 
dues. 


This story is continued on 
the Queensland pa: 
number fifteen > 


There is too much talent 
there for it to be otherwise. 

A recurrence of Rod 
Brown’s back injury has 
weakened the attack, but 
Gary Ward is fit again after 
being beaten up by a gang 
of hoodlums outside the 
Sydney Cricket Ground. 


Rasic can only see the 
way forward for Apia after 
posting up only two points 
from four matches. 

“We will soon be back 
on the road. Four cheap 
goals were given away to 
Sydney Croatia last week. 

“Tt hasn’t happened be- 
fore and it won’t happen 
again. 

“Humans made the mis- 
takes and humans will re- 
pair them.” 

Goalkeeper Tony Pez- 
zano won't bear the brunt 
of one bad performance. 

“The solution after a 
great two years is not to kill 
him off, rather it is to assist 
him,” he said. 

“Tf assistance does not 
help then we will find a 
cure.” 

Star midfielder Peter 
Tredinnick started train- 
ing late after a six week 
holiday in Europe. 

This is the type of situa- 
tion that the 1987 cham- 
pion club has had to live 
with. 

Who can say what 
heights they will reach if 
Bundalo, Rod Brown and 
Gary Ward are all ayail- 
able. 

This Sunday they are 
back to Lambert Park for a 
Spm kick off against Bris- 
bane Lions. 
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LONG SERVING Australian Soccer Federation 
chairman Sir Arthur George is confident that the 
Winfield Socceroos will acquit themselves suc- 
cessfully over the Olympic Games and Bicenten- 
nial Gold Cup campaigns. 


And he is no shirker 
when it comes to the con- 
troversy over whether 
Australia should use 
Liverpool’s Craig John- 
ston as a guest in the Gold 
Cup series. 

Only two days before 
leaving for Saudi Arabia 
for a FIFA executive meet- 
ing and the opening of the 
$60 million at Riad, he told 
ASW: “My aim is to have 
Australia win as many 
Gold cup games as 
Possible. 


AUSSIE PRODUCT: 
David Mitchell gets in 
a header. 


STOP 


PRESS 


THE Beach Fashions 


Cup clash between 
South Melbourne and 
Adelaide City set down 
for Olympic Park tonight 
has been postponed to a 
date to be fixed. 


“Craig Johnston must 
come into our plans along 
with David Mitchell, Jim 
Patikas, Chris Kalantzis 
and Eddie Krncevic. 


“Tl be talking to FIFA 
about ensuring that they 
assist us. 

“We have to show the 


SIR ARTHUR GEORGE 


world our products. It is a 
case of ‘Aussies, come 
home!" 

Dealing with the Olym- 
pic Games series, Sir 
Athur said he was very 
hopeful that the qualities 
of Australian players 
would come to the fore. 


“We went very well 
against Dinamo, and Pati- 
kas and Mitchell will add to 


our performance. 
“Our phobia against 
New Zealand must be laid 
aS to rest however. 


“We can beat teams who 
can destroy New Zealand 
and have to learn to handle 
them as well,” he stated. 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


AUSSIE PRODUCT: 

Craig Johnston with 

the coveted English 
FA Cup. 
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1. JEFF OLVER 
2. WALLY SAVOR 

3. GRAHAM JENNINGS 
4. CHARLIE YANKOS 
5. GARY McDOWALL 
6. PAUL WADE 
7. OSCAR CRINO 

8. MIKE PETERSEN 

9. GRAHAM ARNOLD 
10. FRANK FARINA 
11. JOHN KOSMINA 
12. MIKE GIBSON 
13. ALEX TOBIN 


14. SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 


15. ANDY KOCZKA 
16. CRAIG MOFFITT 


Koczka says: ‘Apprenticeship Is 


over EF 


By KEITHGILMOUR 


ANDY KOCZKA, the St a | 
= 


George captain at 23 


years of age, is about to 
scale the heights. 


Quite a youngster when 
he first broke into NSL 
ranks, he has filled out a lot 
and doesn’t seem as tall. 

But in those few years in 
club football he has seen 
action aplenty. 

In fact he is unquestion- 
ably one of the rarest breed 
of all rounders it is possible 
to see, in an age where spe- 
cialisation is nearly as ram- 
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pant as it used to be. 

Said Andy: “I’ve played 
in every position in the 
team already although I 
prefer the back. 


“No team can afford to 
have a specialist goalkeep- 
er on the bench. I’m the 
emergency keeper for St 
George. 


“P've only had to take 
over the once, mind you, 
and that was in a game’ 
against Brisbane Lions 
when Terry Greedy took a 
knock.” 

As to his elevation to the 
Winfield Socceroos, Andy 
said to us: “I believe I've 


served my apprenticeship 
for the national team.” 


Not that the hard-work- 
ing youngster hasn’t had 
his share of bad luck. 

He made the Young 
Socceroo squad to the 
World Youth Cup in 1985, 
but missed winning selec- 
tion in Australia’s 
matches. 

Already St George has 
Scott Ollerenshaw in the 
National squad has a de- 
veloping striker, and in 
addition midfielder Craig 
Moffitt will be called to the 
colours after missing out 


GARVEY’S WARNING 


SOUTH Melbourne Hellas coach Brian Garvey 
has told his players to toughen up. 

And Garvey has warned the rest of the league that 
his young charges have started to learn that 
“they've got to be more physical to survive”. 

Garvey told ASW he was less than happy with the 
refereeing performance when his side drew 1-1 at 
Footscray in round three. 

“1 believe some of the opposition players were 
very physical when we played at Footscray,” he 
said. 

“On that day it just seemed that the new stricter 
league policies didn’t apply. 

“The only good thing to come from that game Is 
that we've learned our lesson and we will have to be 
more physical if we are to survive. 

“It’s disappointing things have to be that way but 
we’ve got to learn quickly.” 

Meanwhile Hellas president Bill Georgantis has re- 
futed rumours that the Middle Park club is In financial 
trouble. 

“The only people worried about our supposed 
financial worries are the press,” Georgantis told 
ASW last week. 

“Everything is booming at the moment, our 
membership and sponsorship Is very healthy and 
the club is thriving. 

“| mean if Hellas Is struggling how are the other 
clubs going,” he laughed. 

— ROD BOWLES 
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THE MOST FAMOUS SOCCER 
BALL IN THE WORLD 


Now with a 2 year guarantee 


OFFICIAL BALL ENDORSED 
BY THE NATIONAL SOCCER 
LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 


For those who 
take their Sport 
seriously . . - 
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on a Young Socceroos 
place. 
Soon we might see 
Padro Ricoy on the list 
also. 


ROBERT GIRALDI slot- 
ted back'into the Wol- 
fongong City side and 
Immediately picked up 


TICKETS for the Aus- 
tralia v Chinese Taipei 
Olympic Games qual- 
ifying match at the 
Bruce Stadium on Fri- 
day are on sale. 

Children who can 
prove they are under 16 
can get in free, although 
they cannot sit in the 
grandstand. 

Bona fide students 
over 16 and pensioners 
will be charged $4, an 
adult ticket in the outer 
will cost $6, and $10 for 
the grandstand. 

The game kicks off at 
8pm after a curtainraiser 
between the AIS and the 
ACT youth team. 


PedN: 
oe 
Bring us your: 


@ COPPER 
@ BRASS 


Left: Andy Koczka up for a header. 


NEW ZEALAND international star Kevin Hagan 
won't be joining their squad until Maroh 3, just 
before the Melbourne Olympic Games opener. 

He advised Kiwi coach Kevin Fallon that he was 
unavailable for the series against the Brazilian Youth 
team in New Zealand. 


“J had to point out that I couldn’t give up my pay as a 


St George player,” he said. 


“There is a distinct obligation for me to do the best 
possible for the Saints as well as my country.”” 

There has been a possibility that Hagan would give 
away international football entirely, but this is unlikely. 

Last week he collected both St George goals against 
Footscray at St George Stadium. 


There have been insurance problems between the 
NZFA and St George, but it is believed that there have 


Giraldi a5 


CASH PAID 
@ SCRAP METAL 


* @ BATTERIES $2 EACH 
@ ALUMINIUM CANS 90c a kilo 


@ ALUMINIUM _ @ STAINLESS STEEL 
AUSSCRAP 
2B Gladstone Street, NEWTOWN. 519 5241 


been overcome. 


Below: Kevin Hagan (New Zealand). 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


the goal that set the 
course for a 4-1 win 
over Melbourne 
Croatia. 

He wouldn’t compare 
himself to Alan Brazil, the 
Scottish international 
guest striker whom he re- 
placed, but Giraldi has a 
lot going for him. 

It’s great for a club from 
a provincial city to lead the 
West End NSL, but four 
rounds do not make a 
season. 

Brazil’s four match spell 
was fortuitious for the 
Wolves and Giraldi. 

Tt gave him the chance to 
overcome a cruciate injury 
whilst Brazil was perform- 
ing. 

Coach John Fleming 
said: “Robert is our best — 
he is aggressive, quick, and 
he scores goals.”” 

Meanwhile it is quite 
possible that Brazil will be 
back within two months. 

Norman Whiteside of 
Manchester United and 
Northern Ireland has been 
mentioned as the next 
Wolves’ guest to return 
with Brazil. 


FOR 


MON-FRI 7am-5pm 
SAT 9am-ipm 


Ives asset 


But Charlie Nicholas, 


ex-Arsenal, Aberdeen 
and Scotland is the more 
likely man. 


Down the South Coast 
there is a club pattern to 
pray —for no rain. 

A bit of luck with the 
weather is vital when guest 
superstars enter the scene. 

The Wolves expected a 
7000 crowd in their new 
Brandon Park lair. The 
day produced a weather di- 
saster, but still 2500 turned 


up. 


NEXT 


WEEK! 


ASW will carry an in- 
depth interview with 
Steve Speziale, the 
former NSL Promo- 
tions Officer in Vic- 
toria, who has just qui 
the position which he 
took late last season. 


NSL Switch 
this weekend 


THE NSL reacted swiftly 
to change all nex 
weekend’s Round | 
games to Sunday 
following the Winfiel 
Socceroos — Chines 
Taipei Olympic Game: 
qualifying match bein, 
changed to next Frida’ 
night at the Natione 
Sports Centre In Can 
berra. 

The match roster Is In 
cluded in this issue. 


CAMPBELL’S 
ABSENCE 
UPSETS 
PRESTON 


MISSING midfielder 
Rion Campbell could be 
the key to the puzzling 
slump of last year’s 
league runner-up Pre- 
ston Makedonia. 

So says Makedonia 
coach Ernie Merrick who 
believes Campbell to be 
the club’s most “creative 
and unpredictable 
player”. 

“We're really missing 
him,” Merrick told ASW. 

He's got an over-use in- 
jury and it doesn't just heal 
up like a broken leg would 
for example.” 


Lucky Frank Arok 
strikes it rich 


Merrick says Camp- 
bell’s achilles tendon prob- 
Jem could be an ongoing 
one unless the star mid- 
field man gets adequate 
rest. 

“If there is an over-use 
problem like Ron’s you 
can’t get him back too 
early,” he explained. 

“Tf he trains and it starts 
to swell it creates more 
friction and the problem 
returns. 

“At the moment the 
best treatment for him is 
lots of rest and simple 
fitness training like swim- 
ming.” 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


FRANK AROK, Austra- 
lia’s_ explosive coach, 
must think all his 
Christmases have 
come at once since re- 
turning to Australia 
last Saturday from his 
six-day mission cover- 
ing Israel, Holland and 
Greece. 


Arok now finds himself 
endowed with a fabulous 
wealth of “‘strike-power,” 
greatly enhancing Austra- 
lia’s chances of qualifyng 
for the Olympic Games 
later this year. 


Whilst overseas, the 
Socceroo coach made cer- 
tain the services of two of 
his favourite __ strikers, 
Jimmy Patikas and David 
Mitchell. 

With Mitchell and Pati- 
kas’ guaranteed availabil- 
ity to play for Australia 
now under his belt, Arok 
finds himself with a wealth 
of attacking talent. 


Patikas, when he left 
Australia to play in 
Greece, was an attacking 
midfielder. 


But his Greek club, 
AEK Athens, have suc- 
cessfully converted the 
former World Youth play- 
er into a striker to partner 
their star Danish target- 
man Henrick Nilsson. 

Patikas this season has 
been a regular goalscorer 
with his explosive 
acceleration in the Greek 
League. 


Add the names Graham 
Amold, Frank Farina, 
John Kosmina and Scott 
Ollerenshaw and Austra- 
lia’s squad takes on a lethal 
look despite Arok’s failure 
to secure Chris Kalantzis- 
now also playing in 
Greece. 

No wonder ‘Arok is not 
unduly concerned now ab- 
out Kalantzis’ availability. 

“T have six top-line strik- 
ers now and they can really 
fight. 

“The fact that I could 
not secure Kalantzis does 
not really matter'so much 
now,” Arok told ASW. 

At press deadline it was 
expected that Arok will 
bring into the Australian 
squad two of his St George 
star performers, Craig 
Moffitt and Andrew 
Koezka. 

“Moffitt is the strongest 
and fastest defensive mid- 
fielder in Australia at the 
moment,” Arok assured 
us. 

And of course, as far as 
Koczka is concerned, he 
should have been included 
in the National squad ages 
ago. 

Not only is Koczka ver- 
satile and can play as a 
striker, midfielder as well 
as sweeper, the guy can 
score goals. 

Koczka is the best goal- 
scoring defender in the 
West-End National Soccer 
League and his inclusion in 
the Socceroo squad, 
although belated, must be 
applauded. 


BY GREG BLAKE 


In Campbell’s absence 
Makedonia lost the Buffa- 
Jo Cup final and has 
slumped to near bottom of 
the table without having 
scored a goal in three 
rounds of league action. 


Merrick, under more 
pressure now than at any 
time during his nine 
months at Makedonia’s 
helm, says he “accepts the 
team has some problems at 
the moment”. 


“But Preston Makedo- 
nia is a very stable club and 
I've had enormous support 


from them,” he told 
ASW. 
“I think what is 


happening is that this year 
teams are starting to re- 
spect us a little bit more 
than they did. 


“The best example of 
that is Steve Smith who is 
being marked to pieces 
every week this year. 


“Our bad start has 
meant a couple of players 
are on a down, and if things 
don’t improve I might 
need to start dropping a 
player or two.” 


FARINA BACK 
DE JONG OUT 
FOR MARCONI 


FRANK Farina, Marconi’s spectacular internatio- 
nal flank striker, will be rushed back into the side 
for the match against St George at Marconi Sta- 
dium on Sunday night (7pm). 


But fellow-striker, Fred 
De Jong will miss the 
match due to suspension, 


following his booking last 
Saturday against South 
Melbourne. 


Farina, the League’s top 
goalscorer in 1987, was 
sorely missed by Marconi 
at the weekend, when they 
crashed to an unexpected 
3-0 defeat against South 
Melbourne Hellas. 


FRANK FARINA 


Marconi coach Berti 
Mariani, at 31 the 
youngest coach in the com- 
petition, said last night; 
“We have to pick up the 
pieces. 

“David Lowe is almost 
ready to make his come- 
back into the first team 
after his long lay off with 
injury. 

“This match against St 
George will be a really 


good one, I can promise 


you that. 
“The Marconi players 
have really taken the 


South Melbourne loss very 
badly and will react strong- 
ly on Sunday against last 
season's Grand Final win- 
ners,”” Mariani said last 
night. 


Meanwhile, Saints will 
have their giant sweeper, 
Steve O'Connor _ back 
from suspension, but is not 
expected to line-up for St 
George. 


St George coach, Frank 
Arok, following his team’s 
fine performance against 
Footscray last Sunday, is 
reluctant to change his 
winning combination to 
make way for O'Connor. 


Saints’ captain, Andy 
Koczka is expected to re- 
main in the central defence 
against Marconi. 


Marconi today will 
entertain the press at a 
special luncheon at its 
huge social club situated at 
Bossley Park. 

Special guests will be the 


national coaches, Frank 
Arok and Eddie 
Thomson. 

JOHN ECONOMOS 


around the back of an Apia defender during last year’s Belmore Sports 
Ground clash. At right is team-mate John Stewart. Campbell is taking a 
projoeged rest due to his achilles tendon problem and his side are strug- 
gling. 


SSUUUUEOAEEUOU EON EUAD EEE EEA UOU EEUU 


SUNDAY NIGHT 
Kick-off 7pm 
Youth League 


at Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park 


peer 
ROBBIE WHEATLEY 
a 


# 


BERT! MARIANI 
(Marconi Coach) 


Support Marconi 
see these top 
teams in action 


Gyprock 
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BY GREG BLAKE 


SATURDAY night’s 
Brunswick Juventus- 
Sydney Olympic match 
was always poised 
anticipating a moment 
of inspiration which 
might turn the game. 

But neither Juventus 
nor Olympic could find the 
spark to light the fuse and 
the first match of the dou- 
ble-header petered out to a 
scoreless draw. 

Hard-running Abbas 
Saad did his best to inspire 
Olympic to an important 
away win but the visitors, 
bereft of a forward capable 
of beating Gary McDowall 
and Co on the night, rarely 
fully tested the opposing 
defence. 

When John Kosmina or 
Marshall Soper did break 
the shackles the ever-im- 


proving Pat Marama put 
paid to their hopes with a 
polished display between 
the sticks. 

Likewise Juventus lack- 
ed punch and sparkle 
although Charlie Egan ran 
himself ragged with little 
support and Joe Palatsides 
buzzed about and did his 
best to fire Juventus home. 

Juve lacked a midfielder 
capable of stamping some 
authority on the game with 
big Scott Patterson, after 
running at Olympic early, 
having to leave the field 
suffering apparent brea- 
thing difficulties. 

With both him and Mike 
Petersen missing Juventus 
had trouble feeding its for- 
wards and susbsequently 
the chances were few and 
far between. 


“We didn’t create the 
chances and we certainly 


didn’t do enough to win the 
game tonight,” admitted 
Palatsides. 

John Kosmina_ believed 
the “draw was a good 
result”. 

“IT thought we did well 
coming down to Melbou- 
me with such a young 
side,” the Socceroo 
champion told me. 

Even the much talked 
about Brunswick aggres- 
sion wasn’t apparent with 
little or no fireworks over 
90 minutes. 

Only Charlie Egan fired 
the crowd with a reckless 


Giraldi does a ‘Brazil’ 


second half tackle on Rob- 


bie Hooker when the 
Juventus striker _ sent 
Hooker flying over the 


touchline. 

Clearcut chances were 
rare with first half efforts 
restricted to two, in the 
17th minute when Brian 
Brown's header was 
cleared off the line by Gary 
Phillips and seyen minutes 
later as Soper inspired a 
tremendous _ one-handed 
save by Marama. 

Juventus did a little bet- 
ter after the interval, parti- 
cularly during a damaging 


BY PHIL MURPHY 


10 minute spell early in the 
second half. 

In this period Egan, 
Palatsides, Lane and In- 
cantalupo all could have 
put the result beyond 
doubt before the match 
died a dreary death in the 
closing quarter hour. 
BRUNSWICK: Marama, Dura- 


ley, Palatsides, _Incantalupo, 
Egan, Patterson (Belic 61st), Zin- 
ni, Lane. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Meler, 
Barrett, Koch, Hooker, Dakos, 
Phillips, Pontkdas, Saad, Lee, 
Kosmina, Soper. 

Referee: D Campbell. Crowd: 
5932. (Double-header). 


- Honeymoon 
Is over for 
_the Lions” 


BY GREG RUSSELL 
THE honeymoon between new Brisbane Lions 
coach Juan Cutillas and his players has ended. 
Both were last week made painfully aware of how 
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RESULTS ~ 


SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS 3 (S. Richardson, 
G. Clark, D. McLaren) BRISBANE LIONS 2 (R. 
Stewart), G. Lightbown) at Richlands Stadium. 
Crowd: 1000. 

BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS 0 SYDNEY OLYMPIC. 
O at Olympic Park. Crowd: 5932 (double-header) 
SYDNEY CROATIA 4 (G. Jennings, G. Arnold, R. 
Slater, S. Ingham) APIA-LEICHHARDT 2 (A. Ber- 
togna, M. Brown) at Croatian Sports Centre. 
Crowd: 4242. 

SOUTH MELBOURNE 3 (P. Trimboli, D. Wright, 
A. Postecoglou) MARCONI 0 at Olympic Park. 
Crowd: 5932 (double-header) 

WOLLONGONG CITY 4 (R. Giraldi, J. Ainsworth, 
D. Crainie, R. fEasthorpe) MELBOURNE 
CROATIA 1 (J. Biskic) at Brandon Park. Crowd: 
2836. 

PRESTON 0 ADELAIDE CITY 0 at Connor Re- 
serve. Crowd: 5000. 

ST GEORGE 2 (K. Hagan 2) FOOTSCRAY 0 at St 
George Stadium. Crowd: 2224. 


TOPSCORERS 


FRANK FARINA 
WARREN ‘3PINK 
RANDELL ZASTHORPE 
BRETT DRUERY 
CHARLIE EGAN 

PAUL MURPHY 

SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 
ANDY KOCZKA 

TONY KRSI_OVIC 

TOM PONTIDAS 
RUSSELL STEWART 
PAUL TRIMBOLI 

GARY CLARK 

JEFF AINSWORTH 
KEVIN HAGAN 


Marconi 
Footscray JUST 
Wollongong 
BrisbaneLions 
Brunswick Juve 
Melbourne Croatia 
StGeorge 
StGeorge 
Sydney Croatia 
Sydney Olympic 
Brisbane Lions 
South Melbourne 
Sunshine 
Wollongong 
StGeorge 
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SURPRISE early leaders Wol- 
longong City proved that they 
will do quite nicely without the 
talents of Alan Brazil, when they 
trounced Melbourne Croatia 4-1 
in Sunday night’s game at Bran- 
don Park. 

With Brazil back in the United 
Kingdom after his four game guest 
stint with the Wolves, it was his re- 
placement Robert Giraldi who 
scored a classic goal to put his team in 
front. 

The talented Giraldi, having his 
first game back after a knee injury, 
soared high above the visitors’ de- 
fence to head home Rade Stefanovs- 
ki’s corner kick after just ten 
minutes. 

It was just the confidence booster 
Giraldi and the Wolves needed and 
they had raced away to a 3-0 lead by 
halftime. 

Captain Jeff Ainsworth made it 
2-0 from the penalty spot after re- 
feree Arthur Owens ruled Graham 
Heys had fouled Wolves’ striker 
Randell Easthorpe and Danny 
Crainie grabbed number three. 

With midfielder Joe Biskic assert- 
ing his authority, Croatia came back 
strongly early in the second haif, fully 
testing the Wolves’ defence. 

The break Croatia worked so hard 
for came after 57 minutes, when 
Mark Talajic split the defence with a 
slicing run down the left. 

His perfectly weighted pass found 
Biskic unmarked, and he eluded 
goalkeeper Warwick Young to score 
with an angled shot. 

The visitors scented they might 
salvage something from the first half 
wreck, and Biskic always looked as if 
he might be the man responsible. 


‘He worked tirelessly down the 
right of midfield, but with 12 minutes 
to go it was to prove all in vain. 

Easthorpe was set up by midfiel- 
der Bryan Cokely and sent a low shot 
past goalkeeper Jeff Olver to ensure 
a celebration for the noisy Wolves 
fans. 

Croatia coach Ian Wallace was 
critical of referee. Owens after the 
game. he penalty decision was 
diabolical,” he said. 

“My defence let me down at vital 
stages, but I suppose I have to accept 
that with the likes of Robbie Dunn 
and Alan Davidson out of the side. 

“Having said that full credit to 
Wollongong — they didn’t have that 
many chances but made the most of 
them, and that’s what this game is all 
about.” 

Wolves’ coach John Fleming said 
he was concerned when his team 
started back-pedalling in the second 
half. “It was a bit like what we did 
against Adelaide the previous 
week,” he said. 

“Tf anyone was worried about us 
losing Brazil they can forget about it. 

“He did a great job for us when he 
was here, but Robert Giraldi has a lot 
to prove now he is back in the NSL.” 

Referee Owens has submitted a 
report to the League over an incident 
involving Croatia coach Ian Wallace 
after the final whistle. 

The pair were involved in a heated 
discussion in the race leading to the 
dressing rooms. 

WOLLONGONG CITY: Young, Skeen, 
Morlando, Viletstra, Ratcliffe, Cokely (Cot- 
ton 78m), Ainsworth, Crainie, Giraldi, Eas- 
thorpe, Stefanovski (Brodnik 63m). 

MELBOURNE CROATIA: Olver, Heys, 
Donnelly, Dobson, Hannah, Talajic (Caleta 
67m), Lewis, Biskic, Scott, Milosevic, 


Murphy. 
Referee: A.Owens. Crowd: 2836. 


Saints are far too strong 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


ST GEORGE picked 
up another two vital 
League points when 
they disposed of visi- 
tors Footscray JUST 
2-0 at St George Sta- 
dium on Sunday. 

Saints scored their 
goals in the 48th anb 50th 
minutes and once 
Footscray lost their mid- 
field general Oscar Crino, 
sent off in the 67th 
minute, the Blues were 
never in contention. 

The first session was an 
action-packed 45 minutes 
with wide-open, fast, 
attacking Soccer from 
both sides. 

Neither side, however, 
could hit the lead as both 
goalkeepers; Mike Gib- 
son, for the home side, 
and Zoran Nikitovic for 
Footscray pulled off solid 
Saves. 

Three minutes after the 
break, Saints grabbed the 
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lead through striker 
Kevin Hagan. 

A neat cross from the 
right flank by midfielder 
Vlade Torteyski, found 
Hagan on the end of it 
with a strong header as 
Footscray’s defence 
seemed stunned by the 
move. 

Before the Victorians 
could re-group Saints hit 
their second goal just two 
minutes later. 

Kiwi international 
Hagan latched onto a ball 
from Scott Ollerenshaw 
and the big blond marks- 
man smashed a fabulous 
14 metre left footed drive 
that flashed past Niki- 
tovic. 

St George then toyed 
with Footscray and after 
referee John McConnell 
sent off Crino for elbow- 
ing Saints’ Craig Moffitt 
their task seemed hope- 
less. 

Adding to Footscray’s 
ineffectiveness was a bla- 
tant reluctance by their 


back four of Tyrone 
James, Garry Van 
Egmond, Luciano Fabri- 
zio and Drago Deankovic 
to come forward a bit and 
attempt to plug up the 
vacuum in the midfield 
where Kenny Murphy 
and Vlado Bozinovski 
were struggling against 
four St George players. 


On the other hand, 
both St George outside 
backs, David Green and 
Mike Grbevski, repeated- 
ly ripped through down 
the flanks adding greater 
pressure on Footscray 
who by now were clinging 
to the ropes. 

Footscray’s front trio of 
Ernie Tapei, Warren 
Spink and Milan Dimoys- 
ki were easily controlled 
by Saints’ defenders, 
Green, Choi, Koczka and 
Grbevski. 


much the West End National League has changed 


in 12 months. 


Lions’ 3-2 loss to Sun- 
shine George Cross at 
Richlands last Saturday 
night was the Queensland 
team’s third defeat in a 
week and well and truly 
brought them down to 
earth after their dream un- 
defeated return to the 
NSL 

Sunshine were one of 
the strugglers in last year’s 
NSL — a year Lions spent 
in the Queensland XXXX 
League — but in this match 
Lions made the Mel- 
bourne team look a million 
dollars. 

It was a woeful perform- 
ance where many players, 
and at times even their 
coach, looked out of their 
depth. 

Although some allow- 
ance must be made for the 
Lions players who were 
surely leg weary after a 
hectic week, there can be 
no excuse for poor control, 
undisciplined marking and 
wasted possession. 

And Cutillas must wear 
some blame for what 
appeared a panic move 
when, five minutes before 
halftime and 2-0 down, he 
juggled his team to such an 
extent that at times players 
stood in the middle of the 
park asking the bench 
where they were suppoed 
to be. 

Since Lions were last in 
the NSL, the league has 
become much more pro- 
fessional and unless Lions 
can raise their game on and 
off the field, then they will 
spend the rest of the season 
being steamrollered. 

It took George Cross 
just 11 minutes to go to the 
lead through a goal made 
by the brilliance of former 


Falkirk striker Gary 
Clark. Clark cleverly 
turned his marker and shot 
across goal. Richardson 


headed home. 

Lions were unlucky to 
be a goal down but 
torepedoed any chance of 
a comeback by gift-wrap- 
ping Sunshine’s second. 

Midfielder Martin Kir- 
sopp played a casual pass 
back to keeper Jason 
Kearton. His attempt 
never even reached the 
penalty box and the nippy 
Clark dashed in to round 
Kearton and score in the 
33rd minute. 

Seven minutes after the 
break, Lions got back into 
the game through a well 
taken Russell Stewart 
penalty after Brett Druery 
had been fouled by George 
Cross fullback John Cam- 
pelj, who protested bitter- 
ly the upending had occur- 


red outside the box. 

Druery was 
cartwheeling nearly 
metres into the box. 

At 2-1, Lions had a 
chance. But their defence 
ensured that would not be 
the case by standing off 
Sunshine midfielder Don 
McLaren as he dribbled 
into the box and gave 
keeper Kearton no chance 
from close range. 

Despite conceding three 
goals, the youngster was 
probably the only’ Lions 
player to walk from the 
field with his reputation in- 
tact and several saves later 
in the game, particularly 
from man of the match 
Clark, prevented a real 
drubbling. 


Despite Lions amazing 
mediocrity, they were still 
presented with chances for 
a draw — and blew it. 
A good header in the 89th 
minute from Grant Light- 
bown put Lions within a 
goal of levelling and in the 
final minute Alex Cum- 
mings was given a dream 
opportunity to snap 
equalizer from elc 
range. Rather than first 
timing into the net, Cum- 
minge had three attempts 
to control and finally was 
enveloped by lunging de- 
fencers. 

Cutilas blasted his play- 
ers afterwards, telling the 
press as he stormed from 
the dresisng room: “I am 
sick of prima _ donnas. 
From now on we will work 
hard and anyone who mis- 
ses practice can look for a 
new club. I am determined 
to make the play the way I 
want them to play.” 


sent 
two. 


Gardiner was pleased 
with his team’s showing, 
and he refused to agree his 
team had thrown off its 
negative football tag be- 
cause he believes they 
never played that way. 

“We are playing posses- 
sion football, the game we 
have always played. This 
year we are getting the re- 
sults. We have never been 
a negative team, that has 
been something in the 
minds of the media,” he 
said. 

LIONS: Kearton, Mengotti, 
Stewart, Liddell, Niven, Cum- 
mings, Kirsopp, Ogden, Wheel- 
er, Lightbown, Dwyer (Oruery 
40th). 

SUNSHINE Gc: Keogh, 
Campbelj, Marth (T. Markovski 
Sist), Parton, Richardson, 
Faulkner, McLaren, Lennon, 
Clark, Markovac, Hasler (Wad- 


Cautions: Lions — Stewart. 
Sunshine GC — Marth, Marton, 
Campbelj. 

Crowd: 1009. 


BAD BACKPASSES 
BEYOND BELIEF! 


BY FRANK COLETTA 


SOMETIMES you find yourself at an event that 
boggles the mind — Saturday night at Sydney 
Croatia’s 4-2 triumph over Apia Leichhardt at 
Edensor Park, was one such occasion. 


Following a first half, 
which to say the least 
bored everyone to tears, 
the packed press room 
looked to the second lot of 
45 minutes, quite under- 
standably, with some 
trepidation. 

However the ladies and 
gentlemen of the press 
need not have worried — if 
the first half had provided 
little to write home about 
(or for that matter on their 
report pads) — the second 
more than made up for 
that. 

Croatia turned on the 
heat on this balmy Sum- 
mer evening and Apia 
simply submitted. 


Before that though 
there was the disappoint- 
ment of the first half — 
amazingly the first real 
shot at goal, by Hilton 


Phillips, took nearly 25 
minutes. 

Immediately _ following 
this Croatia’s _ Robbie 


Slater left Charlie Yankos 
floundering with a nice lob 
and chase. Yankos how- 
ever saw the red-headed 
flyer on his way to goal and 
flung out a boot to bring 
Slater crashing to the 
floor, certainly a yellow 
card offence — but sur- 
prisingly referee Gary 


Power did not reach for his 
pocket. G 
A minute after the re- 
sumption Socceroo defen- 
der 


was 


Wally Savor 


caught out in untypical 
fashion and so began the 
comical array of shocking 
backpasses that would all 


but set up a thrilling 
climax. 

Savor turned to play the 
ball to goalkeeper 


Anthony Franken but the 
pass was weak and inter- 
cepted by the speedy Phil- 
lips — as his shot squeezed 
wide there was a collision. 
Power pointed to the 
penalty spot — yet it was a 
harsh decision; Franken’s 
dive was at the ball and 
Phillips had just managed 
to get a toe in before the 
Croatia keeper and then 
he sailed into the air with 
the ball already wide of the 
mark. . 

Apia captain Arno Ber- 
togna stepped up and 
buried the spot-kick in fine 
fashion. 

Suddenly a dull game 
had sparked into life. Four 
minutes later Burim Zajmi 
curled over a corner and 
Yankos slammed into 
Franken and was belatedly 
shown the yellow card. 
How lucky then was Yank- 
os? If he had been booked 
for his ‘professional foul” 
on Slater in the first half — 
this would have seen him 
sent off. 

Alan Hunter then be- 
came the second member 
of the ‘bad backpasses 
club’ with a tentative re- 
turn to Franken — Phillips 


JOHN KOCH closes in. 


intercepted and the keeper 
on the left, steadied and 
shot only to see Savor re- 
deem himself with a flying 
clearance off the line. 


It was 1-1 just before the 
hour when Graham Jen- 
nings grabbed his first NSL 
goal for ... well, longer 
than he cares to te- 
member! 


Tony Pezzano, who 
would have his worst 
match for some time, took 
a goalkick which Jennings 
chested down some 35 
metres from goal. The 
fleet-footed fullback set 
off on a run that took him 
just outside the area, 
where he unleashed a 
powerful drive that beat 
the out of position keeper. 


Four minutes _/ater 
Croatia were ahead as Sla- 
ter curled over a free-kick 
from the right and Graham 
Arnold, in rare and rather 
impressive mood indeed, 
stooped to head in from 
close range. 


Apia then had another 
lucky break in the 67th 
minute when Franken was 
badly fouled in a jump fora 
high cross by Lawrie 
McKinna. The ball fell 
loose and Mark Brown 
raced in to stab the ball into 
the net. Franken was 
fouled and a free-kick 
should have been awarded 
against McKinna. 


Just when it seemed 
Apia had done enough to 
steal a point Croatia snap- 
ped back. 


With but nine minutes 
remaining Zajmi got the 


Pic — Carmelo Bazzano 


jitters with a dreaded 
backpass that Pezzano in 
fact overran and Slater 
roared in to practically run 
the ball into the net with 
the Apia keeper trailing in 
his wake. 

Apia had blown it and 
were made to suffer some 
more five minutes from the 
final whistle when of all 
people Arno Bertogna 
slipped up. The cham- 
pion’s skipper controlled a 
Mark Jones cross but mis- 
hit his pass back to Pezza- 
no and the lightning quick 
Sean Ingham made no mis- 
take from ten metres out 
with a left foot drive. 


Apia were simply de- 
moralised by Croatia’s de- 
termined late onslaught. 

SYDNEY Croatia: 


McKinna (Parision &2m), 
Reynolds (Tredinnick 70m), But- 
lor, Philips. 
Crowd: 4242. 
Referee: Gary Power 
(Sydney). 


Yellow Cards: Burim Zajmi, 
Kurt Reynolds, Charile Yankos 
and Hilton Philips (Apia). David 
Rezo and Mark Jones (Croatia). 


PRESTON Makedonia 
coach Ernie Merrick is 
anxiously seeking a 
solution to his team’s 
goal drought following 
Sunday’s 0-0 drew with 
Adelaide City at Con- 
nor Reserve. 

On reflection, the result 
was perhaps predictable as 
the only way the two sides 
have collected points so far 
has been through 0-0 
draws — Preston has had 
three of them for three 
points, while Adelaide Ci- 
ty’s two points have also 
some from scoreless 
games. 

At Preston, the whisper 
is that Merrick’s position is 
not secure, but so far that is 
only coming from the ter- 
races and one can only 
hope that the present com- 
mittee does not take any 
drastic, unnecessary 
action. 

Merrick is encountering 
his first rough period after 
going through a purple 
patch for the second half of 
last season and should be 
given the time to prove his 
worth. 

The coach openly 
admits he is worried about 
the lack of goals and was 
prepared to gamble on 
new signing Baso Petkovs- 
ki. But the import got 
stranded in Skopje’s snow- 
bound airport and was un- 
able to catch the connec- 
ting flight from Belgrade 
to Australia. 


ASW WELCOMES 
WELL-KNOWN 
MELBOURNE WRITER, 
PETER DESIRA 


He is now expected to 
arrive — weather permit- 
ting — today and he, like 
injury-vicim Ron Cam- 
pell, may well go into the 
Starting line-up for the 
away game at Sydney 
Croatia. 

George Jolevski was the 
most industrious player for 
the home team until was 
surprisingly replaced by by 
Goce Dimovski late in the 
game. 

Dimovski again insisted 
on over-indulging on the 
ball. 

For Adelaide City, Jes- 
per Sorensen came into the 
starting line-up in place of 
the suspended Aurelio 
Vidmar but slid in and out 
of the game mainly be- 
cause he took a dislike to 
the close — at times over- 
enthusiastic — attention 
paid to him by Preston 
hardman Zoran Tasevski. 

Adelaide City could 
well have settled this game 
as early as the seventh mi- 
nute when Charlie Villani 
moved onto a pass from 
Paul Shillabeer and clever- 
ly twisted his way across 
the face of goal, drawing 
opponents before laying 
on a low centre for Steve 
Maxwell, standing near 
the far post unmarked. 

But with Preston keeper 


Preston goal drought 


| 


Phil Traianedes caught out 
of position and practically 
having an empty goal to 
aim at, Maxwell failed to 
trap the ball and wasted a 
golden opportunity. 

Maxwell worked hard 
throughout the match but 
unfortunately nothing 
appeared to work for him 
and he was the culprit of 
two other opportunities 
missed in the first half. 

Prior to that we had the 
main drama of the match 
when referee Jim Fearn 
awarded the home side a 
penalty for Neville Floun- 
ders’ challenge on Smith. 
It seemed a harsh decision 
as Smith appear to run into 
Flounders as he tried to 
turn the Adelaide City de- 
fender. 


Justice was seen to be 
done when keeper Robert 
Zabica got down well to 
stop Smith’s penalty kick 
to the left of the goal. 

Zabica was among the 
best players on the park, 
stopping other efforts 
from Smith and Stewart 
and managing to fingertip 
away a Stewart drive mid- 
way through he second 
half. 

Attendance: 5000 (estimate). Re- 


feree: Jim Fearn (Vic). 
PRESTON 


Sorensen, Maxwell, Mullen. 


Hellas rips Marconi apart 


BY GREG BLAKE 
BRIAN Garvey’s barn- 
storming ‘Baby Blues’ 
continued on their win- 
ning way when a 15 mi- 
nute blitz set up an 
easy 3-0 win over visit- 
ing Marconi at Olympic 
Park on _ Saturday 
night. 

Urged on by a partisan 
home crowd the new-look 
South Melbourne Hellas” 
excitement machine 


did 
the job on Marconi in one 
typically devastating short 
burst midway through the 
first half. 


The 21st and 24th mi- 
nute goals from Paul Trim- 
boli and Danny Wright re- 
spectively put Hellas 
ahead 2-0 at halftime with 
Angie Postecoglou send- 
ing the local fans home 
grinning by making it 3-0 
three minutes from full- 
time. 

Shellshocked and shaky 
Marconi was a beaten out- 
fit by half-time but to its 
credit the Sydney team 
fought back after the break 
to stem the Hellas tide. 


Frank Farina was sorely 
missed with big Fred de 
Jong playing a gallant but 
Jone hand up front and 
Hellas had little trouble 
keeping Marconi at arm’s 
length. 

As it has done all season, 
the South Melbourne out- 
fit took the game by the 
scruff of the neck in the 
early stages and it was 
hardly surprising when 
Garvey’s Babes took a 21st 
minute lead. 

A brilliant Postecoglou 
ball from the left was 
headed on by Wright only 
for the Marconi defence to 
clear his effort into Trim- 
boli’s path and he pounced 


to slip the ball past Bruce 
James. 

Three minutes later Pe- 
ter Tsolakis deftly beat 
Marconi’s offside trap with 
a chip into Paul Foster's 
path. 

Foster was tripped by 
James as the keeper came 
sliding out to narrow the 
angle but the ball went 
spinning to Wright. 

“They tended to come 
from everywhere,” Mar- 
coni coach Berti Mariani 
said from a gloomy Marco- 
ni change room. 

“We just gave them too 
much room. 


“But take —_ nothing 
away from them because. it 
would have been an injus- 
tice even if we'd have got a 
point today.” 

Hellas seemed to run 
out of steam a little after 
halftime and Marconi, 
with battling Ian Gray and 
Tommy McCulloch mak- 
ing some headway, made a 
contest of it. 

However 
bourne’s 


South Mel- 
more experi- 


enced campaigners in the 
likes of Paul Wade and 
Bobby Russell settled the 
team down and the home 
pounced 


side three mi- 


nutes from time to make it 
an emphatic 3-0 victory. 

The final goal was snap- 
ped up superbly by Post- 
ecoglou as he ran on to 
Wright's through ball and 
drove it home with all the 
aplomb of a seasoned 
striker. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE HEL- 
LAS: Glatas, Russell, Postecog- 
lou, Healy, Blair, Wade, Foster, 
Tasios, Trimboll, Wright, Tso- 
lakis, 

MARCONI: James, Gomez 
(Katholos 79th), Wheatley, Hen- 
derson,  Calderan, Mason, 
McCulloch, Gray, Nastevski, de 
Jong, Gunning (Carter 62nd). 

Referee: C — Bambridge. 
Crowd: 5932 (Double-header). 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS TOUR 


11-26 JUNE IN GERMANY 


GROUP 1 West Germany — Italy — Denmark — Spain 
GROUP 2 England — Ireland — Holland — Russia 


15 Games in Total 


Lufthansa flights, 18 nights accommodation twin 
share, tickets and coaches to all matches, including, 
semi finals and final plus a free return 

trip from Germany to 


most European Capitals. 
Limited Seats! Hurry! 


Ask for Michael 

59 Hume Street, 

Crows Nest, NSW 2065 . 
Tel.: (02)438 2977. 


Fax.: (02) 436 2000 
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SSOCIATION football in Australia has 

faced many watersheds. Few if any have 

been more important than the international 

- season that begins with Friday night’s Olympic 

Games eliminator at the National Sports Stadium 
in Canberra against Chinese Taipei. 

This swiftly converts into the Oceania/Israel qual- 
ification matches beginning in Melbourne on Sun- 
day March 6, moving on to Adelaide and Sydney and 
finishing in Wellington, Christchurch and Auckland. 

Australia’s position in the 1988 Olympics in South 
Korea during September is at stake. 

Success in reaching the Olympic Games finals 
would be a huge boost towards a magnificent 
Bicentennial Gold Cup here in Australia, and, incid- 
dentally the appearance of Maradona would put the 
Icing on the cake. 

But it would have other important connotations as 
well. 

Australian Soccer must do its utmost to compete 
with other sports in the major print and electronic 
media outlets and networks throughout the Com- 
monwealth. 

In this day and age the cover is critical due to the 
eminence that other competitor sports have 
achieved. 

In this sphere Soccer must gratefully acknow- 
ledge the aid it is receiving from the SBS network, 
without which there would be cause for gloom. 

It is up to the Australian Soccer Federation to see 
that the breath of its media liaison is maximised in 
this important year. 
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SCHEDULING of West End National Soccer League 
matches over the entire weekend has had a welcome 
trial since the competition began on January 29. 

This pattern has been a small scale version of foot- 
ball in the leagues of the various European coun- 
tries, where many matches are played on a ‘no clash’ 
format over various days of the week. 

The early season warmer weather has led to many 
Saturday and Sunday night matches being played, 
but some clubs are finding that adjustments will 
have to be made in future. 

They have realised that in their cases much im- 
proved crowds would result if their games were set 
down for Friday nights instead of Saturdays. 

In other cases — heat or not heat — they feel that 
their followers would turn out in greater numbers if 
games were earlier on Sundays rather than at night. 

So, if the cause of Summer Soccer is to be pursued 
in future, there will be cases where the core follow- 
Ings of some clubs may not be so enthused over 
some night fixtures. 

ft is particularly important that this position be 
kept under close review. 

Apart from the certainty that there are clubs who 
favour Summer football and others who are equally 
against it, there are other factors to consider. 

Not the least of these is the question of costs for 
extra Interstate accomodation and players’ wages, 
which would impose an additional burden on the 
clubs. 

Speaking of problems, it would be interesting to 
know what action has been taken by the NSL to en- 
sure that announced club crowds are behievable. 

This is the twelfth year down the NSL track, yet in 
many cases bare round thousand figures are quoted 
that shriek for questioning. 

Clubs of a league such as the NSL — if they are 
worth their salt — have an obligation to provide the 
media with fair crowd figures. 

These should be full attendances and should in- 
clude the paid component and also the number of 
complimentaries and ticket holders. 

In other cases there have been crowds put out by 
ground authorities which are so blantantly on the 
low side that there have been widespread cries of 
derision when the announcements have been made. 

It behoves some clubs in this situation to make 
their own counts to ensure that correct attendance 
are available for disseminisation. 


GOALKEEPER 


WANTED 


A goalkeeper is required for a 
leading NSW Club for their 
Under 15s team in Division | 
Youth League. 


Enquiries to the Secretary: 


& 871 4289 


— BEACH FASHIONS CUP 


Belic sinks former club Footscray 


BY GREG BLAKE the two sides were well 
matched until a final 20 mi- 
FOOTSCRAY’s Ernie nute burst from Juventus 


Tapai capped off a hor- 
ror week when his 
spot-kick was the only 
failed attempt in a 
penalty shoot-out 
against Juventus in the 
NSL Cup quarter final 
at Olympic Park last 
Wednesday night. 

The match finished at 
1-1 following 30 minutes of 
extra-time with the penal- 
ty shoot-out going down to 
the wire. 

Six players from each 
club had shot truly from 
the spot when Tapai step- 
ped up to see his effort well 
stopped by Juve keeper 
Pat Marama. 

Vlatko Belic put his for- 
mer side out of the cup 
when he scored next to get 
Juventus home 7-6. 

Tapai was reluctant to 
take the vital penalty after 
his miss the previous Sun- 
day had cost Footscray two 
points against South Mel- 
bourne in the League. 

But twice experienced 
penalty expert Zoran Niki- 
tovic was called upon to 
take the responsibility of 
shooting and twice he 
refused. 

Reluctantly Tapai tried 
his luck and Marama foiled 
brilliantly to save the 
match, 

The sides played a score- 
less 90 minutes in the first 
of the Melbourne quarter 
finals. 

A poor crowd turned 
out on the night to see a 
game where the stars that 
were missing almost 
matched the squads to 
make it on to the park. 

Juventus went in with- 
out Brian Brown, Mehmet 
Durakovic, Mike Peterson 
and Peter Lewis whilst 
Footscray missed Oscar 
Crino and Ken Murphy 
from the team which took 
on Hellas three days be- 
forehand. 

Overwhelmingly bril- 
liant the game wasn’t, but 


should have cemented the 
club a semi final place. 
Footscray keeper Niki- 
tovic produced great saves 
from Egan,who until then 


ERNIE TAPAI in action. 


was contained by Tyrone 
James.This same period 
saw shots from Zinni and 
Palatsides sail inches over 
the bar from close range. 

In extra time Marama 
hinted at things to come 
when he saved  specta- 


Croatia’s newcomers 


IT wasn’t only Robbie 
Slater's goal, Manis 
Lamond breaking the 
drought and Alan Hun- 
ter's smashing penalty 
that put Sydney 
Croatia on a high in 
their 3-0 second round 
win over Brisbane 
Lions at Parramatta 
Stadium on Wednes- 
day night. 

Vedran Rozic took the 
opportunity to test out 
striker Sean Ingham, _ as 
well as midfielders Craig 
Foster and David Fitzhar- 
ris to good effect. 


_ CHANGES FOR — 
_SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


REPRESENTATIVES of Sydney Olympic and the 
West End NSL met recently with the Sydney 
Cricket Ground Trust to consider the matches to 
be played at the Sydney Football Stadium. 


To avoid clashes with the NSW Rugby League as 
well as other fixtures scheduled for the Stadium, Olym- 
pics home matches from Round 7 onwards will be 
played as follows: 


ROUND 7 

Wollongong City Sunday March 20 7.30pm 
ROUND 9 

Adelaide City Monday April 4 2.30pm 
ROUND 11 

Footscray Saturday April 16 7.30pm 
ROUND 15 

APIA Leichhardt Sunday May 15 2.30pm 
ROUND 17 

Brunswick Juventus Sunday May 29 2.30pm 
ROUND 19 

St George BSC Monday June 13 2.30pm 
ROUND 21 

Preston Makedonia Sunday June 26 2.30pm 
ROUND 23 

Melbourne Croatia Friday July 8 7.30pm 
ROUND 25 

Marconi Sunday July 31 2.30pm 

ROUND 26 

Sunshine G.C. Saturday August 6 7.30pm 
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It's going to be a hard 
season if a club has natio- 
nal team commitments, 
and Croatia will need its 


depth. 
Ingham, battling — to- 
wards match fitness, 


showed the promise that 
had taken him from 
Adamstown to Sydney 
City before its collapse 

Foster showed his met- 
tle and Fitzharris made 
many quick raids up the 
left. 


Although Croatia had 
three capital first half 
chances, rather wishy 
washy game went into half- 


time scoreless. 

But Slater's 46th minute 
shot went in following an 
Ingham cross — off both 
the post and Lions keeper 
Jason Kearton. 

Lions could not bring off 
an equaliser from a Peter 
Dwyer diving header from 
Brett Druery’s corner. 

Tt was left to Hunter to 
score a penalty after Rus- 
sell Stewart brought down 
Slater, and ~ then for 
Lamond to net one of his 
all too rare goals. 

In between times Lions 
looked jaded. Too often 
long passes were hit head 
high, and and there was 

too much individualism. 

SYDNEY CROATIA: Franken, 
Rezo (Foster 46m), Jennings, 
Hunter, Rozic, Slater, Savor, 
Amold, Ingham (Lamond 73m), 
Fitzharris, Jones. 

BRISBANE LIONS: Kearton, 
Cummings (Druery 52m), Kir- 
sopp, Liddell, Niven, Mengotti, 
Wheeler (Bassingthwaighte 
77m), Ogden, Lightbown, Ste- 
wart, 


Dwyer. 
Crowd: 3994 (Double-header). 
Referee: R.Davies. 


KEITH GILMOUR 


ROUND 2 


cularly from Tapai before 


Juventus finally took a 
107th minute lead. 
Joe Palatsidis ran to 


meet a pass from Egan and 
continued on to smash the 
ball home for 1-0. 


Footscray equalised 
with just one minute left to 
play when  Bozinovski 


deftly curled a ball inside 
the far post direct from a 
corner kick. 

The penalty scorers in 
the shoot-out were Egan, 
Marley, 


Incantalupo, 


APIA WIN OUT 


Lane, Palatsidis, Patter- 
son and Belic for Juve 
Bozinovski, Fabrizio, Di- 
movski, Van Egmond, 
Karic and Spink successful 
for Footscray. 

BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS: 
Marama, Lane, Herd (Falcone 
HT), McDowall, Belic, Marley, 


Palatsides, Incantalupo, Egan, 
Patterson, Zinn. 


FOOTSCRAY: Nikitovic, 
James, Karic, Van Egmond, 
Tapal, Fabrizio, Lujic, Spink, 


1385. 


IN SHOOT-OUT 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC, despite 
their far superior perform- 
ance, bowed out of the 1988 
Beach Fashions Cup, going 
down to Apia 4-2 on penal- 
tles at Sydney’s Parramatta 
Stadium. 

The much faster Olympic, 
have only themselves to 
blame and lost this match for 
the following reasons: 

1. They ran faster than their 
brains. 

2. Selfish play when players 
failed to pass to better 
goalscoring-positioned col- 
leagues. 

3. Substitute Terry Patalis 
failing to score the winner in 


the 112th minute, Patalis 
found himself in front of the 
target with only Apia's 


goalkeeper, Tony Pezzano to 
beat but went wide of the right 
post. 

4. A great match-perform- 
ance by Pezzano for Apia. 


ROD BROWN 
{Apia Leichhardt) 


blocking two penalties in the 
shoot-out. 

5. Olympic’s goalkeeper, 
Clint Gosling, failing to cor- 
rectly read Eddie Thomson's 
three accurate signals from 
the bench during the penalty 
shoot-out. 

Olympic threatened 
throughout the match. 

In the fourth minute, right- 
back, Davie Barrett saw his 
header saved by Pezzano. 

Four minutes later, striker 
Marshall Soper watched his 
snap-shot blocked —_by 
Pezzano. 

The ninth minute John Kos- 
mina blasted over the top a 
Soper cross from the right. 

All seemed joyful for Olym- 
pic in the 33rd minute when 
midfielder Gary Phillips buried 
the ball into the target, but was 
flagged for off-side. 

The 44th minute saw Apia’s 
Rod Brown blast a vicious 18 
metre volley which Gosling 
just managed to lift over the 
top of his bar. 

The relentless chase for the 


ons Cup 


THE clash between South Melbourne and Adelaide 
City originally set down for Olympic Park tonight has 
been postponed to a date to be fixed. 

Already qualified are Apia-Leichhardt, Brunswick 
Juventus and the current Cup holders, Sydney 


Croatia. 


winner by Olympic went on in 
the second half and into extra 
time but all to no avail. 


Arno Bertogna’s 48th mi- 


nute header whistled over 
Olympic's cross-bar. 


In the 88th minute, Bertog- 
na again almost nailed the 
target but disappointedly 
watched his hit crash onto the 
post. 

Three minutes later Olym- 
pic had a golden chance to 
grab the winner when Patalis 
failed to put away his golden 
chance. 

Kosmina in the 102nd mi- 
nute saw his ‘goal’ disallowed 
for off-side. 

The 109th minute found 
Olympic's centre-back 
George Haniotis receive a red 
card for a crude tackle on 
Apia's Tony Parison. 

The penalty shoot-out that 
followed extra time, saw 
Olympic's coach Eddie 
Thomson frantically scream- 
ing and signalling his 
goalkeeper which way to dive 


§ for the shots from Bertogna, 


Charlie Yankos and Joe 
Watson. 

Gosling failed to ‘read’ 
Thomson's clear signals and 
went the wrong way on all 
three occasions. 

Penalty scorers: 

Bertogna . . . hit base of left 
post. 

Kosmina . . . scored. 

Mark Brown . . . scored. 

Grant Lee . . . scored. 

Charlie Yankos . . . scored. 

Jason Polack ... blocked 
Pezzano. 

Joe Watson . . . scored. 

Gary Phillips ... blocked 
Pezzano. 

Jean-Paul de Marigny ... 
scored the winner. 

Apia 4-2 on penalties. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: Gosling: 
Barret, Hanlotis, Hooker, Koch: 
Saad (Patalis 105th), Pontidas 
(Polack 64th), Phillips, Lee: Sop- 
er, Kosmina. 


Crowd: 3,994. 


Beach Fashions 
Cup — Round 2 


APIA LEICHHARDT 0 
(M Brown, C Yankos, J 
Watson, JP de Marigny) 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 0 (J 
Kosmina, G Lee) on 
penalties 4-2 at Parra- 
matta Stadium. 

FOOTSCRAY 1 (V 
Bozinovski) BRUNS- 
WICK JUVENTUS 1 (J 
Palatsides). Brunswick 
won on penalties 7-6 at 
Olympic Park Melbou- 
rne. Crowd: 1385. 

SYDNEY CROATIA 3 
(R Slater, A Hunter, M 
Lamond) BRISBANE 
LIONS 0 at Parramatta 
Stadium. Crowd: 3994. 


back 


AFTER a season with a 
tagging back injury, 
tenacious Terrigal 
youngster Tony Gough 
is on the comeback 
trail. 

The keen-as-mustard 
20-year-old sun lover has 
returned to First Division 
Ku-ring-gai in an attempt 
to break through into the 
first grade line-up. 

With regular and reli- 
able right back David 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


STRIKER Tony Leme- 
zina may not, after all, 
be parading his talents 
with Inter Monaro at the 
Marco Polo Ground 
this season. 

Under the terms of his 
complicated contract with 
Melbourne Croatia he can 
return to Canberra on a 
free transfer only to ACT 
first division club Croatia 
Deakin — and Monaro are 
not prepared to pay a mas- 
sive transfer fee for his 


signature. 
In the meantime former 
AIS goalkeeper Peter 


Gunning has begun train- 
ing and the club has made 
an offer to Croatia Deakin 
for John Miloloza and for 
Andrew Monterosso who 
was on loan last year. 

A 21-year-old winger, 
Dominic Coliguri, who 
has played with an Italian 
third division side, has 
approached the club seek- 
ing a trial while former 
Fijian international striker 
Rusiate Waqa, who had a 
few games last season, is 
also returning. 


NSW 
PRE-SEASON 
CHALLENGE CUP 


Results of resche- 
duled washed out fix- 
tures. 

Gladesville 3 Manly 
Warringah 0, Newcastle 
2 Warringah Freshwater 
1, Canberra City 4 Inter 
Monaro 1, Fairy Meadow 
1 Wollongong 0, Black- 
town City 1 Polonia 0, 
Penrith 6 Blacktown Un- 
ited 0, Rockdale Illinden 
2 Canterbury 1, Suther- 
land 5 Kingsford 1. 


ae 


IN your ASW each 

week ALEX VESIC’s 

behind the scenes 

cover of the NSW State 

League scene. Don’t 
miss It! 


Tony Gough 


Ku-ring-gai 


after injury 


with 


Kevern indicating that this 
may well be his last season 
as a top division player, 
coach Allan Bourke could 
well have in mind the 
grooming of Gough as his 
eventual replacement. 

Born in Ryde, Gough 
moved to the Central 
Coast with his family at the 
age of three, when his 
father Stan, a joiner by 
trade, linked up with the 
prosperous building firm 
Pluim Constructions at 
West Gosford. 


The boy soon estab- 
lished himself in the Terri- 
gal school team and went 
on to represent the Central 
Coast in the NSW Youth 
League competition as an 
Under 11 player. 

He was sucessful 
enough to make the State 
Under 12 and Under 13 
squads while playing at this 
level. 


In a move aimed at prog- 
ressing further in the code, 
the tough tackling Tony 
decided to try his luck with 
the Ku-ring-gai rep side 
and played with the Under 
15 and Under 16 Green 
Machine. 


During this period Tony 
showed good form in the 
Ku-ring-gai 3rd Grade 
State League side and The 
Chasers were quick to 


Season 


BY ALEX VESIC 


TONIGHT, at Seymour 
Shaw Park, Rockdale 
linden will entertain 
A.LS. in the first round 
of the 1988 League 
season. 

A.I.S. will be an un- 
known to  Sydneysiders, 
hence an interesting en- 
counter with the home 
team holding a slight edge 
over the best of Australian 
young talent from our 
footballing school in Can- 
berra. 

Rockdale Minden had an 
unusually strong start to 
the season winning its 
qualifying group in the 
State League Challenge 
Cup brushing past Suther- 
land, Canterbury and 
Kingsford. 

With Stuart Porter firing 
on all cylinders, Billy 
Pilovski and Mike 
Boogard controlling pro- 
ceedings at the back and its 
fast moving midfield al- 
ways on the lookout for 
goals, it will be a heart 
stopper of a game for the 


youngsters from  Can- 
berra. 
And while Rockdale 


Tlinden will find its game 
against A.I.S. more then a 
mere workout, the side 
will be in for a tough battle 
at Melita Stadium next 
Sunday. 

Neither side could 
afford to lose those vital 
early points and a catious 
start is on the cards. 


admire the ability of the 
blond haired midfielder. 

Always ambitious and 
with a most supportive 
father who follows his 
son’s soccer keenly, Tony 
next decided to try out with 
Sydney City. 

Throughout all these 
seasons the father and son 
were travelling down from 
Terrigal several times 
weekly to meet training 
commitments. 

The years with The 
Slickers produced a furth- 
er improvement and 
Gough was impressed with 
the high standard of 
coaching at the now de- 
funct club, 

After the Sydney City 
teams broke up, Tony re- 
turned to the Ku-ring-gai 
fold and soon found a spot 
in the 2nd Grade side but 
was unable to perform in 
1987 due to the back com- 
plaint. 

Now, this _ season, 
Bourke has found a place 
for Tony in his squad and 
sees the player in a new 
role as defender. 

Tony is a great lover of 
the outdoors and his work 
as a greenkeeper at the 
Gosford Bowling Club 
keeps him suitably well 
tanned, while regular trips 
to the beach play a not in- 
significant role in is life. 

His dedication is second 
to none: how many other 
Soccer players would take 
two trains and a bus to 
training three times a week 
involving round trips of 
four hours? 

This is the pattern each 
week for Tony as he sets off 
from work for his sessions 
with The Chasers at the 
Ku-ring-gai High School. 

And when the weekend 
comes round, Dad Stan 
can be relied on to support 
his son in all matches, pro- 
viding the necessary trans- 
port. 
It should only be a mat- 
ter of timé before Tony 
Gough finds a place in the 
Green and White of the 
senior Ku-ring-gai side. 

From Paul Goodwin 


opener 


Sutherland and Inter 
Monaro, also on Sunday at 
Seymour Shaw Park, cer- 
tainly bears all the qual- 
ities of yet another ‘derby’ 
with the locals conceding 
favouritism but certainly 
not the match to: those 
classy players of Inter 
Monaro. 


Blacktown City should 
have little trouble in 
disposing of Yugal at the 
Gabbie, while Uruguayan 
Penrith might find a few 
holes in Freshwater’s de- 
fence at Cook Park to take 
the points. 


Freshwater is certainly 
not without a chance but its 
defence looks suspect. 

This Saturday at the 
Austral Park, Newcastle 
Austral has an __ ideal 
chance of starting its 
league campaign where it 
left off in the Challenge 
Cup. 


Polonia is still without a 
number of its star players 
and lack consistency. 

Wollongong Macedonia 
might return to winning 
form at the expense of 
Canterbury Marrickville, 
but they must stop that 
speedy striker from 
Arlington, Zlatko Aram- 
basic. 

Canberra City will tack- 
Je Ku-ring-gai at Hawker 
Oval and a drawn game is 
fancied with neither side 
yet in full swing and in 
good touch in front of goal. 


NSW State League's Early Start 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


THE 1988 NSW State 
League makes an early 
start with the kick-off 
coming this week. 

Fittingly, the ambitious 
Newcastle Austral are 
home to Polonia at Austral 
Park, Newcastle, on Satur- 
day and are favoured to 
have the edge on the new- 
ly-promoted side. 

Wollongong Macedonia 
have a difficult task against 
Canterbury — _ newly 
named Canterbury-Bank- 
stown but destined to be- 
come Canterbury Mar- 
rickville once again — at 
the J.J. Kelly Park in Wol- 
Jongong. 

The Berries boast play- 
ers such Steve Meades, the 


former Sutherland _ star 
who had NSL experience 
with Sydney Croatia. 


Steve Bryant 
refuses terms 


FORMER Canberra 
Griffins _ player-coach 
Steve Bryant has. re- 
fused the terms offered 


him by the NSW 
League Soccer club for 
the 1988 season. 


And barring a change of 
mind on either side, the 
man who has served the 
Griffins through six sea- 
sons will probably end his 
career in the ACT League. 

Bryant is not the only 
player unhappy with the 
contract negotiations. 
Last year’s first-teamers 
Phil Reis and Billy Willox, 
and 1986 striker Ian Gib- 
son are unlikely to re-sign. 

Willox said he had just 
taken over the Rama In- 
dian restaurant in Pearce. 
“I've reached the point 
where my business com- 
mitments have to take pre- 
cedence over Soccer. 

“But Tl still be in- 
terested in any offer local- 
ly,” he said. 

Griffins’ publicity offic- 
er John Bonnett said there 
could be no sweetener to 
the deals. “The club has 
very little money,” he 
said yesterday. “This sea- 
son players will be with us 
for the love of the game, or 
not with us at all.” 

Bryant said he was sad to 
be ending his long associa- 
tion with the club in this 
way. “But the money they 
offered was less than I 
could get in the local com- 
petition,” he said. 

“The club has told me 
that they won't put any 
obstacles in the way of my 
leaving so I will be looking 
for someone else to play 
for. 

“I feel very sorry for 
(player-coach) Tommy 
Sermanni. He has got no- 
thing to work with and it is 
going to be an embarrass- 
ment to him. 

“They are asking him 
to hold the team together 
on the field as well as coach 
it. It is a terrible re- 
sponsibility.” 

A defender with the 
ability to score spectacular 
goals, usually from set 
pieces, Bryant, 34, came to 
Canberra in 1982 direct 
from English League club 
Portsmouth. 

He has played more 
than 200 games in the NSL 
and NSW League includ- 
ing a spell as player-coach 
after the resignation of 
Roy Thompson. 


GRAHAM COOKE 


Other such as Craig 
Burchmore, Caban, 
Lerond and Sharp will 
keep things moving. 

Canberra caused late 
problems for Ku-ring-gai 
with a requested switch 
from Sunday to Saturday 
as well as the change of 
grounds to Hawker Oval. 

Club public relations 
man for Ku-ring-gai, Paul 
Goodwin, said: “Many of 
our players had sporting 


commitments on  Satur- 
day, and others were 
working. 

“We need a more 


powerful committee for 


GRIFFINS 
SURPRISE 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


CANBERRA Griffins 
put the miseries of the 
last few weeks behind 
them, for a night at 
least, and hammered 
Inter Monaro 4-1 in the 
NSW League Cup tie at 
the Marco Polo Ground 
last week. 

Those who had been 
predicting the humiliation 
of Tom Sermanni’s make- 
do-and-mend outfit were 
stunned by a team whose 
faces were largely the 
same, but otherwise bore 
no resemblance to that 
beaten 4-1 by Fairy 
Meadow 10 days pre- 
viously. 

And if one man made 
the difference it was little 
Ray Junna. 


RAY JUNNA 
(Canberra) 

He was a dynamo, run- 
ning, searching and prob- 
ing everywhere in pursuit 
of an opening in a Monaro 
defence which began con- 
fidently enough, but 
quickly crumbled under 
the onslaught. 

He was successful twice. 
His first goal, on the half 
hour, came after a brilliant 
solo run down the right, 
and a cracking drive past 


goalkeeper Manual 
Notaris. 
The second, four mi- 


nutes into the second half, 
was quite different — an 
opportunist snap shot 
which deflected off Luche 
Djordjieski’s legs into the 
net. 

Gus Cerro and Steve 
Bryant bagged the others. 

It was indicative of a 
hesitant and unproductive 
forward line that Monaro’s 
only goal came from mid- 
fielder Ambrosino. 

If the Griffins can para- 
de their derby form a few 
more times this season 
then there may yet be 
something to look forward 
to in the weeks ahead. 


INTER MONARO:  Notaris, 
Arthur, Gagetti, Budini, titllas, 
Ambrosino, Carbone, Djordjies- 
ki, Perinovic, Dukic, Alchin 
(Janke 24th). 

CANBERRA GRIFFINS: Glan- 
nasca, T Popovich, Kulscar, R 
Junna, Fiorese, Bryant, C Junna 


(lannotta 84th), Sermanni, 
Magallan, Cerro, N Popovich 
(Fernandez 68th). 


Fr 


ee \ 


the State League ist Divi- 
sion, to take sanctions 
where this sort of things 
occurs.” 

Obviously a late switch 


could cost a club valuable 
points under these 
circumstances. 

Melita Eagles’ strong 


squad under Raul Blanc 
goes into action at Melita 
Stadium with Rockdale 
Tlinden the opponents. 

The tip is that Melita and 
Blacktown will be the 
strongest contenders this 
year, and Melita should 
have players like Wayne 


JOHN BRADLEY — Uruguayan Penrith ideas. 


Farnsworth, Ray Farrugia 
and Greg Brown among 
the scorers. 

Blacktown’s compact 
stadium at Seven Hills 
should see a win over 
Yugal. 

The Second Division 
also kicks off, with Sydney 
Macedonia playing Black- 
town United in the only 
Saturday game. 

One Sunday the venues 
are Knight Park, Lynwood 
Park, Police Boys 
Ground, Potts Park, 
Cromer Park and Little 
Bay Oval. 


University of NSW Soccer Club 


NSW State League 
Second Division 


PLAYERS 


FOR ALL 


GRADES WANTED 


Training at Little Bay Oval, 
Little Bay — Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday at 7pm 


For more information: 


Craig Brooker 662 7000 
Shankar 349 8739 


CONCORD 
JUNIORS 


Inter Urban Division 2 


PLAYERS REQUIRED 


First and Second Grade 


Training Sundays 9am 
February 14 and 21 
at Greenlees Park Concord 
For further information 


contact Jeff Taylor 


645 1140 (H) 
or 136 6976 (B) 
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Artificial 


Surface 


Caulfield Considers 
Olympic Park No.2 


CAULFIELD CITY aims 
to Improve on last 
year’s final placing to 
hopefully win the 
championship accord- 
ing to club spokesman, 
George Zafropoulos. 
ape r oor 


PAUL HARRIS 


(Caulfield) 
The ambitious Greek 
club is also tentatively 


looking at the possibility of 
using the artificially-sur- 
faced Olympic Park No.2 
ground as its home base. 


Olympic 
Village 
Favoured 


oS 


BRUNSWICK —__Juven- 
tus president Dominic 
Tenuta Is satisfied that 
the club has started on 
the right foot at their 
new home, Olympic 
Village. 

“Although we have had 
only one match at the 
ground, the reaction was 
good,” he said. 

“The facilities are not 
comparable with our for- 
mer ground Olympic Park, 
but, in any case, when we 
play there some sections 
are shut. 

“At the Village there is 
cover under the stand, and 
our followers appreciate 
the opportunity to secure 
adequate car parking 
space. 

“It is not so much the re- 
spective costs. | think the 
change will do us a deal of 


VLADO VLAHOVIC ex- 
amines the prospects of 
Green Gully, Box Hill, 
Northcote City and Tho- 
mastown as he finalises 
the Victorian State 
League previews prior 
to the March 5 kick-off. 
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Caulfield will play its 
first match of the season on 
the artificial surface 
against Springvale City on 
March 5 — this will be the 
first competitive game for 
league points on the artifi- 
cial surface in Australia. 


If the venture proves 
successful Caulfield “will 
continue to experiment 
with it until they are cer- 
tain of either wanting it or 
not wanting it as its home 
base. 


Caulfield’s ambitions 
are not dented by the de- 
parture of three top play- 
ers. Centre-back Angie 
Coutos, who has gone to 
Greece to trial with second 
division club  Katerene, 
left-back Harry Michael to 
South Melbourne and 
another defender 


Pappas has left. 


Con © 


VLADO VLAHOVIC’S 
COUNT DOWNTO 
MARCH 5 KICK-OFF 


Coming in to replace the 
departures are striker Bru- 
no Bozella and centre- 
back Caesar Fattore both 
from Fawkner, Richie 
Armstrong from Frank- 
ston Pines, striker Danny 
Zemanuk of Green Gully 
and young 19-year-old 
midfielder Ake Alo- 
goyinas, who trialled with 
the club last season but 
didn’t feel ready so he 
played out the season with 
Mordialloc. 


Zafropoulos believes 
the fast, strong Alogoyinas 
should have a big future. 

A minior setback to the 
club is goalkeeper Robert 
Madjer who is still re- 
covering from a_ knee 
operation and won't be 
ready until a few weeks 
into the season, 


Caulfield is definitely 


aiming to win the title, but 
Zafropoulos is yet another 


person emphasising that 
1988 will be one of the 
toughest seasons to 
conquer. 


Jim Rooney plots 


Bulleen’s 


hig battle 


BULLEEN VENETO has made it to the peak of Soc- 
cer competition in Victoria for the first time in its 
history after coming up through the lower leagues 


In quick succession. 


Now it has a real fight on Its hands to stay in top 


company. 


Most clubs will agree it’s a long way to the top but 
even tougher to stay there. However, Bulleen has a 
few things going for it such as an ex-Socceroo as 
coach, money, beautiful facilities and perhaps more 
importantly, a close-knit and successful squad. 

But new coach, Jimmy Rooney has no pre-con- 
ceived notions of an easy time. 

He knows It will be tough for his relatively Inexperi- 
enced side but he believes the club is well organised 
and has the aterlal to at least remain in the State 
League especially since no players have departed 
the club from last season's squad. 

An added bonus is that Fab Angele from Fawkner 
has joined the club to add some strength and experi- 
ence to the defence after he missed all of last season 
due to a knee reconstruction. Ringwood City’s, Brian 


Keenen is another gain. 


Ex-Juventus defender Paul Romano and Tony 
Cavilll, who both enjoyed good seasons last year, 
will partner Agnele in defence and they will certainly 


made a tight unit. 


Andy Bozikas, Laurie Boarotto (who has played 
State League with Northcote in the past) and Joe 
D'Amico who will be Boarotto’s partner up front, are 
three players who experience will be relied upon as a 


guiding force. 


Rooney Is 90% happy his sides pre-season form 
but naturally there Is room for improvement and he 
Says, he’s always keeping one eye open for a good 
Prospect, especially one with experience and is not 


too expensive. 


ASATCR, 


Optimistic 
Gus McLeod's 
Springvale 
City task 


SPRINGVALE CITY 
has no doubt the 
youngest squad (17 


players) in the State 
League with eight play- 
ers under the age of 21 
but new coach, Gus 
McLeod Is thriving on 


the challenge. 
The challenge for 
McLeod seems doubly 


harsh since the departure 
of several senior players. 

Full-back Gary Hobson 
has left to lower league 
side Boronia. 

Veteran Ged Bannon 
and striker Kevin Swins- 
coe have both gone to new- 
ly formed First Division 
side, Dandenong City. 

Dragan Vasic is for sale 
at $1800, striker Greg 
House was sold _ to 
Mooroolbark for $1250 
and midfielder Robbie 
Stewart is listed at $2000. 

Also Jimmy Williams, 
Ian Loughnane and Neil 
Garvey transfer-listed at 
$2000 which is negotiable. 
These players have de- 
finitely sapped much re- 
quired experience out of 
the team and McLeod is 
only too aware of it. 

However, a few players 
have been snared includ- 
ing Hugh Finlay, a midfiel- 
der from second division 
club, Prahran Celtic for 
$2000. 

Also fullback Adrian 
Rau of Knox City and 
Steve Keenen, a striker 
from Scottish second divi- 
sion club, Stenhousemuir 
will be on the job. It re- 
mains to be seen whether 
these player will adequate- 
Jy fill the void. 

But McLeod remains 
optimistic and cites players 
like Dennis Boland, who 
he believes is the best 
Keeper in the league, and 
centre-half Martin Bissin- 
ger, who had a great sea- 
son of last and these two 


- players will be considered 


Key members together 
with the new signings. 

Some of the younger 
players are Paul Rolle- 
man, Mike Krall, Steve 
Black and Paul Whyte. All 
of them are at the tender 
age of 18, but they played 
well last season when given 
the opportunity and this 
augurs well for Spring- 
vale’s future, assuming 
they stay at the club. 

However, McLeod con- 
cedes he is searching for an 
experienced striker. 

On the topic of attack- 
ing, McLeod hopes 
coaches will not crawl into 
a defensive shell. 

Every point will be more 
important than ever . be- 
fore because six teams will 
be dropped instead of the 
usual two to make way for 
the VSF’s restructuring. 

On top of all this, 
Springvale City have to 
overcome yet another hur- 
dle and that’s the fact that 
their first five games will be 
played away from home 
due to the closure of their 
park by the local council. 

McLeod has signed a 
two year contract with the 
club and has been given 
total freedom from the 
committee, something he 
didn’t quite enjoy last sea- 
son at Green Gully and this 
freedom is exactly what he 
needs. 


Agee 


his Green Gully days. 


Morwell’s Bobby McLaughlan 
scoops player pool 


MORWELL FALCONS have finally enticed Bobby McLaughlan to coach the 
club (after 5 years of trying) and have also re-appointed Don di Fabrizio as 


president. 


Both men have worked 
hard during the close sea- 
son in securing several 
quality players. 

The signings include 
Gerry Bennett, captain of 
last year’s _ champions 
Polonia, who was signed 
for $1000 and is a welcome 
inclusion especially _ be- 
cause of his experience. 

Dave Reynolds, a 25- 
year-old keeper from New 
Zealand National League 
side Gisborne City, looks a 
good asset. 

Ken Drakeford, a mid- 
fielder from Northcote 
City who is also formerly of 
Gisborne City, is a highly- 
rated player and for $500 
he seems a bargain buy. 

Falcons haye also 
gained John Sokuluk, a 22- 
year-old striker from 
Scottish club, Berwick 
Rangers, but perhaps the 
best recruit is Jim Doyle, a 
midfielder also from Scot- 
land and who has had Pre- 
mier League experience 
with Patrick Thistle and 
Motherwell. 


The high quality of these 
Signings mixed with an 
already talented line-up 
such as Harry Bingham, 
former Coventry City left- 
back Jeff Doyle, Emil 
Bruns, John O'Callaghan 
and strikers, Ian Stirton 
and Stan Webster, it would 
be difficult to imagine any- 
thing less than a finals 
place. 


However in the past, 
strong squads on paper 
have failed to live up to ex- 
pectations on the park and 
McLaughlan recognises 
this fact. 


He cites teams like last 
year’s Melbourne Croatia 
and Croydon City sides as 
two recent examples of 
clubs that were considered 
serious threats but on both 


occasions they flopped 
badly for one reason or 
another. 

McLaughlan reasons 
that a team of top indi- 
viduals are not necessarily 
going to make a top team 


and he hopes such a predi-. 


cament will not befall the 
Latrobe Valley outfit. 

His immediate concern 
is to simply get his players 
fit for the March 5 kick-off 
because he says the Fal- 
cons are two weeks behind 
schedule. 


Of course the other con- 
cern is to find that right 
formula from his array of 
talent so the hard work 
during the off-season will 
be rewarded, he hopes. 

Like most other 
coaches, McLaughlan sees 
this year as a very competi- 
tive league which is keep- 
ing him realistic about his 
side’s chances. 

He prefers not to make 
any rash predictions even 
with such quality staring 
him in the face. 


John O'Callaghan (left) clears from Caulfieid’s 
Phil Griffin. 


Achieving 200 of the best . . . 


SUUUEUNOAUN ANGLE TOEAAUEOANUAGGAAUEONEAOTAAAAEOOOUOO EAGAN EAE EEOA OOOO OATES 


Steve Blair-the 
“Mr Consistency’ of 
South Melbourne 


EU 


BY GREG BLAKE 


THE striking feature about Steve Blair’s game is 
that there isn’t one — or so it is claimed. 


If you read the press or 
talk to the fans rarely, if 
ever, is the big South Mel- 
bourne Hellas central de- 
fender mentioned in the 
best player dispatches. 

Occasionally the 
powerfully-built Hellas 
champ has an outstanding 
game. 

But Ill wager there 
aren't many people about 
who can recall the last time 
Steve Blair played a 
‘stinker’. 

Hellas veteran Blair, a 
former Socceroo and cur- 
rent Victorian player, still 
can’t capture the head- 
lines. 

As the Wrights, Healys, 
Trimbolis and _ Fosters 
herald in an exciting new 
area for the famous Middle 
Park club, big Steve is still 
in there every week plug- 
ging away. 

Still doing the hard 
things, the unnoticed 
things that only those who 
possess an intimate know- 
ledge of the game recog- 
nise for their full worth. 

That’s why a succession 
of coaches have made 
Blair a fixture in the Hellas 
side — almost like an old 
favourite piece of furni- 
ture. 

Players and eras have 
come and gone since Blair 
made his 1979 debut for 
South Melbourne Hellas 
but Blair is always just 
there. 


Blair the veteran, Blair 
the longest-serving active 
player on the Hellas list — 
that’s*the way he’s seen in 
these days of the Hellas 
accent on youth. 

“Hang on a minute, I'm 
only 26 years old”, Blair 
was quick to _ interject 
when I started to hit him 
with the veteran tag as we 
talked recently. 

“I might be the longest 
serving player at the club 
but I’m certainly not the 
oldest”. 

It’s as much a testimony 
to Blair’s ability as it is indi- 
cative of the lack of real in- 
sight of local press that he 
isn’t accorded the recogni- 
tion he deserves. 

His peers, not the press, 
are the ones who recognise 
his true worth. 


Hard to handle 


In recent years I’ve had 
the privilege of talking to 
many of this state’s finest 
players and almost invari- 
ably Blair's name crops up 
as one the ‘most difficult 
opponents’. 

This in-house recogni- 
tion mightn’t win him any 
further international caps 
but this hardly bothers the 
likeable, dark-haired Hel- 
las giant. 

“To me it doesn’t matter 
what other people think of 
me, I just try to give 150 
percent every week,” he 
said. 


“Tye just strived for 


consistency in my game 
and tried to give every- 
thing I’ve got for the club. 

“That’s my secret I 
suppose. 

“T’'ve seen players bril- 
liant for sometimes one 
game and sometimes for 
one season. 

“Just to be consistent is 
what I've aimed for in my 
game and it’s probably that 
which has allowed me to 
survive longer than some 
players far more talented 
thanT. 

“When I talk to the 
young players now I think 
that’s what I try to impress 
most on them — to try and 
create that kind of con- 
sistency in their games be- 
cause that’s what helped 
me get through when I first 
came into the team.” 

Blair, on the outer from 
the Socceroos since the 
early days of the Frank 
Arok era, admits to just 
the slightest amount of dis- 
appointment at having not 
added to his 24 appear- 
ances in the green and 
gold. 

“Sure ['m a bit disap- 
pointed but to be honest 
I’m not sure I’ve got the 
ambition or determination 
to play as an internatio- 
nal,” he admitted. 

“They have asked me to 
come and trainagain but 
with work commitments I 
just can’t spare the time 
and really you have to be a 
bit special to be an in- 
ternational.” 


Rarely beaten 

Lacking in ambition 
perhaps but Blair could 
never be accused of lack- 
ing in determination. 

Blair sticks to his 
assigned tasks manfully 
and is only rarely well 
beaten by an opponent for 
90 minutes. 

He is the epitomy of de- 
termination and it has won 
him in excess of 200 NSL 
games for one of the most 
famous clubs in the land, 
with Egan, Evans, 
Crainie, Brown, Yzen- 
doorn, Davidson, Camp- 
bell, Buljevic, Cummings 
and the rest. 

The plethora of cham- 
pions who’ve come and left 
Hellas during the Blair 
era. 

Blair, who’s just signed 
a new three year contract 
with the Middle Park out- 
fit, said he was expecting to 
play his 200th game for the 
club in the near future. 

With some research I 
was able to surprise him 
with the news that his 
200th came and went with- 
out so much as a celebra- 
tion in round two this sea- 
son at home to Melbourne 
Croatia. 

“That’s a surprise — 
that’s great — I really had 
no idea’”’, he told me. 

“To stay at a club like 
Hellas that long really is a 
great event for me.” 
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“Tt makes it really spe- 
cial staying at a club like 
Hellas because they've 
bought and sold so many 
really fine playes over the 
years and I’ve weathered 
the storm.” 


The big-centre half says 
the new-look 1988 Hellas 
is shaping up to be one of 
the “most promising 
teams” he’s seen in his long 
spell at the club. 


But he’s not about to get 
carried away with all the 
hype, because Blair knows 
from first hand experience 
that there’s quite a way to 
go yet. 

That was never more 
clear than after South Mel- 
bourne’s famous Buffalo 
Gold Cup win two weeks 
ago. 

As his mainly young 
team mates locked arms, 
toasted the win and sang in 
full voice Blair was found 
sitting quietly in one cor- 
ner of the changing room 
with just the hint of a grin 
to reflect his mood. 


He sat quietly con- 
templating the win with 
just the slightest regard for 
the euforia surrounding 
him. 

“I didn’t really realise I 
was like that after the game 
but I’ve won Buffalo Cups 
before and I think I’m just 
aware of how easy it is to 
get carried away”, he ex- 
plained. 


“Sure it’s a good victory 
and we should celebrate 
but that’s the time when 
some supporters come out 
of the woodwork and run 
having their 
photos taken with players 
etc. 


“Tt’s very hard to keep 
your feet on the ground 
with the press and suppor- 
ters pressure after a win 
like that.” 


Blair’s attitude will be 
invaluable to coach Brian 
Garvey if the Hellas boss is 
to steer his young side 
through a testing league 
campaign. 


Resolute 


But that will mean Blair 
must add responsibility to 
his burden although there 
is no doubt his broad 
shoulders will take the 
strain. 

“After something like 
the Buffalo Cup it really is 
easy to get carried away 
and it is on these occas- 
sions that it needs some- 
one like myself or Bobby 
(Russell) or Wadey to make 
sure the younger players 
keep their minds on the 
job,” he says. 

“Tt’s important for us to 
stress to the players to take 
it a week at a time because 
we will get beaten, miss 
chances and concede goals 
at times during the year.” 

One only has to look 
back to the 1987 campaign 
to see just how quickly 


1984 and Steve Blair clears the danger for Australia ‘B’ against touring Greek side — Iraklis. 


things can fall apart from a 
potentially fine team as 
Hellas was last year. 

“Last year was a great 
disappointment to every- 
body’’, he told ASW. 

“We had good estab- 
lished players from other 
NSL clubs and we really all 
expected a good season 
and it fell short of expecta- 
tions. 

“The club decided to get 
rid of some of the experi- 
enced players and we've 
brought in the youngsters 
and it seems to be working. 

“Brian (Garvey) is good 
at working with the kids — 
he relates to them well and 
maybe the change came 
about at the right time. 

“IT mean at another club 
the same changes mightn’t 
have worked but things 
seem to be working at the 
moment. 

“T think the good thing is 
that most of these players 
can look ahead to long 
careers with Hellas and in 
the NSL. 

“This side could stay 
together for years.” 

And all being well Blair 
will remain a part of that 
team and a part of the 
famous club itself. 

At just 26 and with 200 
games to his credit there’s 
every likelyhood Blair will 
become the first NSL 300 
gamer and won’t Hellas 
have had a bargain if 
everyone of those games is 
in the famous blue and 
white. 


© Match Balls, hand sewn by 
mastercraftsman 

@ Training balls, hand sewn 
® Shinguards, knee and elbow pads. 
© Studs ¢ Goal keepers gloves 

© Goalkeepers wear @ Outfield shorts 
© General accessories © All products 
chosen for quality from word-wide 
sources 


double Cc 


®@ First quality nylon wound match balls 
® Felt covered indoor balls 
®@ Low-bound indoor balls 


® 
® © Goalkeepers gloves 
seh © Superb West German craftsmanship 
reu @ Arguably Europe's most popular brand 


DOUBLE 


now available in Australia 
© As used by many Word Cup 
Goalkeepers 
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Australian Women’s Soccer 


John Doyle selected 
as national coach 


FORMER SOCCEROO and well known NSL player 
John Doyle has replaced Fred Robins as coach of 
the Australian Women’s Soccer team. 


Doyle will be assisted by 
Queensland regional 
coach Jim Selby, with 
Stephanie Quinn (ACT) 
the manager and Bill 
Fenney (Northern NSW) as 
physiotherapist. 

He has been given the 
task in the most critical 
year’ yet for women’s 
Soccer. 

Australia will play in the 
fully-sponsored tourna- 
ment in China in June 
against world class opposi- 
tion. 

The aim is to do well and 
then gain a place in the ex- 
pected first ever Women’s 
World Cup in 1990. 

Robins was particularly 
unlucky that his period in 
command occurred at a 
time when the leading 
NSW player were unavail- 
able due to an affiliation 
dispute. 

This, however, came to 


PLAYER 
PROFILE 


B08 
CATLIN 


NAME: RobertCatlin 
DATE OF BIRTH: 22.6.65 
PLACE OF BIRTH: London 
PLAYING POSITION: 
Goalkeeper 

MARITAL STATUS: Single 
OCCUPATION: Telecom 
Technician 
PREVIOUSCLUBS: APIA, 
Manly 

NSLDEBUTFOR 
MARCONI: 28 March 1987 
vBrunswickJuventus 
NSLMATCHESFOR 
MARCONI: 18matches 
CAREERHIGHLIGHTS: 
Signing with Marconi for 
season 1987. Scoring for 
APlAagainstMarconiin 
1984. 
BIGGESTINFLUENCE ON 
CAREER: Allmycoaches. 
WORSTINJURYIN 
SOCCER: Snapped 
shoulderjoint. 
PROFESSIONAL 
AMBITION: Toholda 
regular placein National 
League. 
FAVOURITENSL 
PLAYER:lanGray 
FAVOURITEALL TIME 
PLAYER: Pat Jennings 


an end when the NSW Soc- 
cer Federation Ltd step- 
Ped in to steadily work on 
the problems and then 
admit the women’s 
organisation ot its ranks. 

The Australian 
Women’s Soccer Associa- 
tion has decided to forego 
its ruling that only women 
who complete in the Natio- 
nal Championship could 
be chosen for Australia. 

A selection trial will be 
held in NSW, which did 
not particpate in the last 
nationals. 

The 1988 National 
Championships have been 
allocated to Perth (Under 
19, July 2/9), Melbourne 
(Under 16, July 13/17) and 
Newcastle (Open grade, 
September 17/25). 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


From Page 4 


Nine minutes from the 
end, Footscray almost 
pulled back a goal when 
Spink busted through, but 
Gibson spread his body 
well and saved with his 
leg. 

Two minutes from the 
bell Dimovski tried his 
luck from close range but 
Gibson again denied the 
Victorians any joy from 
their trip north. 

A dejected Footscray 
coach and former Yugos- 
lay international Mirsad 
Fazlagic said after the 
match: ‘“‘Only the two 
goalkeepers had good 
games tonight and 
although in 15 years of 
coaching I have never 
commented on referees, 
ours made an incorrect 
decision when he disal- 
lowed Dimovski his goal, 
ruling off-side.” 

Frank Arok, Saints’ 
victorious coach, stated: 
“That was our best ex- 
hibition this year against a 
well organised team such 
as Footscray”. 

Stars of the match were 
Footscray’s Nikitovic and 
Murphy whilst for Saints, 
picking anyone outstan- 
ding above the rest other 
than goalkeeper Gibson, 
was impossible. 


ST GEORGE: Gibson: Green, 
Chol, Koczka, Grbevskl: Tor- 
tevski, Moffitt, Pottier: 
Ollerenshaw, Hagan, Petkovski 
(ilic 79th). 

FOOTSCRAY: Nikitovic: 
James (Karic), Van Egmond, 
Fabrizlo, Deankovic: Crino, 
Murphy, Bozinovski: Tapel, 
Spink, 


BOB CATLIN (left) keeps an eye on the defensive 


work of Lee Sterrey in a match against Sydney 
Olympic last season. 
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WEEK 135 
27th FEBRUARY, 1988 


DERBY WEST HAM 1 
NEWCASTLE CHELSEA 2 
PORTSMOUTH LIVERPOOL 3 
O.PR. WIMBLEDON 4 
WATFORD COVENTRY 8 
ASTON VILLA PLYMOUTH 
BARNSLEY IPSWICH [7] 
BOURNEMTH STOKE [8 | 
CRYSTAL P.__ SHREWSBURY_| 9 | 

| HUDDERSF'LD BIRMINGHAM | 10 | 
PHULL SHEFF UTD. | 11 | 
LEEDS BLACKBURN He. 
SWINDON, MILLWALL 
WEST BROM. READING {| 
BRISTOL C. ___NORTH'PTON 
BURY BRIGHTON {16 | 
P00 

> | GILLINGHAM DONCASTER | 78 | 

§ | MANSFIELD BRISTOL R. 19 

| NOTIS ¢. CHESTER 20 
PORT VALE BRENTFORD 


PRESTON 
ROTHERHAM 
YORK 
BURNLEY 
CAMB'GE U. 


WALSALL 
CHESTERF'LD 
WIGAN 

SCARBORO" 
SWANSEA 


CARLISLE 
HARTLEPOOL 
HEREFORD 


ROCHDALE 
CREWE 
HALIFAX 


LEYTON 0. WREXHAM 
TORQUAY EXETER 
WOLVES BOLTON 
Z= | BARROW GAINSBORO' 
¥2|CAERNARFON  MATLOCK 
Ee GATESHEAD BANGOR 
2 | MARINE HYDE 


E.MA 


RECA 


ABERDEEN DUNDEE 

ze | CELTIC. MORTON. 

i= | DUNDEE UTD. RANGERS 

a FALKIRK HEARTS 
HIBERNIAN DUNFERMLINE 
ST_MIRREN MOTHERWELL 
DUMBARTON CLYDE 


=> | EAST FIFE AIRDRIE 

£5 | FORFAR RAITH 

52 HAMILTON KILMARNOCK 

6 | PARTICK CLYDEBANK 
Q. OF SOUTH _ MEADOWBANK 

5 | ALBION R. E. STIRLING 

rs ALLOA QUEEN'S PK. 

521 BERWICK BRECHIN 

°S)COWDENBTH STIRLING A. 

*% NORTHERN PREMIER 

THIS WEEKS WINNING 
MATCH NUMBERS 


THE trip of a lifetime to witness matches in the 
forthcoming European Football Championships is 
available through Profi Tours in Sydney. 

The trip covers 18 nights and availablility of tickets 
is limited. 

Group 1 and Group 2 matches take place in Ger- 
many, and tickets are included for games including 
the semi-finals and final. 

The package includes a free return ticket from 
Germany to most European capitals. 

The European Championships runs from June 11/ 
26. 
Contact Michael at Profi Tours Tel. (02) 438 2977 
Fax (02) 436 2000. 6 

Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime to see top 
football. 
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NSW 
STATE LEAGUE 


EXPERT ALEX VESIC 
WRITES... 


THE last round of the 
State League Chal- 
lenge Cup in NSW en- 
ded on a sour note for 
some of the estab- 
lished clubs, while 
North Bankstown 
eliminated Yugal and 
Ku-Ring-Gail to enter 
the last 16. 

North Bankstown 
shocked Yugal with a deci- 
sive 3-1 victory at Melita 
Stadium with Gran Bard 
scoring twice, then came 
up with a last minute 
equaliser through William 
Perry against Ku-Ring- 
Gai to enter tha last 16. 

And while North Banks- 
town had every reason to 
be elated with its second 
spot in group B, losing only 
to the eventual group win- 
ner, Melita Eagles, Yugal 
and Ku-Ring-Gai must re- 
think their State League 
strategy, particulary 
Yugal if they are to do well. 

Melita Eagles was su- 
perb in all its matches and 
will be the team to beat in 
this year’s State League 
competition. 


GROUP ‘A’ 
ROCKDALE, 


SUTHERLAND 


After a shaky start in 
group ’A’, Sutherland 
struck form against 
Kingsford Olympic to 
blast five goals and en- 
ter the last 16. 

Its indifferent form in the 
first two matches netted 
only one goal and one 
point with a loss to Rock- 
dale llinden and a tame 
draw against Canterbury 
Marrickville Olympic. 

The side from Suther- 
land is still hoping to have 
the O'Shea brothers in its 
line-up for the State 
League competition. Its 
present squad came to life 
against Kingsford and with 
Tony Caban scoring a hat- 
trick found its touch in front 
of goal but that is hardly the 
tonic needed for greater 
success in the competition 
to start this weekend. 


Rockdale llinden had lit- 
tle problem in qualifying, 
displaying scintilating 
form at times to win all of its 
matches, 


Under the guidance of 
Ljubo Gojkovic, the side 


looks solid and 
purposeful. 
Cant Marrickville: 


Licata. 
Hargraves, Weinere) KINGS: 
FORD OLYMPIC 1 (Walker) at 

Shaw. 
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GROUP B: 
MELITA, BANKSTOWN 


Surprise packet North 
Bankstown qualified at 
the expense of Yugal 
and Ku-Ring-Gal, while 
Melita at no stage looked 
extended In winning ali 
of Its matches in fine 
style. 

NTH BANKSTOWN 1 
(Perry) KU-RING-GAI 1 
(Jeffery) 


anao 


GROUP ‘C’ 
FAIRY MEADOW, 


CANBERRA 


Falry Meadow stun- 
ned Its much fancied ri- 
vals from the NSW State 
League by winning the 
top spot in this group, 
conceding only one goal 
in three matches. 

Canberra Griffins, after 
a shaky start, brushed 
Past Wollongong Macedo- 
nia and Inter Monaro to 
earn its place in the last 16. 

CANBERRA GRIF- 
FINS 3 (Cerro 2, Popovic) 
WOLLONGONG MACE- 
DONIA 1 (Wotherspoon) 

FAIRY MEADOW 0 IN- 
TER MONARO 0 


a Notaras, 
Ambrosino, Budinl, Arthur, Titi- 
las, Carbone, Djordjesk! (Sank), 
Alchin, Perinovic, Dukic (Bren- 
nan), Glampaolo. 
INTER MONARO 1(Ambros!- 
no) CANBERRA GRIFFINS 4 
Bryant, —_C.Junna, 


It was all too obviou: 
from the very start that 
Blacktown City Demons 
and Uruguayan Penrith 
would qualify from this 
group and the only in- 
terest centred on the 


ROUND 5, SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28, 2.30PM- 


Sydney Croatia 
5PM 
APIA Leichhardt 
_ 6PM 
Footscray v 
Sydney Olympic v 
_ Melb. Croatia v 
Sunshine GC v 
_ 7PM 
Marconi 


Wollongong C  Schintler Reserve ; 
Sth Melbourne Parramatta Stad. 

Preston Mak. 
Brunswick Juve Chaplin Res 


v_ St George 


v Adelaide City Croatian Sports C. . 


vy Brisbane Lions Lambert Park 


Olympic Park 


Marconi Stadium 


performance of the new- 
ly promoted Polonia as 
well as the clash be- 
tween the Demons and 
Uruguayan. 

Polonia stumbled and 
fumbled against Uru- 
guayan, but performed 
well against Blacktown 
City losing 1-0. It must be 
noted that Polonia is still 
without its star players 
such as Janic, Pop, 
Robertson and Lasek. 

We are being told that all 
those players are at pre- 
sent gaining experience 
with a first division club in 
Poland, Wroclaw, and 
they hope that on their re-. 
turn Polonia will become 
one of the better clubs in 


the State League. 

URUGUAYAN PEN- 
RITH 6 (Bradley 2, Krslo- 
vic, O'Donnell, Benitez, 
Batten) BLACKTOWN 
UTDO 

Uruguayan Penrith: Hoare, 
O'Donnell, Krslovic, Woods, 


POLONIA 3 (Janduda 2, Caml 
vale) BLACKTOWN UTD 2 (Delf, 


Murray) 

Polonia: Thurlow, Martino, 
Rassmussen, Pratt, Vander- 
burg, Chau, Drys, a 


Reis (Van Bierk), a 
Naumov. 

Ul Penrith: ae 
(Berry), O'Donnell, Krsior 
Woon, Bourke, Gonzales, 


Blacktown Utd.. 
Chinese Taipei 
here already 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


CHINESE TAIPEI ar- 
rived last Sunday in 
Sydney and were 
quickly taken out to the 
Valentine Park, Park- 
lea, headquaters of the 
NSW Soccer Federa- 
tion, where they will be 
based till tomorrow 
(Thursday). 

The travelling party of 
25 including officials were 
impressed by Parklea’s 
facilities which include 48 
rooms, a canteen, dining 
room, basketball court, 
training pitches and a 
swimming pool. 

Liason officer attached 
to the squad is none other 
than popular personality, 
Johnny Thomson. 

He has been showing the 
Taiwanese the sights of 
Sydney, before flying 
them out to Canberra for 
their match against Aus- 
tralia on Friday night. 

The Asians then come 
back to Sydney from 
February 27 to March 3 be- 


fore flying on to Mel- 
bourne. 
Meanwhile, Australia 


went into camp yesterday, 
at Sydney’s Travelodge at 
Rushcutters Bay. 

Australia will fly to Can- 
berra on Friday morning. 


LIKE many | am a great 
admirer of Adelaide City. 


The West Ham of Aus- 
tralian Soccer, Mike Hill 
correctly calls them. 

A club which has always 
entertained, always tried 
to play the game as it is 
meant to be played — with 
skill, beauty and fairness. 

Since the inception of 
the NSL they’ve always 
been good to watch play- 
ing their distinctive brand 
of middle European foot- 
ball. 

When they won the 
national title two years ago 
many of us rejoiced. 

Winners are followed, 
imitated and for Austra- 
lian Soccer to follow the 
lead and example of Ade- 
laide City could only be a 
positive thing for the game 
in this country. 

But since their national 
title, result wise things 
have gone a little off the 
rails for Adelaide City. 

By their standards a 
pretty disappointing 1987 
and a poor start to 1988 
sees them with one point 
from six at the time of writ- 
ing and holding up the 
West End National Soccer 
League in last place. 

Sure it’s early days yet 
but if Adelaide Ctiy is in 
last place we must have a 
hell of a West End NSL on 
our hands. 

Throughout 1987 they 
were involved in some of 
the best matches seen — 
their 3-2 win over Sydney 
Croatia in Sydney rates for 
me as one of the finest 
matches in 1987. 

Again this year on the 
two occasions I’ve seen 
them they have been in- 
volved in first class 
matches. 

Silly as it sounds they 
played with style — and 
lost 0-6 to St George. 


A week later they were 
desperately unlucky to 
lose 2-3 to Wollongong 
City in Adelaide in 
another fine match. 

But style and grace 
doesn’t keep fans com- 
pletely happy nor the turn- 
stiles ticking over. 

In such circumstances it 
is to be hoped however 
that Adelaide City is 
patient. 

That they don’t aban- 
don their attractiveness 
completely. 

Their ten field players 

against Wollongong 
Shillabeer, Flounders, 
Tobin, Nyskohus, Melta, 
Sorensen, Villani, 
Vidmar, 
Mullen and Maxwell with 
the classy Santrac on the 
bench can ALL play with 
skill and flair. 

Their is not a “‘clogger” 


among them which in these 
days of tidying up the game 
is a tremendous plus. 

Patience is one of the 
most important _prere- 
quisities to success in foot- 
ball. 

Adelaide City need tons 
of that as they see their 
team play well — and lose. 

One hopes and wishes 
Adelaide City well in its 
continued ideal of playing 
attractively and winning. 


Programs and 
clubhouses 
While on Adelaide City 


_ top marks for a splendid 


match day programme 
put together by Max 
Huffa (editor) and Vic 
Migllacclo (assistant 
editor). 

I would suggest other 
Sydney and Melbourne 
clubs follow suit. 

As I would suggest they 
follow Ad City’s example 
in their clubhouse where 


Congrats to 
the ASF 


Whoever 
sible for 
approach to Craig John- 
ston for the Bi Centen- 
nial Gold Cup deserves a 
pat on the back. 


The idea is a splendid 
one and, if successful, is 
sure to add to the 
attractiveness and 


Is respon- 


marketability of the series” 


with Brazil, Argentina and 
Saudi Arabia. 


Johnston's unayailabil- 
ity for Australia is well 
documented elsewhere, 
but his appearance in the 
green and gold in July 
would be an enormous lift 
to the series. 


But I would draw a line 
at Johnston, Patikas, 
Mitchell and Kalantzis of 
our Europeans appearing 
in the Gold Cup. 


the ASF's ; 


te eae ae 


Left: CHARLIE VILLANI flies high for a header. Right: Ad City newcomer JESPER SOREN- 


én 
2 
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4 . .. don’t abandon their 
attractiveness completely 9 


past, present teams and 
playes are on display with 
pride. 

Unlike the Sydney 
clubs, and I include my old 
club St George and the 
City Club in Canberra 
when you walk into their 
clubs you could be for- 
given for thinking it was 
not a football club. 

It is as though we are 
ashamed to tell the world 
we are football fans. 

Adelaide City sets the 
example in having its his- 
tory and current team well 
displayed. 

Sydney Clubs in particu- 
lar in their licensed pre- 
mises — and I include Mar- 
coni and Apia and St 
George and Canberra City 
— could do worse than fol- 
low Ad City’s example. 


Our regular Winfield 
Socceroos after all really 
do have some rights in such 
a prestigious tournament. 


Indoor needs 
commonsense 


if I had one wish it 
would be that common- 
sense prevails in the 
looming outdoor v in- 
door argument. 


We are set for an al- 
mighty showdown if the 
two parties do not sit down 
and talk about the so called 
“conflict” which is an 
overseas matter at best. 


Most indoor players are 
also outdoor players and 
Tm afraid if neither party 
talks about it to one 
another it will all end up in 


UP and AWAY! Craig Johnston after his FA Cup 
final goal for Liverpool against Everton. 


the courts with the usual 
front page publicity for 
football when we have 
trouble. 

T am fully aware of both 
sides of the story and in an 
objective sense merely 
want to state the benefits 


SEN on the move. 


s 
The first from Professor 
Julio Mazzei, former 
coach of the New York 
Cosmos and Pele’s perso- 
nal trainer for many years. 
The professor and Pele 
have teamed up again by 
staging junior tourna- 


of indoor in producing ments in Brazil and the let- 
more skilled © outdoor ter from the Professor was 
players, to invite Australian teams 
For that reason, and tocompete. 
hopefully as background I have full details for 
to those intent on fighting those junior clubs in- 
the “conflict” in the law terested in competing 
courts, I reproduce my against teams from all 


thoughts on indoor or Fut- 


around the world in Brazil. 


sal below. The first PELE IN- 
Pel i VITATIONAL 

~ pointers TOURNAMENT saw 281 

Ihad two letters from teams and over 5000 


Brazil during the week 
both of which will be of 


youngsters from around 
the world compete in Bra- 


A similar number 
attended at Christmas and 
the THIRD PELE IN- 
VITATIONAL tourna- 
ment will take place in 
October. 

Sao Paulo and Rio are 
the venues for the next 
tournament. 

Sightseeing, a trip to 
Maracana and the pre- 
sence of the great man 
himself make the PELE 
INVITATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT an 
attractive proposition for 
those interested. 


Academy 


THE second letter was 
from Professor Lawson 
regarding the Brazilian 
coaching Academy. 


rector of Coaching Mike 
Wells has been a regular 
lecturer and visitor to Bra- 
zil for their fames 
Academy and rather than 
give full details here I 
would suggest Mike would 
be only too happy to pass 
on the details of their 
Academy. 

On Brazil and coaching, 
the Australian Indoor Soc- 
cer Federation will be tak- 
ing a party of twenty 
coaches to Argentina and 
Brazil later this year for a 
course. 

National coach Nick 
Nicolopoulos is “now in 
Brazil organising the final 
details and I suggest a call 
to the Indoor headquar- 
ters in Sydney 771 1677 for 


interest to local fans. zil last July. 


South Australia’s Di- those interested. 


Indoor — Game of the Future 


THE Australian sporting world is going to hear a 
lot more about Indoor Soccer. 

Futsal, or Saloon Football as it is known in the 
56 other countries throughout the world where It 
is a major participant and spectator sport, is 
relatively new to the Australian sporting scene. 

There are various forms of the indoor game. 

The North American or English variety is played 
with perimeter walls. 

Futsal or International Rules Indoor Soccer played in 
most countries, including Australia, is played on an 
area roughly the same size as a tennis, volleyball or 
basketball court. 

It has no perimeter walls and is played with a smaller, 
heavier ball. 

Futsal has its origins in Brazil, the current world 
champions, where there are 14.6 million registered 
players. 

That’s almost more registered indoor Soccer players 
than the entire Australian population. 

Due to a lack of playing fields as we know them, all 
Brazilian youngsters are brought up on Futsal perhaps 
explaining the reason for the unique skills of Brazilian 
footballers. 

Pele, Zico and company are all products of Futsal. 
Australia has 112,000 male and female players and is 
truly one of the boom sports in Australia. 

In 1988 Australia will host the third World Cup — 
not surprisingly Brazil were World champions in the 
previous two World Cups. 

I first became aware of Futsal on a seven week study 
tour of Brazil three years ago. 

I became an immediate fan. 

The purpose of the trip apart from marvelling at the 
magnificent stadia — Rio’s Maracana capacity 210,000 
and Sao Paolo’s 150,000 capacity stadium — was to 
seek the key to Brazil’s traditional ability to produce 
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of the world’s most skillful 


generation after generation 
footballers. 


Benefits 


Now, thankfully, the craze has hit Australia — one 
hopes with similar benefits to our outdoor game. 

Not only is the indoor game up and running in a 
spectacular way in a participation sense in Australia. 

The recently concluded inaugural Pacific Indoor Soc- 
cer Cup in Canberra along with last years James Hardie 
National Indoor Soccer League erased any doubts I had 
that the game has enormous spectator appeal. 

Australia, Canada, the United States, New Zealand, 
Mexico and Japan took part in the Pacific Cup with 
Australia and Mexico reaching the final, won by 
Mexico in extra time. 

Just under 3000 fans braved the sub zero tempera- 
tures in the national capital to watch the mid week final 
and none were disappointed. 

Most said it rivalled the home games of NBL leaders, 
the Canberra Cannons. 


I would think that properly marketed and promoted, 
Indoor Soccer can emulate, if not surpass, the splendid 
deeds of national basketball. 

It is fast, exciting, entertaining, free scoring, skillful 
and, being indoors, provides twenty first century facili- 
ties for spectators. 

The 1987 James Hardie National Indoor Soccer 
League with teams from Perth, Brisbane, Sydney, Mel- 
bourne, Canberra, Geelong, Wollongong, Bundaberg 
and Adelaide will be the test. 

So, too, will next year’s World Cup when 16 of the 
top nations try to prise the championship from Brazil. 

Irrespective I’m certain Australian sports fans are 
going to hear, and see, a lot of Futsal, or Indoor 
Soccer, in the very near future. 


u 
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Looking good in the premier siate. . . 


BY FRANK COLETTA 


HOW appropriate that 1988, the year of Australia’s 
Bicentenary, heralds the dawning of a new era in 
NSW State Soccer and with that, hopefully our 
national game. 

With what he hopes will be a successful year for the 
NSW Soccer Federation — general manager Ian Holmes, 
has made his moves and stands fast by them. 

No longer will he or his committees permit intolerance 
by the clubs under the Federation's jurisdiction — the 
laws have been laid and must be abade. 

“The clubs have to understand, from the State League 
first division right through to the Inter-Urban fourth, that 
we are watching their every move,” says Holmes. 

“We are looking to the betterment of the game of 
Soccer, not only in NSW but at a national level also. A 
prime example of our commitment was the Gothenburg 
tour. 

“Primarily, they were a quality team — something the 
paying public wants and secondly the Australian Soccer 
Federation was not in a position to control such a tour as a 
lead-up for the Socceroos’ Olympic qualifiers — we 
undertook it and the whole thing was quite a success,” he 
explained. 


NSW Federation general manager — lan Holmes. 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION LTD 


NSW 


State League 


THIS WEEK’S MATCHES 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 24 
Rockdale Ilinden 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27 
Newcastle v_ Polonia 
Wollongong Mac v Canterbury 
Canberra City v Ku-ring-gai 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28 

Blacktown City v Yugal 
Sutherland v_ Inter Monaro 
Melita Eagles v_ Rockdale Ill. 
Uruguayan Penrith v Warringah 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27 

Sydney Macedonia v_ Blacktown Utd 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28 

Avala v_ Bathurst 75 
Campbelltown v_ Maroubra-QP 
Fairy Meadow v_ North Sydney 
North Bankstown Vv Gladesville 
Manly v_ Granville Chile 
University of NSW v_ Kingsford 


All matches kick off 2.30pm unless otherwise shown 


See a top State League match this week! 


Holmes Hovers With Intent 


v_ AIS Seymour Shaw 8.40pm 


There is no hiding the fact though that on the domestic 
NSW level — there has been a major shake-up, guidelines 
have been drawn and some clubs have suffered as a result. 

Holmes is under no delusions — he knows that prob- 
lems will be struck as he attempts to make strides forward, 
but sometimes that is a price that has to be payed. 

“Yes, there has been a major shake-up,” agrees 
Holmes. “Not everyone has come out unscathed, espe- 
cially so in the Inter Urban ranks — a situation that 
needed a drastic rethink. 

“Clubs in those four divisions were screened. Some 
nominations simply could not be accepted — taken into 
account were track records involving all — the players, 
officials and supporters.” 

Holmes was not backward in coming forward: “Clubs 


6 We screened all the clubs 
... there has been a major 


shake-up... 9 


such as Welcome Sports, Crescent Star and Argentinian 
Lidcombe were not accepted on those mentioned guide- 
lines,” said Holmes. 

As a result — the NSW Federation is looking at some 
massive transformations and the lifeblood of it all will be 
the implementation of a Strategic Development Plan for 
next season. 

Such a plan will scan the important areas — spectators, 
funding, facilities and the national and state competition 
structures. 

“The NSW Soccer Federation will always be looking 
to the future,” says Holmes as he cites the rapid rise of 
the Orange Waratah club. 

“Orange went from the Inter Urban fourth division in 
1987 io the State League third division this season, for 
many reasons. Firstly they have their own licensed pre- 
mises and Soccer fields, 20 acres of land and just last year 
they spent $100,000 on the upgrading of facilities — espe- 
cially lighting and they also negotiated a takeover of a 
third division side already in existence. In short they are 


NEWCASTLE 


Gladesviile Hornsby 
and . Warringah 
Freshwater are to meet 
in the last qualifying 
match in group D to 
determine the last 
qualifier for the eighth- 
A finals. 

The match is to be play- 
ed tonight (Wednesday) at 
Seymour Shaw Park at 
7pm with the winner 
advancing to the last 16. 
Both sides are level peg- 
ging at present with identi- 
cal 3-0 wins against Manly 


Warringah, losing to 
Newcastle by an odd goal. 
Warringah Freshwater 
Austral Park is favoured to take the 
J.J. Kelly Park points and thus qualify. 
Hawker Oval 
Newcastle Austral has 
certainly served notice 
Gabbie Stadium with its pre-season form, 
winning all three matches, 
Seymour Shaw and will be all out to prove 
Melita Stadium that its place in the State 
Cook Park League set-up is a tempor- 
ary one, vying for a place in 
the NSL. 
NEWCASTLE AU- 
Jensen Park STRAL 7 (Porter 3, Tred- 
- dinick, Bland, Bailey, 
. Caimakakis) MANLY 
Knight Park WARRINGAH 0. 
Lynwood Park Newcastle Austral: Carter, 


Police Boys Grd 
Potts Park 
Cromer Park 
Little Bay Oval 


(Murray), Reeve, 


NEWCASTLE 
STRAL 1 
GLADESVILLE 
HORNSBY 0 
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NSW Federation: Granville Chile win in 1986 and Nano Pouce is chaired 


from the field. 


“It doesn’t stop there however. We shall be looking at 
the possibility of a merger between Orange and Bathurst 
°75, to give the Western NSW region a sort of stronghold. 

“Bathurst have the experience and quality of players 
but they would be the first to admit — not the resources, 
certainly not those of Orange. If such a merger should 
occur, then we would possess a financially secure and 
strong semi-professional club. Something that is always 
at the forefront of our thinking.” 

Mergers don’t always appeal but Holmes says: “They 
are a part of life and must be accepted. Look at Queens 
Park (State League 2nd Division) and Maroubra United 
(Inter Urban 2nd Division) — they amalgamated and will 
prosper for it. So too have West United and Rooty Hill — 
a formidable combination indeed. 

“There is a lot more work to be done. This is a big state 
and it is imperative for the national game that NSW Soc- 
cer be healthy and successful,” he concluded. 

Listed below are the clubs which have been accepted by 
the NSW Soccer Federation Board of Directors into the 
Inter Urban Leagues for this 1988 season: 

1st Division: North Ryde RSL, Eastwood St Andrews, Chelsea, 
Hawkesbury District, Padstow Park, Pagewood Botany, Rangers 
Hajduk, Rosebery Portuguese, Sydney University, Nineveh Eagles, 
‘Spanish Club, West St George. 

2nd Division: Liverpool City, Fairfield Kiev, Chile Sports, CSI Scho- 
fields, Concord Juniors, Greenisiand, Macquarie University, Trasan- 
dinos Sports, Wenty Waratahs, Blacktown Wanderers, Haberfield 
Peru, Cyprus United. 

3rd Division: Abruzzi, Colo Colo, Lansvale United, Murray Farm 
Rangers, Petersham Lusitanos, S.S.C. Zagreb, Castie Hill, Lithgow 
Workmen, Alexander, Hellas, Mt Pritchard, Prospect United. 

4th Division: Arncliffe RSL, Assyrian, Cobreloa, Sydney Lebanon, 
Liverpool Olympic, Luddenham Croatia, Maccabi Hakoah, G.N.S. Un- 
ited, Korean Soccer Club, Ashour Star Soccer Club, S.P.Q. Noantri 


AND WHO? DUTCH 
AMATEURS 


Refty — (Razmovski), 
WA has been starved 


‘Stankovic (sent off 38’), Treddl- 
nick, Virgill, Devon, Porter, 

of good international 
competition. 


Carter, 
liison, 


Bowen, Penfold (Caimakakis), 
Jones. 


Giadesville Hornsby: Van Der 
Leeden, James, McNaughton, 
Hardwick, Butt, G. Williamson, 
Dunn, A.Williamson, Lowe, 


Rodwell, Naylor. This year that was 
changed with a 10-day 
GLADESVILLE visit by the Netherlands 


HORNSBY 3 (Rodwell 2, 
Dunn) MANLY WAR- 
RINGAHO 

Gladesville Hornsby: Van Der 


FRESHWATER 3 (De 
Ceglie 2, Corrigan) MAN- 
LY WARRINGAH 0 


Manly Warringah: Sodaberg, 
,  Sestanovic, Brown, 
Vale, Woodward (Denham), Phil- 


lips, Falconer, Muhary (Camp- 
bell), King, Burke. 


NEWCASTLE AU- 
STRAL 2 (Porter 2) 
FRESHWATER 1 (ing- 
ledew) 

Newcastle Austral: Carter, 
Treddinick, Stankovic, 
Achurch, Bowen (Rafty), Virgill, 


d Cariisie, 
R.Pillemer, Gillan, Cleary, Dean, 


national amateur side. 

Little was known of 
them before they arrived, 
the Dutch promotional 
arm being extremely lax 
in providing information. 

They were down to 
play the State side, 
Floreat Athena and Stir- 
ling Macedonia. 

The Dutch quickly 
established their creden- 
tials with a comprehen- 
sive 8-0 hiding of the 
State side and a 5-1 beat- 
ing of Athena. 

Profiting from those 
two exhibitions in which 
the home sides suffered 
from a lack of training and 
fitness, Macedonia re- 
fused to adopt the gent- 
lemanly host status, and 
tackled the opposition 
with vigor. 

That Macedonia lost 1- 
0 underlined the possibili- 
ties of WA Soccer, and 
Macedonia were unlucky 
not to have come away 
with at least a share of 
the spoils. 

In the end the Dutch 
demonstrated quality 
control and clinical 
finishing to provide local 
fans with a little of the in- 
ternational sparkle they 
have been missing for 
four years. 


SYDNEY  CROATIA’s 
ginger-haired __ striker 
Robbie Slater will be 
leaving very shortly to 
join Dinamo Zagreb in 
Yugoslavia. 

The deal between the 
clubs runs up an $80,000 
bill to be met by Dinamo. 

On his day Slater is 
one of the most de- 
vastating strikers in the 
NSL. 

Dinamo coach Josip 
Kuze and manager 
Miroslav Blazevic were 
impressed by what they 
saw of him in Sydney 
five weeks ago. 


Slater has remained 
on the edge of national 
squad selection, with- 
out finding a place. 

With so much going 
for him, some critics find 
that difficult to under- 
stand. 


Probably an In- 
creased consistency, a 
determination to put the 
ball away and a con- 
centration on the quality 
of his crosses will turn 
him into a top star. 


Dinamo have the 
coaching staff to help 
him in a full-time en- 
vironment. 


After all, at 23 years of 
age the worid lies ahead 
of him. 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


LLEN McKENORY'S 


Bench Marks 


EVERYONE loves a winner — or do they? 


Once again the poets of 
Soccer are proclaiming an 
increase in NSL attend- 
ances is a direct result of a 
sudden influx of entertain- 
ment and style. 

But once again the poets 
of the game are misleading 
the public by forgetting the 
one and absolutely only 
Principle of Soccer. 

That is, of course, to 
win. 

Despite popular opin- 
ion I have long been an 
admirer of talent produced 
in countries like Yugosla- 
via, but having said that I 
also bear in mind their lack 
of success in European and 
World Cup competitions. 

Tam reminded of a won- 
derfully frank interview 
with Yugoslavia’s Natio- 
nal coach Ivica Osim be- 
fore the recent game with 
England. 


than looking good — the 
winners and the losers if 
you like. 

We now apply realistic 
Principles and forget the 
numerous so-called styles 
ranging from the British 
‘knock it long, flick it on, 
war ball,’ to central Euro- 
pean ‘short, back and 
sides’ to Socceroo ‘mad 
dog’ and the rest. 

It’s far more simple — if 
you don’t score more goals 
than the opponent you 
don’t win. 

But how to score the 
goals? 

Which way is the ball 
going to be played toward 
the opposite goal, how are 
the forwards going to sup- 
port and receive, which 
players from behind will 
support and how will the 
ball be reclaimed when 
lost? 


Nn nen ce ee ee 


6 No, the poets don’t know the 
answers... y 


He is quoted: “The main 
problem is that every 
Yugoslav. club imposes 
their traditional style even 
when they have players 
suitable for another kind 
of game.” 

They must have a share 
of Soccer poets over there 
too! : 

Osim continues: “We 
have no patience in Yugo- 
slavia; everyone is after in- 
stant results.” 

Sound familiar? 

Once the principle of 
winning is accepted and 
understood the question 
then becomes how to win. 

It is at this point when 
the facts of the game's 


principles defeat the 
poetry and often ill-in- 
formed opinions. 


Let us first deal with the 
most important part of the 
game which is obviously 
the players. The ones more 
concerned with being good 


Dear, o dear! 

Quite confusing really. 
but surely the poets must 
have the answers in their 

No, the poets don’t 
know the answers because 
they pick teams that never 
play and teams that will 
never win or lose. 

A final word from Ivica 
Osim. 

“Here (in Yugoslavia) 
we have two different 
systems, attack at home 
and defend like hell 
away”. 


It must come as shock to 
some but imagine a top 
European coach actually 
admitting his team plays 
defensively in certain 
situations. 

Here's another poser for 
the poets: How do you de- 
fend like hell and provide 
entertainment and style at 
the same time? 


Goalkeeping talent gives Mariani 


LAST week’s signing by Marconi of form: 


BY FRANK SCICLUNA 


er National Youth Team goalkeeper 


Brett Hughes is going to give coach Berti Mariani an enormous amount of 


goalkeeping depth in his squad but will al 
ma as to whom he is going to select for the 


BRUCE JAMES plucks one out of the sky. 


A new era for Soccer 


“THE beginning of a 
new era”. 

How often do we here 
this cry go out at the begin- 
ning of a new Soccer sea- 
son? How disheartening 
it is when we look back at 
the end of each year a real- 
ise progress has been nil. 

1988 SHOULD BE 
DIFFERENT! It remains 
to be seen if the various 
governing bodies and club 
officials seize on the many 
opportunities which pre- 
sent themselves through- 
out the year and promote 
Soccer, through all facets 
of the media, and increase 
public awareness of the 
code. 

Never before has the 
National League looked so 
stable or the national team 
been involved in so many 
tournaments. Olympic 
qualifying games in 
March, Gold Cup in July, 
along with clashes against 
visiting teams means the 
potential is there to make 
the game No.1. 

A full promotion cam- 
paign should be formu- 
lated by people outside the 
game who earn their living 
in the field. 

This campaign should 
be implemented im- 
mediately so that the 
national squad members 
become easily recognised. 

The best players from 
two of the leading Soccer 
nations will be on show for 
the Gold Cup, but the 
appearance of Maradona 
would guarantee success. 
If he wants $150,000 to 
play then by all means give 
him the money. 

Tm sure the amount of 
media coverage and the in- 
terest his presence would 


Grandstand Gripes 


By ASW’s MYSTERY MAN 
— “THE ROVER” 


generate for the code 
would easily cover any fi- 
nanced outlay required. 

I wish the ASF the best 
of luck for 88. 

As a_ keen Soccer 
supporter for many years I 
find no confidence in re- 
flecting on their past re- 
cord in such matters. 
Hopefully the Backroom 
Boys won't “blow it” and 
let another golden 
opportunity pass them by. 

When someone men- 
tioned the game needed 
cleaning up I’m sure they 
didn’t envisage the turmoil 
and confusion the new sys- 
tem would cause. 

Rarely do the spectators 
manage to see a game 
where one or both team’s 
tanks have not been re- 
duced by the dreaded red 
card. 

I find it incredible that 
the NSL would call a meet- 
ing of coaches and referees 
to discuss the type of fouls 
to be eradicated, yet they 
do not feel it necessary to 
invite players to sit in on 
the discussions and voice 
their opinions. 

No! that would be silly! 

After all, what would 
players who are, on a 
weekly basis, subjected to 
the crude tackling, know 


about the areas to be 
policed? 
Surely experienced 


players who have been in 
the playing arena for many 
years would have a greater 


understanding of the 
changes needed? 
Consistency from re- 
ferees in instituting the 
new disciplinary system 
would go a long way to im- 
proving the situation. 


After watching several 
games this year it appears 
the players are confused as 
to what is or is not accept- 
able. 

One week a player re- 
ceives his marching orders 
for pulling an opponent's 
shirt. 


How does he feel sitting 
in the stand when he sees 
the same offence earn a 
yellow card from a diffe- 
rent referee? 

Yes, gentlemen of the 
NSL executive, you have 
the right idea, but the im- 
plementation of the new 
system leaves a lot to be 
desired. 


Tt is important they real- 
ise the mistakes and take 
immediate action to clar- 
sify the situation for re- 


ferees, players, coaches 
and spectators. 
For a change, petty 


jealousies and private ven- 
detas should be forgotten 
and all parties concerned 
can work together for the 
betterment of the game of 
Soccer. 

1988 will then be the big- 
gest year ever for Austra- 
lian Soccer at club and 
national level. 


Hughes is a young keep- 
er with loads of potential 
and once he returns from 
his six week trial with Man- 
chester United at the end 
of next month, he will cer- 
tainly mount a strong chal- 
lenge for a first team spot 
ahead of the experienced 
Bruce James and the 
underrated Bob Catlin. 

That may sound like a 
pleasant sort of problem 
for Mariani and there’s no 
doubt that it will provide a 
healthy situation for the 
club, but how does a coach 
keep three highly ambi- 
tious keepers who are all 
able to command a regular 
place in most NSL teams, 
content with being kept on 
the sidelines? 

Even without Hughes 
coming into the picture, 
competition between Cat- 
lin and James has been 
fierce. 

In four matches to date 
each one has played on two 
occasions and both have 
given a good account of 
themselves. 

James has been a regular 
in the NSL since 1980 and 
is reaching an age when 
goalkeepers generally hit 
their peak. 

Catlin on the other 
hand, is a very confident 
22-year-old giant who is as 
steady as a rock in goals 
and is determined to ce- 
ment a regular place in the 
side. 

That situation alone is 
enough to give any coach 
his fair share of sleepless 
nights but Mariani takes it 
all in his stride. 

“Let’s just say that I 


prefer to have this problem’ 


rather than not having 
sufficient reserve cover. 
“We will assess the 
position when Hughes gets 
back, but meanwhile I sus- 
pect that the competition 
will keep Catlin and James 
on their toes,” was how 
the Marconi coach ex- 
plained his predicament. 


iso present him with a huge dilem- 
number one shirt. 


Obviously there is al- 
ways the chance, as remote 
as it may seem, that the 
great Manchester United 
could alleviate Mariani’s 
problem by offering 
Hughes a contract to stay 
in England. 

The youngster certainly 
has the ability and dedica- 
tion to impress Eddie 
Thomson’s old mate Alex 


Ferguson. 
Should that possibility 
eventuate, Marconi will 


make a quick profit on its 
investment. A transfer fee 
of well in excess of the 
$2,000 paid by the club to 
Blacktown will no doubt 
be forthcoming. 


It’s more likely however 
that young Hughes will be 
back in the fray at Bossiey 
Park once he completes his 
stint at United. After all it 
must be hard for a 20-year- 
old to be separated from a 
girlfriend who was 
crowned Miss Australia 
just three days before leav- 
ing for England. 

Hughes delayed his de- 
parture in order to see Miss 
Caroline Lumley _repre- 
sent New South Wales in 
the beauty quest and was 
thrilled to see her win the 
title. 

The quietly spoken new 
Marconi keeper has a lot to 
look forward to back in 
Australia. 


After gaining in- 
ternational honours for his 
country in last year’s 
World Youth Champion- 
ships in Chile, Hughes 
wants to progress into the 
senior Socceroo side but 
first he has to overcome 
the challenge presented to 
him by James and Catlin at 
Marconi. 

This intriguing triangu- 
lar battle for supremacy is 
sure to be a fascinating one 
and while it causes Mariani 
a few headaches, Marconi 
will in the end emerge as 
the undoubted winner. 


North’s dispute 
over juniors 


THE decision made by the Northern NSW 
Amateur Soccer Federation (NNAF) to withdraw 
its affiliation from the Northern NSW Soccer 
Federation Ltd (NNSWSF) as from February 1987 
has caused a year-long unresolved dispute. 


——— 
BY DAVE WILLIAMS 


The Northern NSW 
amateurs affiliated with 
the NSW Amateur Soccer 
Federation (NSWAF) in a 
move condemned as un- 
constitutional by the 
NNSWF, the NSW Soccer 
Federation (NSWSF) and 
the Australian Soccer 
Federation (ASF), and has 
so far ignored directions 
from these State and natio- 
nal bodies to break off the 
association, although the 
stand-off took a new turn 
tecently. 


As the NNSWSF was in 
the process of forming a 
new junior association to 
comply with its charter 
obligations to the ASF, the 
Hastings and Manning 
associations withdrew 
from the amateur ranks to 
join the NNSWSF, while 
later, the Mid-North Coast 
branch was dissolved to re- 
form and follow the Has- 
tings-Manning move. 

Meanwhile, the Board 
of Directors of the 
NNSWSF had called a 
public meeting for Febru- 
ary 23 to outline its plans 
for the formation of a new 
junior organisation and 
the reasons behind it. 
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QUEENSLAND Soccer 
headquarters, Perry 
Park, which in the past 
has often been criticised 
as a sub-standard play- 
ing surface, Is looking 
100 percent better these 
days. 

And it’s largely due to 
areferee! 

Former top Queens- 
land whistler and natio- 
nal referees coach, Des 
Miles, Is the new Perry 
Park groundsman and 
has put hours of work 
into the pitch which was 


successful than had 
been hoped whe the 
fertiliser and water 


Poured into the ground 
germinated huge patch- 
es of weeds, whose 
seeds, the QSF learned 
can lle dormant for up to 
seven years. 

But, a further off-sea- 
son poisoning this year 
and plenty of tender-lov- 
Ing-care from Miles has 
seen the new Kikuya 
grass take a firm hold. 

While there are still 
several patches of con- 


turned over and re-_ cern, the QSF and Miles 
seeded just over 12 are confident, that with- 
months ago. In 12 months Perry Park 
Unfortunately the ini- will be a real showpiece 
tlal work has less for Queensland Soccer. 
otk 


ANYONE looking for a coach? 

Englishman Ron Bradley, formerly with Wolves in 
the UK and holder of an English FA coaching badge, 
would like to try his luck In Australla. 

The 40-year-old played for West Bromwich and 
Norwich before being forced to give the game away 
when he was 27 because of Injury. 

He has recently been running coaching camps in 
America, and before that coached Olympiakos when 
they made it to the European Cup, and took Wolves 
from the English Second Division back to the First. 


kk 


SA’s Hindmarsh Stadium is getting a facelift for the 


Olympic Games qualifiers. 


Australian Soccer Federation officials and TV people 
are due in Adelaide on Friday to check out the ground. 

The surface has already received some returfing treat- 
ment and the lights are being refocussed and polished for 
the games involving Israel and New Zealand and the Soc- 
ceroos (if they qualify) against Taipei or Western Samoa. 


If and when Young Socceroo goalkeeper Brett 
Hughes returns to Australia it will be as a Mar- 
coni player. The young keeper will be trialling 
with Manchester United. He was able to go from 
Blacktown City to Marconi for a low $2000 fee, 
and could leave Marconi for $5000 under his 
contract. Meanwhile Bruce James and Bobby 
Catlin are battling hard over Marconi’s present 


job between the sticks. 


HARRY Michaels certainly turned it on for Wollon- 
gong players after their win over Adelaide City the 
other week. 

Not only did the Wolves’ sponsor take the lads to 
dinner, but he was heard to say “the bets are on me” 


when he took them to the casino later. 


‘ 
— 
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ANDREW KOCZKA 


St George skipper Andy 
Koczka could win rec- 
ognition for his reliabil- 
ity and versatility. He 
has been on the verge 
of joining the Socceroo 
squad for a while past. 


wk 


Ron Campbell, one of Pre- 
ston’s stars in its drive to 
runners-up place in the 
NSL in 1987, was as 
downcast as his team 
matches after their Buffalo 
Gold Cup defeat last 
week. 

The good news for Pre- 
ston fans though is that 
Campbell says he is back 
in training and should be 
back in action within a 
couple of weeks. 


s 
vy 


Eddie Thomson sees no 
point in continually yelling 
at his players. Recently, 
in the cause of maximis- 
ing team spirit, he had a 
light game with the entire 
first team and youth team 
involved. That was fol- 
lowed up by another run 
and a barbecue on the 
Saturday morning. 


aK 


GARY PHILLIPS, Syd- 
ney Olympic’s dynamic 
defender and professlo- 
nal surfer, has sold his 
car. 


Rising petrol prices 
won't affect him 
anymore. 


Actually, Gary sold his 
car and bought a push- 


_ bike to strengthen his 


leg muscles. 
kkk 


QUEENSLAND XXXX 
League club, Mount Gra- 
vatt has moved quickly 
to secure the services of 
Brothers Simon and 
Gary Ireland, who have 
been playing Indoor 
Soccer in the United 
States for the past two 
years. The pair want to 
come back to Australla 
In a bid to win their way 
Into the Socceroo 
squad. 

While Dittmer Park 
may not be the perfect 
venue to Impress Frank 
Arok, It should not be 
forgotten that the Hawks 
produced Socceroo 
Russell Stewart, his 
elder brother John, who 
starred for Preston last 
year and a string of other 
players who went on to 
National League includ- 
Ing current Lions mid- 
fielder Martin Kirsopp, 
former Lions defender 
Peter McClurg and for- 
mer Clty defender John 
Kowtan who, incidental- 
ly, Is back In Australia 
‘after a four year stint In 
Europe during which he 
played in a team which 
won the National Indoor 
crown In Denmark. 


kkk 


Sydney Olympic coach 
Eddie Thomson is de- 
lighted with the way new 
signing John Koch and 
Jason Polak are progre- 
ssing. Koch, a midfielder 
is going great guns, while 
fair-haired Polak plays in 
either central defence or 
midfield. 


Chit Chat... Chit Chat... Chit Chat... 


Danish import JESPER SORENSEN cools off. 


Sydney's National Soc- 
cer League clubs have 
made a_ determined 
effort this year to keep 
close to the media. The 
latest club to get 
together with the print 
and electronic media 
was Sydney Croatia. The 
function was arranged 
by their manager, Bruno 


Vidaic, the former 
Croatia central de- 
fender. 
kik 

Blacktown City winger 
JASON VAN BLERK, 
after two months with 
Derby County during 


which time he played in the 
Teserves, is back again. 
The story is that he has 
been spotted on Bondi 
Beach trying to turn his 
lilywhite skin into a tan! 


wk 


CONGRATULATIONS to 
Adelaide City on the 
quality of thelr match 
Program. Apart from its 
news and excellent pic- 
tures, the entire produc- 
tion Is written in English, 
which gives it appeal to 
other than its strong Ita- 
lan support. 


kkk 


GABBIE STADIUM, 
Home of Blacktown City, 
is looking a picture. The 
club has gained the ser- 
vices of well-known ser- 
vant of the game, George 
Streeter, as the match day 
announcer. 


wk 


We know a little Kiwi sec- 
ret, don’t we, Robert Iro- 
nside? The buzz from 
New Zealand revolves 
around the word “Wing 
Nut”, but mum’s the 
word from there. 


THIS week sees D-day for Danish 
Sorensen. 

On trial with Adelaide City, his deadline is about to 
come up and coach Zoran Matic will give him thumbs up 
or down. 

While Matic has used the 23-year-old all-rounder as 
main as a substitute, he has been first choice in the last 
couple of games. 

But it is obvious that while Sorensen, a full back con- 
verted to a midfielder, is a favorite with City fans, coach 
Matic and. his righthand man Johnny Perin, are not yet 
convinced he is what they want. 

There is no doubting Sorensen’s ability, but if there is a 
fault it is perhaps his habit of fading out of the game at 
times. 

However, with only two months to acclimatise and try 
to fit in with new teammates, we would say he has done 
enough to warrant a contract. 


import Jesper 


FRANK 
AROK 


IT is good to see general 
sporting recognition being 
given to a famous past 
Australian Soccer super- 
star. Former Australian 
captain JOE MARSTON 
is recognised in the naming 
of the ‘Joe Marston Bar’ in 
the western grandstand at 
Parramatta Stadium. 


FRANK AROK on the 
Possibility that Craig 
Johnston could guest 
‘In the green-and-gold in 
the Bicentennial Gold 
Cup next July. “I’m not 
against using Johnston 
or any overseas Austra- 
Ilan. Besides | want to 
win the bloody cup.” 


kak 
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You will find him quietly 


ENGLISH wonder team Liverpool will tour Australia 
next year! 

Agreement has been reached by Victorian Soccer 
Federation Jack Reilly and Liverpool boss Kenny 
Dalglish, for the Reds — so far unbeaten In the Eng- 
lish first division this season, to make their first visit 
‘down under’ and play four games here against the 
Socceroos next year. 

The tentative touring schedule Is for Liverpool to 
play two games in Melbourne, one each in Sydney 
and Adelaide. 

“Negotiations have been underway for a while and 
yesterday Kenny gave us the OK,” Reilly sald. 


Injured Peter Rasko- 
poulos could be back In 
the Olympic side In a 
fortnight or so, but 
young full-back Steve 
Georgakis Is looking at 
a further month off the 
pitch. Raskopoulos was 
returning to his best, 
whilst Georgakis had 
been showing explo- 
sive form along the left. 


ak 


working to sort out any 
problems their come his 
way with Apia ... and he 
answers up as Duggie Ut- 
jesenovic. The former 
Socceroo great is Rale 
Rasic’s staff coach, with 
John Stoddart again 
handling the youth team. 
Duggie played 59 times 
for Australia, 34 of which 
were full internationals. 


kak 


Sydney Olympic are none too happy over having 
Clint Gosling reclassified as a visa player under the 
recast ASF three visa player rule. He has been an 
Australian resident with voting rights for over seven 


years. 


wk 


George Haniotis has 
made a good fist of his 


chance to play as Sydney 
Olympic stopper. Cap- 
e. able of playing in the 
position are Robert Iro- 
nside and Robert Hooker 
as well. 


The exclusive choice of 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 
NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE and 
ENGLISH and SCOTTISH LEAGUES 


a 
111] 1 ape 
fo TAKE THEIR SPORT 
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Marley’s career at end 


A TRAGIC knee injury looks set to end the illustrious career of former New Zealand inter- 
national Alan Marley — Queensland's most consistent goalscorer over the past 15 years. 


Tt is a sad final twist to 
the 36-year-old Marley’s 
career considering he 
fought back from major re- 
construction surgery on 
both knees three years ago 
to regain his goalscoring 
touch. 

Marley has scored 18 
goals in the past two sea- 
sons for XXXX League 
club North Star and helped 
his side to Ampol Cup final 
and premiership honours. 

But, Marley’s trouble- 
some right knee went 
again, ironically when he 
was turning for goal during 
a recent trial match against 
Wynnum. 

“There was no-one near 
me. I just turned and it 
went. The doctors always 
said it could happen like 
that at anytime,” Marley 
said. 

Although his past com- 
ebacks from injury have 

‘highlighted Marley’s fight- 
ing abilities, this time even 
the player, known by many 
as “Digger”, is not confi- 
dent. 

“T know I should go and 
see a specialist, but I don’t 
teally want to go. I know 
what he is going to say,” 
Marley said. 

Surprisingly, Marley is 
more angry than disap- 
pointed about his injury. 

“T am really annoyed be- 
cause I was looking for- 
ward to having a good sea- 
son. I had only taken a 
month off after our final 
game last year and have 
been pushing weights all 
summer,” Marley said. 

“T guess the only solu- 
tion now is to find a pair of 
bionic legs.” 

Marley, who played for 
the All Whites against the 
Socceroos in the Oceania 
qualifying games which 


saw Australia eventually 
reach the 1974 World Cup 
finals, has been synono- 
mous with goals since he 
first came to Australia in 
the early-70’s. 

His efforts first with 
Brisbane City ended with 
St George Souths paying a 
then-record Queensland 
transfer fee of $4000 in 
1974. 

Marley, who played for 
Queensland six times dur- 
ing an era when state rep- 
resentative football was on 
the wane, later moved 
onto to Grange Thistle, 
before retiring because of 
recurring knee injuries. 

After coaching _ the 
North Star reserves for a 
season in 1985, Marley 
found new confidence in 
his rebuilt knees and for 
the past two years has been 
the key player in the North 
Star attack. 

The quietly spoken 
striker regained his 
goalscoring touch to such 
an extent that he was 
named by Brisbane coach, 
Mal Bland, to play in the 
annual representative 
clash with Ipswich. 

But, in his typical pro- 
fessional manner, Marley 
stood down from the team 
Stating: “I have been 
there. I am sure the game 
would be better served by 
giving a younger player a 
chance.” 

While Marley's profes- 
sionalism has always 
shown through on and off 
the field, it has been his dis- 
sillusionment with some 
youngsters that prompted 
him to continue playing 
into his 30s. 

“The attitude of some of 
the younger buys in the 
game today worries me. 
They just don’t want to 


give 100 percent. I kept 
playing to show them what 
can be done if you want to. 

“JT thoroughly enjoy my 
football and even now I am 
still learning about the 
game,” Marley said. 

In a further accolade to 
his ability, Marley was 
even chased by a rival club 
this year. Mount Gravatt 
coach Ian Steele ignored 
the fact that Marley was in 
the twilight of his career 
and made a determined 
bid to get the striker to 
Dittmer Park. 

“J have no doubts that 
Alan would have fitted 
into our set-up and would 
have proved to be a very 
valuable player,” Steele 
said. 

But again, in a true pro- 
fessional attitude, Marley 
turned down the offer — 
not for money reasons, but 
because he felt he might let 
his new club down. 

“I couldn’t guarantee 
Mount Gravatt that I 
would last the season, and 
now this has happened I 
guess my fears were found- 
ed,” Marley said. 

With a heavy cloud han- 
ging over Marley’s future, 
North Star’s goal-scoring 
duties now will fall heavily 
on new signings, Jim 
McDonagh and youngster 
Phil Mulvey. 
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DISTRIBUTION 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 
WEEKLY’s Queensland 
distribution Is being car- 
rled out by Queensland 
Newspapers, Campbell 
St, Bowen Hills (07) 
252 6011. 


Keeping up with the keepers 


THE goalkeeping spots are looming as the last two places likely to be filled 
when Bruce Stowell sits down to name his Queensland squad for the tour of 


Fiji in May. 


With the Lions NSL 
players unavailable for 
selection because of 
League commitments, 
many tour places are wide 
open — but none so much 
as the No.1 and No.20 
shirts. 

On form, Lions’ teena- 
ger Jason Kearton is the 
best keeper currently in 
Queensland and barring 


the unexpected, should 
still be in the club’s NSL 
side in May. 


And that leaves some 
pretty experienced keep- 
ers available to tour. 

For a start, former state 
team keeper Rob Farrow 
could be available for 
selection if he is playing in 
the Lions reserves in Divi- 
sion Two — although the 
club may be reluctant to let 
him go to Fiji should some- 
thing happen to Kearton 
during the two weekends 
the tour envelopes. 

Farrow was the state 
team No.1 choice until he 
broke his leg during the 
Maroon’s tour of New 
Zealand last year. 

North Star's Dave Gal- 
lagher stepped into the 
breach when Farrow was 
carried off and had the 
No.1 shirt in the interstate 
game last year. Although 
Gallagher finished the sea- 


son on the sidelines after 
injuring his shoulder, he is 
back between the sticks for 
North Star and is another 
who will have strong 
claims for a Fiji tour berth. 

Brisbane City’s Wayne 
Evans has not been in the 
State XI since the last tour 
of Fiji in 1986. 

But, his fine form last 
year ensured he was the 
first called upon when 
Stowell needed a second 
keeper for the interstate 
squad. 


Evans needs only to con- 
tinue his form of last sea- 
son to be among the lead- 
ing contenders for selec- 
tion this year. 

But, another old stager, 
Coalstar’s Kim Wishart, 
should not be forgotten. 

Wishart, the former 
Brisbane City NSL keep- 
er, who was in the Austra- 
lian squad for the series 
against England in 1983, 
came out of retirement 12 
months ago to play for 
Coalstars. 


He came close to win- 
ning selection in the 
Queensland squad last 
year and if he can produce 
some good early perform- 
ances could gain a tour 
berth this time. 


And, several _ other 
keepers cannot be ruled 
out. Redlands’ Rob Harri- 
son had some brilliant 
games last season and at 
times was almost single- 
handedly responsible for 
some of the much-needed 
points the relegation bat- 
tlers picked up. 


Mount Gravatt’s Mark 
Pickup is a big improver 
while there is every incen- 
tive for the likes of Paul 
McClure (Ipswich United), 


Steve Elwood (Roche- 
dale), Ross Smith (Grange 
Thistle), Steve Lindsay 


(Easts), John Petie (Olym- 
pic United), Brett Beves 
(Brisbane Croatia) and Pe- 
ter Speare (Taringa) to give 
their all in a bid to impress 
Stowell. 


The touring state team 
will be announced after the 
intercity clashes between 
Brisbane, Ipswich and the 
Gold Coast in April. 


The Maroons will play 
three matches during their 
tour in the first week of 
May, including two games 
against the Fiji national 
team. 

The tour will be the first 
by a Soccer team to the Is- 
land nation since last 
year’s military coup. 


McDonagh, the former 
Queensland and Lions 
NSL striker, came to 
O'Callaghan Park in a sur- 
prise move from Easts 
where he had formed a 
successful scoring partner- 
ship with his former Lions 
team-mate Phil Redmond. 

But, McDonagh didn’t 
take long to start repaying 
North Star when he scored 
his first official goal for the 
club just 18 minutes into 
their opening pre-season 
match against Redlands 
last weekend. 

The modest Mulvey also 
showed in the same match 
that he is slowly but sufely 
working his way towards 
gaining a reputation as a 
consistent striker in the 
XXXX League. 

The 20-year-old who 
possesses “magical” skills, 
has taken his career in 
small steps, first from low- 
er division club Annerley 
to XXXX League battlers 
Tarina then to glamour 
club North Star. 

The Redlands match 
also heralded the return to 
regular football for injured 
North Star pair Gordon 
Buchanan and Dave Gal- 
lagher. 

Gallagher, the state 
team keeper, has been out 
of action since last August 
when he seriously injured 
his shoulder. 

The diminutive keeper 
had some anxious mo- 
ments throughout the 
game, but also made seve- 
ral other good takes which 
no doubt will boost his con- 
fidence. 

Buchanan had a strong 
second half, scoring one of 
his side’s goals in the 3-3 
draw, but more important- 
ly showed no affects from 
his collarbone break and 
te-break of last season. 


BRUCE STOWELL. 


OUTSTANDING! Lions’ Michael Mulvey 


NEWMARKET UPSTAGES 
ILLUSTRIOUS LOCALS 


QUEENSLAND Second Division club Newmarket 
has upstaged some of its more illustrious local 
rivals by securring Nottingham Forest’s star de- 
fender Stuart Pearse for a three-game guest stint 


this season. 


The 24-year-old England squad defender will come to 
Brisbane in either May or July, depending on whether he 
is included in Bobby Robson’s European Championship 


plans. 


Pearse’s guest appearances were secured by New- 
market's go-ahead first team coach, Bob White, who over 
Fecent years has developed a strong friendship with Net- 


tingham Forest officials, 


Clough. 


including manager Brian 


White first met the Forest officials when the club 
toured Australia several years ago. A strong tie has de- 
veloped between White, Newmarket and Forest through 
the Brisbane club’s annual policy of sending young play- 
ers and budding coaches to England for trials and study 


tours. 


White also has made several trips to the club, where he 
is now greeted on a first name basis. a 

Although McCook Park will be a stark contrast to 
Forest’s City ground, White has no doubts that Pearse 
will adopt and prove to be a huge success. 

“One thing for sure, he won't be playing left fullback 


for us,” White said. 


White is hoping that the inclusion of the English pro- 
fessional, will give the club a much needed boost and put 
them on the road to promotion into the XXXX League. 

But, division two will be a tough competition to win this 
year and the battle for the one promotion place is certain 


to go to the wire. 


Inala City and Acacia Ridge have employed big-name 
coaches Joe Gilroy and Eric Thompson respectively to 
help in their promotion bids while the recent QSF council 
decision to allow the Lions second team to win its way 
back into the XXXX League has added a new perspective 


to the promotion race. 


WHEN a wolf is the 
prey, its seems tigers 
are better hunters than 
lions. 


That seems to be the 
case following Eastern 
Suburbs (the Tigers) suc- 
cess in luring Wynnum 
Wolves player Billy 
McDermott to Heath Park 
this season. 


NSL club Lions has tried 
in vain for the past two 
years to sign the explosive 
state youth team striker. 
But the youngster re- 
peatedly turned down the 
lucrative offers from the 
Richlands club. 


It came as somewhat of a 
surprise then to see 
McDermott included in 
the Easts squad for the 
XXXX pre-season tourna- 
ment, along with his for- 
mer Wynnum club-mates 
Wayne Corbett and Dave 
Mewburn. 


The reasons behind 
McDermott’s sudden 
move are yet to surface, 
but if he signs with Easts, 
then the Tigers could be 
laughing all the way to the 
grand final. 


McDermott, whose 
father is a legendary Rug- 
by League figure in the 


Wynnum-Manly area, 
ssesses uncanny natural 
sporting ability. 


His pace, control and 
finishing ability have torn 
apart rival defences and he 
has single-handedly 
turned many games Wyn- 
num’s way in the past. 


He experienced XXXX 
League during Wynnum’s 
brief stint in the top com- 
Petition two years ago, but 
surrounded by better play- 
es as he will be at Easts. He 
could become the sensa- 
tion of the competition. 


And, with Lions anxious 
to increase the depth of 
their NSL squad, the 
cheque book may come 
out yet again. 


Greg Russell's ‘Mengotti’ story is from the front page. 


And he claims the latest 
incident is just another 
example of the NSL mis- 
treating his club. 

“Tt is just another case of 
the NSL trying to get us. 
We have spent $2 million 
on our ground for the 
National League. 


“Yet they nearly de- 
stroyed our club by throw- 
ing us out of the competi- 
tion. They forget that we 
were there in the begin- 
ning and we had been a 
successful side, winning 
two cups and finishing in 
the top four several 
times,” Pappalardo said. 


“But because we spent 
money on our facilities, 
they made it impossible for 
us to stay in the league 
under their formula and 
that cost us a $250,000 
sponsorship. 

“T was to sign the con- 
tract the day the relegation 


formula was released and 
the media realised our club 
had little chance of making 
the cut. 

“There was no con- 
sideration for what we had 
done at our ground or our 
efforts in making the 
league a success in the ear- 
ly days. 

“We were thrown out 
when other clubs who had 
been in only a few years 
stayed there. Now the NSL 
is trying to get us again, but 
I willfight all the way..Bris- 
bane City will be strong 
again and we will not be 
pushed around by the 
NSL. I will fight to get 
even.” 


Confrontation 


The entire furore could 
come to a head when NSL 
executive director, Stefan 
Kamasz comes to Bris- 
bane early next month for 
a round-table conference 


with City and Queensland 
Soccer Federation execu- 
tives. 

Kamasz is adament that 
the league is within its 
Tights to garnish its money 
from City’s player sales. 

He said City were the 
only club among the 10 
axed from the NSL in 1986 
which had not made suit- 
able arrangements to set- 
tle their accounts. The 
NSL’s case was 
Strengthened by  prece- 
dents involving Heidel- 
berg, Newcastle. 

Canterbury Marrick- 
ville and Canberra. Re- 
cent transfer profits invol- 
ving those clubs were dire- 
cted to the NSL. 

But in each of those 
cases, and in the instance 
of Adelaide Hellas in 
South Australia, _ the 
League was assisted by the 
Tespective State Federa- 
tions, who forwarded fees 
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or refused to register play- 
ers in their state Leagues. 

But the Queensland 
Soccer Federation has so 
far refused to be an NSL 
debt collector and even 
during last week’s furore, 
was extremely cautious 
not to become too in- 
volved. 

It is understood QSF 
executive director Alan 
Vessey sought a ruling 
from his ASF counterpart 
Brian Emery rather than 
directing City, one way or 
another, himself. 

Whether the QSF falls in 
line with the other states is 
certain to be a further issue 
discussed when Kamasz 
comes north. 

But one thing is for cer- 
tain, with City’s current 
bitter feeling towards the 
NSL, Kamasz will be well 
advised to hold his meeting 
as far from Spencer Park as 
possible. 

‘15 


Perth series sparks up 


BY DAVID ANDREWS 


THE Emu Export night 
serles has come alive 
in Perth after a week- 
end in which fancied 
clubs were held in 
check by those who 
were considered less 
strong. 

With crowds continuing 
to be well up on those in 
recent years, the night 
competition has provided 
entertainment and a gra- 
dual improvement in play- 
ing standards. 

Not that there is not 
plenty of room for im- 
provement still. 

Last weekend's rounds, 
starting on Fridays, pro- 
vided a predictable victory 
for Kingsway Olympic 
over newcomers Sorrento 
by a comfortable 5-1 
margin. 

Then Spearwood Dal- 
matinac fashioned a strong 
3-1 success over North 
Perth Croatia, suggesting 
that, like Sorrento, 
Croatia will find 1988 a 
tough year for survival. 

The Sunday round of 
fixtures saw the unex- 
pected results with high 
flying Stirling Macedonia 
held to a 1-1 draw by fast 
improving Floreat Athe- 
na, while Olympic could 
manage only a 1-1 draw 
with Bayswater Inter. 

Olympic had two match- 
es in the weekend, and 
once again demonstrated 
that no matter how good a 
club is, gaining maximum 
points from this type of 
programming is difficult. 

No club, not even Mace- 
donia, have come up with 
the six points from two 
closely programmed 
games. 


Half the clubs have play- 
ed fiye matches with two 
preliminary round match- 
es to come, while the rest 
have three rounds to com- 
plete the set before the 
semi-finals. 

The biggest surprise is 
the poor performance of 
Perth Italia, the 
amalgamation of Azzurzi, 
Tricolore and second divi- 
sion Balcatta Etna. 

It was never going to be 
easy in the initial stages 
with everyone expecting 
so much from a club that as 


AOSTRALIAN 


individual entities had 
been among the leaders of 
WA Soccer since the war. 

Surely the pick of the 
best players from the clubs 
amalgamating would pro- 
vide an unbeatable com- 
bination — that was the 
argument. 


But this has not been so 
with quality players leay- 
ing the respective clubs for 
other pastures. 


This include the depar- 
ture of Paul Donnelly and: 
Peter Murphy for Mel- 
bourne Croatia. 


Certainly new coach 
Francis Burns has irons in 
the fire in preparation for 
the new season with one 
player, as yet unnamed, 
coming from Scotland who 
is reputed to be top drawer 
and will cost Italia an arm 
anda leg. 


In the meantime, other 
clubs, including novices 
Sorrento, are into the in- 
ternational market. 

Sorrento are signing 
former Liverpool player 
Colin Irwin who had a stint 
with Azzurri a couple of 
years ago. 


However, it is no secret 
that Irwin’s days were cut 
short at Liverpool because 
of a crippling injury that 
hampered him while at 
Azzurri. 

Has he recovered suffi- 
ciently to do a job for Sor- 


_ rento? 


The good side of the 
ledger is that he will cost 
Sorrento little to join 
them, and has good 
coaching qualifications. 


He and his family are 
coming out on their own 
steam, have limitless funds 
from Irwin’s days with 
Liverpool, including a 
hefty compensation pay- 
out, and he is prepared to 
play for a nominal sum. 


By comparison, forms 
tricolore player, Frank 
Bishop, a clever player 
without any background 
pretentions to greatness, 
was asking a fortune to sign 
on the Sorrento dotted 
line, including full return 
air-fares for him and his 
family. 

That is the problem for 


SECC: 


weeney 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


You can receive a mailed subscription copy of 
Australia’s premier Soccer publication each 
week for 1988 simply by mailing the coupon and 
your cheque for $80 made payable to 
“Australian Soccer Weekly” to 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY, NSW, 2007. 


*EXTENSIVE NEWS COVER — NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE, THE STATES, JUNIORS, 
INDOOR, WOMEN, ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
EUROPE & AROUND THE WORLD. 
FIRST, BIGGEST & BEST! 


COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTION FOR $80.00 


NAME: .... 
ADDRESS: ........ 
SUBURB: 
POSTCODE: 


all local clubs as they seek 
to strengthen their squads 
for a season that will cater 
for only eight clubs in the 
so called Super League of 
1988. 


While there will be three 
rounds, initial failures will 
make it extremely difficult 
to compete for the top 
four. 


In the rush to find quali- 
ty players, the search over- 
seas might produce that 
edge to win. 

But it may also attract 
players who turn out to be 
a waste of time and money. 

The odds are clubs will 
get a little of both, with the 
lucky clubs going on to 
challenge for the premier- 
ship. 


3d 


aae 
4G0NV220S 


7 
7 
9 
9 
1 


1 


Hellas 


search 


for goal flood 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
BY TOM McKAIN 


FANS could be in for a 
goal feast tonight at 
Hindmarsh Stadium as 
Hellas and Salisbury 
go for broke in the 
Ampol Cup final minor 
round double-header. 
Hellas are top of Group 
B and cannot be displaced, 
but will want as many goals 
as possible against Beog- 


rad for a_ psychological 
advantage in the semi- 
finals. 


It looks as if they will 
face their arch-rivals; NSL 
club Adelaide City. 

Salisbury, also qual- 
ified, will want to overtake 
City and top Group A to 
avoid a semi against Hel- 
las, who won their first two 
games comfortably — the 
last 3-0 against Lion. 

The top in each group 
meets the second in the 
opposing group in the 
semis. 

City just scraped into 
the semis with a draw 


against Salisbury, then 
another with Para Hills, 
which had been pointless 
until then, following their 
lone win on opening night 
against Croatia. 


Salisbury coach Jimmy 
Campbell must have been 
delighted last Wednesday 
as he watched City struggle 
to come back from 1-0 
down to draw 1-1 with 
Para, despite the appear- 
ance of six NSL players in 
the City line-up. 

He will want a resound- 
ing win over Croatia, and is 
likely to get it, to set his 
team up for a semi-final 
match against Campbell- 
town. 

They had a fight on their 
hands to creep into the 
semi-finals on goal differ- 
ence above Lion, after 
being held 1-1 by the 
Grange outfit, last week. 

Croatia, like Para strip- 
ped of two points for field- 
«ing an inelligible player, 
has only one point and 
can't qualify. 

Salisbury has a powerful 
squad as it is,” but will be 


Rosebuds shock the Saints 


NATIONAL YOUTH 
LEAGUE NORTH 
BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


ADAMSTOWN were ex- 
pected to have trouble 
handling the previous- 
ly unbeaten St George 
at St George Stadium 
on Sunday, but after a 
scoreless first half the 
visitors went quickly to 
a 3-0 lead early in the 
second and the Saints 
never recovered. 

Marconi held Croatia to 
a 1-1 draw to gain their first 
point of the season with 
Carlos Vanegas putting 
the Leopards up just on 
half-time before Tony 
Kardum once again scored 
midway through the 
second half. 


In the final match Wol- 
longong looked well on 
their way to their first 
points and an upset win 
against Olympic when 
they led 2-0. The Olympic 
machine, however, roared 
back into the game to win 
3-2. 


ADAMSTOWN 3 
ST GEORGE 2 

Adamstown went 
back into second place 
last Sunday after down- 
ing St George 3-2 in a 
fine exhibition of foot- 
ball, that saw all five 
goals scored in a helter 
skelter second half. 

Goals from Peter Mur- 
ray, Guy McLachlan and 
Ron King put Adamstown 
into an almost unbeatable 
lead before St George 
came storming back. 

Matthew Bingley once 
again found the net with 
Steve Dimoudis bagging 
the second, yet it was not 
enough to save the Saints 
from their first loss this 


season, 

ST GEORGE: Bouhoutsos, 
Harmat, Tatevskl, Drossos, 
Naumovski, Glezekamp, Kaka- 
tlos, Moreakas, Bingley, Di- 
moudis, Soueld. 
ADAMSTOWN: Kedwell, 
Richards, Block, Coutts, 
McWhirter, King, McGregor, 
McLachlan, Tully, Murray, 
Daunt. 
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OLYMPIC 3 
WOLLONGONG 2 

Wollongong were de- 
termined to halt their un- 
lucky start to the sea- 
son. In previous match- 
es they had gone down 
by narrow margins 
against the Saints and 
Croatia but seemed to 
remedy this after 12 mi- 
nutes with a 2-0 lead. 

In the 10th minute 
Mineo Bonetig flicked a 
free kick to Peter Marjeno- 
vic and from the edge of 
the area he drove home, 


giving the keeper no 
chance for the Wolves 
opener. 


Almost from the kick-off 
Olympic broke searching 
for the equaliser but Eric 
Hrist was denied by a bril- 
liant save from Chris 
Peros. 

One minute later, Wol- 
longong again struck. Pe- 
ter Kotamanidis scored 
from the penalty spot 
following a hand ball. 
Olympic looked in deep 
trouble but importantly 
pulled a goal back prior to 
the interval. 

George Sorras broke 
down the right and kept his 
head as the keeper forced 
him wide of the goal. From 
an acute angle Sorras net- 
ted off the far post. 

Five minutes into the 
second half Olympic were 
level when Hrist ham- 
mered home a shot from 
25 metres following a 
corner. 

Olympic were now well 
in command and it was no 
surprise they took the lead 
in the 68th minute. Michael 
Lardis converted from the 
penalty spot after breaking 
into the box and being 
brought down by David 
Morgan. 

Olympic hung on for the 
two valuable points with 
Wollongong rallying near 
the end and long range 
efforts from Kotamanidis 
and David Morgan just 
clearing the bar. 

WOLLONGONG: Peros, 
Allport, Duffy, D. Morgan, Vilet- 
stra, Hollifield, Bonetig, Higgs, 
Martinoski (Ward), Kotamanidis, 
Marjanovic (P. Morgan). 

Best Players: Mineo Bonetig, 
Mark Duffy, Dave Morgan. 


OLYMPIC: M. 
Triantafilou, Pee ree Plata- 
niotis, Briggs, Oustambasidis, 


Lardis, Hrist, Sorras, Bennett, 
Loumanis (Fragakis). 


Best Players: George Sorras, 
Eric Hrist, Jason Bennett. 


CROATIA 1 
MARCONI 1 

Croatia dropped their 
first point and Marconi 
gained their first in a 
close struggle at the 
Croatian Sports Centre 
last Saturday night. 

Marconi looked on their 
way when Carlos Vane- 
gas put them ahead right 
on half-time. David Lowe 
was instrumental with a 
dashing run down the right 
hand side, beating three 
defenders before drawing 
the keeper and slipping a 
pass for Vanegas to slot 
into the empty net. 

Midway through the 
second period Croatia 
drew level when Catlin 
was caught out of position 
by a ball driven square 
across the box and Tony 
Kardum sidefooted home 
his fifth goal of the season. 


NSL YOUTH LEAGUE 
NORTH 


NEXT WEEK'S MATCHES 

Sat. 27 Fab, Adamstown v Wollon- 
gong at Acumstown Oval 4pm. 

Sun. 28 Feb. Apia v Croatia at Went- 
worth Park at 3.15pm. 

‘Sun. 28 Feb. Marconi v St George at 
Marconi Stadium 5.15pm. 


Croatia .. 


Apia... 
Wollongong 
Leading Scorers 


5: Tony Kardum CROATIA 
3: Mark Tully ADAMSTOWN 
3: Matthew Bingley ST GEORGE 


CROATIA: Bosnich, Orlic, Mlinac, 
Krkovski, Milicevic, Kero, Ciscato, 
Spanoudakis (Pervan), Kardum, 
Frketic, Lamdon. 

MARCONI: Catlin, Cortes, Rizzotto 
(P. Okon), Agiasotis, Mannone, 
Lopes, Budini, Charlwood (Surjan), 
Lowe, K. Okon, Vanegas. 

CROATIA 1 (Kardum) MARCONI 1 
(Vanegas) OLYMPIC 3 (Hrist, Lardis, 
Sorras) WOLLONGONG 2 (Marjano- 
vic, Kotamanidis) ADAMSTOWN 3 
(Murray, McLachlan, King) ST 
GEORGE 2 (Bingley, Dimoudis) 


boosted by the return of 
English import Peter Grif- 
fith and former Youth Soc- 
ceroo Kurt Lietner. 

And if they make the 
final there is a chance Tim 
Brown will be ready to play 
after making a quick re- 
covery from a groin opera- 
tion. 

Pride will be Croatia’s 
spur, plus the return of 
Darryl Pankhurst after 
injury. 

Hellas are _odds-on 
against Beograd, another 
team with no points. 

The former NSL com- 
bine has had © striker 
George Konstandopoulos 
on the treatment table 
along with John Panagis, 


RUSHY’S CORNER 


but the former should line- 
up as partner to the tricky 
Gary Price and hard-run- 
ning Richard Preston, and 
they will be backed by 
Scottish import Alby Kidd 
and the giant Paul Blute 
coming from midfield. 

The only certain non- 
starter will be Hellas for- 
ward Steve Witwicki, sent 
off in the win over Lion and 
out for a one-match sus- 
pension. 

Aln interesting figure in 
the Beograd line-up is mid- 
fielder Steve Atsalas, the 
former Hellas star. 

While he knows his for-' 
mer teammates’ style as 
well as his own, it still looks 
set to be a Hellas win. 


SUTHERLAND have forced their way into the 
UMBRO Youth League division one by aelestng 
Ku-ring-gai three games to one. 


The day began with a 
close fought 1-0 win in the 
under 13s to Sutherland, 
but Ku-ring-gai managed 
to get back on level terms 
and, indeed, take a goal 
average lead after winning 
the 14s 5-3. 

Sutherland again went 
ahead by defeating the 
Chasers 2-0 in the 15s and 
set the stage for an under 
17s decider, which Ku- 
ring-gai had to win by two 
goals. 

Sutherland, however, 
proved to be too strong on 
the day, scoring a 3-0 win. 

Ku-ring-gai will ~— be 
spending this year in divi- 
sion two, I have no doubt 
that it will not be too long 
before they are back at the 
top. 

There were no major 
shocks and no result rever- 
sals in the second leg of 
round one of the Gucci 
Shield played over the 
weekend. 

Bankstown and Melita 
were the only two teams 
who could not provide a re- 
sult and will meet in a re- 


play on Sunday at 
Peakhurst Park. 

The first matches of 
round two commence on 
Thursday night at 
Peakhurst, with Olympic 
meeting Uruguay and 


Macarthur clashing with St 
George. 


Although little has been 
seen or heard of Uruguay, 
it would be seen as a major 
shock if they were to knock 
over a strong Olympic 
squad, while the late 


match may well provide 
for an interesting encoun- 
ter as Macarthur are pre- 
sently riding high on the 
crest of a wave. 

St George officials claim 
their under 13s are the best 
team they have had for 
many years, and certainly 
the demolition job they did 
on Ku-ring-gai would tend 
to suggest that they will be 
tough opponents for any 
club. 

On Sunday, the remain- 


der of the round two 
matches will be played at 
Punchbowl. Blacktown 


City are unlikely to be 
troubled by Sutherland, 
although should City take 
the match too lightly, an 
upset could be. on the 
cards. 

Following the  City- 
Sutherland clash is an in- 


teresting confrontration 
between Gladesville- 
Hornsby and __ Illawarra. 


Neither team looked parti- 
cularly impressive during 
their first leg matches, 
however, both teams 
appeared to improve 
dramatically in the second. 

The other match at 
Punchbowl sees Marconi 
up against a rejuvenated 
Canterbury Association 
with the winner gaining a 
place in the quarterfinals, 
which are to be played at a 
time yet to be advised. 

Nepean and Blacktown 
Association, having won 
their first round encoun- 
ters, move directly into the 
quarterfinals and will not 
play Shield matches this 
weekend. 


GUCCI SHIELD 


Rd 1 second leg 
Bankstown 2 Melita 2 agg 2-2 
Avala 3 Canterbury Assoc. 3 agg 4-7 
Marconi 2 Yugal 0 agg 5-0 
Illawarra 2 Rockdale 0 agg 3-0 
Campbelltown City 0 Gladesville 5 agg 2-8 
Nepean 3 Croatia 3 agg 8-4 
North Bankstown 0 Sutherland 3 agg 0-4 
Central Coast 0 Blacktown City 5 agg 0-7 
Blacktown Assoc. 1 Southern Districts 0 agg 4-0 
Warringah-Freshwater 1 Macarthur 3 agg 1-6 
Ku-ring-gai v St. George to be played 
Sydney Olympic 3 Apia 1 agg 6-1 


Divisional Playoff 


Ku-ring-gal v Sutherland, 


ui3 0-1 
u14 5-3 
u15 0-2 
ut7 1-3 


Gucci Shield Rd 2 venues 


Thursday 25 February 


Peakhurst Park — Sydney Olympic v Uruguay 6.30pm, 
Macarthur v St George 7.45pm. 


Sunday 28 February 


Punchbowl Park — Sutherland v Blacktown City 
3.30pm, Illawarra v Gladesville 5pm 
Rd 1 replay; Melita v Bankstown-Peakhurst Park 


As far as Ray is concerned... 


There’s no place like home 


BY PHIL MURPHY 


WOLLONGONG CITY 
centre-half Ray Vliet- 
stra has no doubt 
“there’s no place like 
home.” 

Vlietstra is back with the 
Wolves this season after a 
year with Sydney Croatia 
and playing a key role in 
the team’s good start. 

Born and bred in Wol- 
longong and son of Wol- 
longong secretary John 
Vlietstra, Ray left his 
home town at the end of 
the 1986 season. 


He made the move after 
Wollongong were kicked 
out of the NSL under the 
new format and found 
themselves in the State 
League. 

Vlietstra said he simply 
didn’t want to drop to the 
State competition. “I 
made up my mind to stay in 
the NSL and Croatia 
seemed keen to sign me,” 
he said. 


He was a regular in Ved- 
ran Rozic’s side most of 


the season but Rozic drop- 
ped him when things 
weren’t going too well to- 
wards the end. 

Vlietstra says he was 
something of a scapegoat 
and this disappointed him. 

He felt changes were 
made to keep another 
player in the side even 
though he was being play- 
ed out of position. 

“I didn’t think I was 
playing badly and the inci- 
dent really ruined the sea- 
son for me,” Vliestra said. 

“Overall, the club 
treated me well and the 
committee go out of their 
way to look after the 
players. 

“Tronically, wen I was 
out of the side they were 
thrashed 5-0 by Marconi in 
a league match and I was 
immediately recalled for 
the two legs of the Beach 
Fashion Cup which we 
won.” 

When Wollongong won 
their palce back in the 
NSL, Vlietstra wasted no 


time signing up and cer- 
tainly has no regrets. 
He said there is a great 


atmosphere within the 
Wollongong club and it is 
spreading through the 
area. 


“We have started off 
very well but there is still a 
long way to go,” he said. 

“T honestly feel we have 
the talent, and more im- 
portant, the depth to make 
the play-offs. 


“The backing of Harry 
Michaels is a big plus for us 
and he is really keen for us 
to do well. We were all dis- 
appointed when he lost 


money inbringing Alan 
Brazil here for four 
games.” 


The former Australian 
youth international is play- 
ing as well as ever and com- 
bining well with new sig- 
ning David Ratcliffe. 

They form a very solid 
centre-back combination 
and coach John Fleming is 


very pleased with them. 

“They compliment one- 
another and Ray is as 
dynamic as ever in the air,” 
Fleming said. 


“Our defence generally 
is very strong and I still 
have the talents of left full- 
back Mike Hbollifield to 
come back.” 

Hollifield hasn’t played 
this season after breaking a 
foot at training but is ex- 
pected to be available for 
selection this week. 

With David Skeen hay- 
ing started the season in 
great style at right fullback 
and Pat Brodnik and Jock 
Morlando sharing the left 
back role Fleming has a 
wealth of defensive talent 
at his disposal. 

FOOTNOTE: There is 
another Vlietstra on the 
way up at Wollongong. 
Ray’s 17-year-old brother, 
Daniel, is playing centre- 
half in the Wolves’ youth 
team and gained the man 
of the match award against 
St George. 
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RAY VLIETSTRA (right) beats PETER SHARNE 
(Marconi). 


Referees should again take to the road 


WHILE the affects of 
the clamp down on 
rough play by referees, 
under instruction from 
the West End National 
League, is being felt on 
the field, it could also 
explode in a backlash 
against the whistlers. 


And this could be fueled 
by another instruction 
from the NSL — coaches, 
Officials and players not 
being allowed to make 
public statements about 
the referees. 

Apia coach Rale Rasic is 
already in trouble, and 
there are other coaches on 
the boil. 

There is a growing feel- 


ing that referees have once 
again have become a very 
Protected species and can 
do no wrong. 

Fortunately _ television 
replays show otherwise on 
many occasions. 

SA referee Mike 
Browning was a “‘yictim” 
of the dreaded replay the 
other week in Adelaide 
City’s match against Wol- 
longong. 

Fans, of course, will 
point out that a penalty 
kick claim he disallowed 
when home striker Joe 
Mullen was brought down 
was justified, and clearly in 
order before anyone saw 
the replays. 

And certainly SBS com- 


AN OPINION PIECE FROM TOM McKAIN IN ADELAIDE 


mentators Mike Hill and 
Johnny Warren had “cal- 
led” the penalty before 
they saw thé replay. 


Then there was a hand- 
ball in the penalty area 
ignored by the referee and 
one of his linesman, Tom 
McRoe. 

Again this showed up on 
TV and again. had been 
claimed by players and 
fans who were almost as 
close to the incident as the 
linesman. 


Only the rule about no 
glasses or cans being 
allowed in Hindmarsh Sta- 
dium saved McRoe from 


Consternation over 
Olympians’ teams 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


TWO pieces of contrary information from ACT first division side Canberra 
City Olymplans threw plans for the new season into temporary confusion. 


The first was a letter 
brought to a meeting of the 
ACTSF seeking permis- 
sion to withdraw the 
Olympians’ three teams 
from the Senior League. 


Reasons given in the 
letter, signed on behalf of 
secretary Taso Samios on a 
Canberra Griffins letter- 
head, were the heavy 
financial commitments in- 
volved with running that 
team in the NSW League, 
and that as the Griffins 
were now recognised as 
Canberra’s community 
club it was felt there was no 
longer a requirement to 
field teams in the local 
competition. 


The Federation passed 
the matter on to the Senior 
League, but news of the 


resignation ran through 
the Soccer community like 
a bushfire. 


By the next day poten- 
tial Olympians __ players 
were already scrambling to 
find new clubs and 
speculation was growing 
over whether the club 
would be replaced by 
second-division runner-up 
Canberra City or relegated 
first division side Narra- 
bundah. 


By that afternoon a 
further letter was received 
at federation headquar- 
ters. This time signed by 
the president of Downer 
Olympic, Chris Kobas 
(Downer Olympic is the 
Olympians’ original name 
although the registered 
title with the Senior 
League is Canberra City 


Olympians). 

In it Kobas said he had 
noted with surprise the 
contents of the earlier 
letter. “There was no firm 
decision taken at the 
board’s last meeting 
regarding withdrawal of 
our three local teams from 
the ACT Soccer Federa- 
tion competition, but the 
matter had been discus- 
sed,” he said. 


He asked that no action 
be taken on the first letter 
and sought confirmation 
the teams would be 
allowed to compete. 


While the speed with 
which one letter followed 
another meant no firm 
decisions were made, 
Federation and league 
Officials are not amused at 
a situation of such appa- 


injury. 

He was bombarded by 
plastic and cardboard con- 
tainers. 

Any violence towards 
referees, of course, must 
be prevented, but surely 
coaches should be allowed 
to let off steam along with 
officials. 


And surely, too, the re- 
ferees should be allowed to 
reply to criticism. 


Like cricket umpires 
they are now under very 
close scrutiny with TV 
cameras picking up every 
move from varying angles. 

While home players and 


® 


rent confusion within a 
leading club. 

In one of the busiest and 
most controversial off-sea- 
sons in years it was an extra 


bit of excitement they 
could have well done 
without. 


As a result Olympians 
retiring team manager, 
Don Rushan, had to make 
an appeal to former and 
potential players. “We are 
still viable and welcome 
everyone along to our 
training sessions on Tues- 
day and Thursday nights,” 
he said. 


THE Arrival of Gary Ire- 
land at Mount Gravatt will 
cause some confusion. The 
club already has a Gary 
Treland, a striker who has 
signed last year from 
Rochedale. 


officials cannot comment, 
it was interesting to see 
that Wollongong guest 
Alan Brazil had no hesita- 
tion in giving his views on 
the referees. 


“Go Overseas” 


In a TV interview he said 
that the standard left a lot 
to be desired, and sugges- 
sed that they should, try to 
go overseas and gain some 
experience. 


We wonder if he is being 
fined for his remarks! 


Fans at the City — Wol- 
longong match were also 


perturbed to see FIFA re- 
feree Donald Campbell 
watching the game from 
the stand. 

His only appointment 
for that weekend was to 
handle a trial match for 
two local league teams. 

And already, with the 
season only in its infancy, 
we appear to be back to the 
“local referees” policy. 

Perhaps the situation 
will change when the com- 
petition reaches the nor- 


mal afternoon , kick-off 
stage, and is played on 
Sundays. 


There is no doubt the re- 


ferees perfer to get out of 
their home States. 

Unofficially many of 
them have said there is al- 
ways pressure handling 
games involving their 
“home” teams. 

There are accusations 
that they favor the home 
side, or in many cases that 
they bend over backwards 
to ensure the visitors don’t 
accuse them of bias and so 
penalise the home side. 

To sum up. Let the 
coaches have their way. 

And get the referees 
back on the road out of 
their own States. 


Lambton Jaffas gain 
from Port Macquarie’s 
sudden withdrawal 


NEIL Ridgway and Vic Rather, president and secretary respectively of the 
Lambton Jaffas club, are happier about football than for some time. 


The reason? Jaffas’ 
unexpected promotion 
to the Northern NSW 
Second Division. 

The total membership 
of the Jaffas’ club was 
bitterly disappointed 
when Its application for 
promotion to the 
Second Division two 
years ago was rejected. 

But the surprise with- 
drawal of Port Mac- 
quarie from divisional 
football gave Jaffas the 
chance to rise from the 
Third Division and the 
Lambton-based club 
accepted the invitation 
without question. 

And, to: add to the 
club’s elation, it has re- 
ceived a $6000 Govern- 
ment grant to help with 
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the cost of refencing Its 
home ground, Edden 
Oval, which it shares 
with Newcastle Mace- 
donia. 

The Port Macquarie 
senior team performed 
creditably in the Second 
Division and the club's 
under-18 team won the 
1987 grand final. 


In correspondence to 
the Federation secret- 
ary, the secretary of the 
Port Macquarie club, 
Graeme Roberts, sald 
that the decision to with- 
draw from the competi- 
tion was regretted and 
had been taken only be- 


_ cause members of the 


senior team: had found 
travelling every second 


weekend too much of a 
burden. 


However, Port Mac- 

quarie would retain 
associate membership 
of the Federation. 


Two other clubs have 
also benefited from the 
departure of Port Mac- 
quarle. 


Following the eleva- 
tion of Lambton Jaffas, 
South Cardiff will move 
from the Fourth Division 
to fill the vacancy in 
Third Division, while 
Kotara South will fill the 
void in the Fourth Divi- 
sion. 


DAVE WILLIAMS 
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firmer hold On cmuccemse 
All Whites 


BY PAUL MOON 


NOT long after de- 
crying Australia’s deci- 
sion to limit the number 
of Kiwi players appear- 
ing in the West End 
National Soccer 
League, New Zealand's 
best known adminis- 
trator, Charlie Demp- 
sey, has commenced 
moves to place stipula- 
tions upon All Whites 
crossing the Tasman. 

Dempsey has proposed 
that no New Zealand play- 
er will be released to play 
in Australia, or any other 
country, unless: 


© The overseas club pays 
US$3,000 to the New 
Zealand Football 
Association, if the player 
concerned is a senior in- 
ternational. 


@ When an overseas club 
insists upon a player 
being insured while he is 
with the New Zealand 
national squad, the club 
supply a copy of the in- 
surance agreement and 
the NZFA will only be 
responsible for the pro- 
portion of insurance re- 
levant to the player’s 
time with the national 
squad. 


@ Overseas clubs pay the 
player’s return air fares 
when he is involved in 
Olympic and World Cup 
games. 


The move has doub- 
tlessly been provoked by 
Australian clubs obtaining 
New Zealand players with- 
out paying a transfer fee or 
guaranteeing their  re- 
leases for international 
duty, but, logically, the 
only way to prevent fur- 
ther such occurrences is by 
the Kiwi clubs having their 
players secured under con- 
tract. Their failure to do 
this in the past illustrates 
the ineptitude that infests 
Soccer officialdom in the 
Shaky Isles. 


All Whites coach Kevin 
Fallon came under fire re- 
cently after claiming, dur- 
ing a radio interview, that 
“All Air New Zealand 
National League clubs are 
Mickey Mouse outfits — 
with the exceptions of 
Napier City Rovers and 
Gisborne City.” 

In fact, Fallon was being 
charitable. If he seriously 
believes that Gisborne 
City (his former employers) 
are competent, he de- 
serves a place in Fantasy- 
land alongside the world’s 
favorite rodent. 

I have long believed that 
the listing of their publicity 
officers by Gisborne, 
Christchurch United, Hutt 
Valley United and Mount 
Wellington in the Air New 


Zealand National Soccer 
League Media Guide is no- 
thing more than a New 
Zealand Post plot to in- 
crease stamp sales. 

I have yet to meet any- 
one claiming to have re- 
ceived a reply from these 
presumably fictitious indi- 
viduals. Officials — with 
higher profiles also leave 
much to be desired in 
terms of efficiency. 


Napier Excepted 
The sad fact is that, 
apart from the admirable 
Napier, major New Zea- 
land clubs are poorly run 
and they would have no 
reason to fear their players 
being “pirated” by over- 
seas clubs if the rational, 
though _ time-consuming, 
step of negotiating a con- 


Wednesday when an in- 
ternational was played 
without him; yet regained 
full fitness for his club’s 
match the following 
weekend. Clubs never 
have difficulty in produc- 
ing a dozen doctors to con- 
firm the miracle’s au- 
thenticity. 


The bottom-line is that a 
player’s availability for 
international duty will 
always depend upon the 
good will of his club and 
the NZFA_ will only 
antagonise clubs by insist- 
ing on them paying the air- 
fares of an All White 
chosen for an international 


in Auckland, or even 
further afield. 
Right to Work 


There is also the ques- 
tion of the freedom of an 
individual to pursue his 
career, and players believ- 
ing the Kiwi federation to 
be making unreasonable 
demands upon the clubs 
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tract with them was under- 
taken. 


A player’s former club 
would, in normal circumst- 
ances, be the only party 
entitled to receive a trans- 
fer fee. The NZFA’s desire 
for a sum in addition to this 
is somewhat curious and, 
surely, difficult to justify in 
a court of law should it be 
questioned there. 


Dempsey defended the 
proposed contract clause 
by pointing out: “Money is 
being expended to develop 
the player to the standard 
where he is sought after. 
The NZFA should be 
reimbursed for that.”” 


Clubs might decide 
against querying the valid- 
ity of this statement, as 
US$3,000 would probably 
be considered only a minor 
expense in the acquisition 
of a sought player and 
disputing it might delay his 
signing. 

Guaranteeing _ releases 
for competitive internatio- 
nals is likely to be a much 
more contentious issue. 


South American and 
smaller European federa- 
tions have insisted upon 
watertight release clauses 
being included in the con- 
tracts of their foreign- 
based stars for many years, 
but, invariably, these 
prove flexible. 

Most of us can. cite 
dozens of cases when a 
player has been decreed a 
near cripple on the 


paying their wages; week 
in, week out, may be temp- 
ted to rationalise their 
priorities and declare 
themselves unavailable for 
international duty. 


Dempsey maintains that 
his proposals are not 
aimed specifically at Aus- 
tralian clubs, although 
only two Kiwis (the Rufer 
brothers in Switzerland) 
are attached to major clubs 
beyond Australia at the 
current time. 


He claims: “We have a 
good, youthful team. 
Every coach in the world 
will be after our players, 
not just Eddie Thomson.” 


EDDIE THOMSON 


But, the move must be 
seen as Dempsey’s cross- 
Tasman parting _ shot; 
made just before he re- 
signed as Chairman of the 
NZFA in order to concen- 
trate upon his Oceania 
Confederation duties. 


Undoubtedly,  Austra- 
lian Soccer will find him to 
be a better friend than 
enemy. 
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Right attitude is the vital 


MIKE JOHNSON is a former English 


‘Soccer player. He 


professional 
played as full time professional with Doncaster Rovers, Brighton, 
Fulham and Newcastie United. He is an English Football Association 
coach. In Australia he has coached top teams — Sutherland, St 
George BSC, West Adelaide, APIA, Wollongong United (now Wol- 
Jongong Macedonia) and Fairy Meadow in the NSW State League 
His television series The Basic Skills of Soccer was shown for the 


first time in 1980 on ABC, 


He says that everyone of these players, despite their eventual 


Success, was deficient in basic skills because of inadequate 
coaching in their early years, and that all of them would have been 
better players if they had developed good basic grounding of skill 
when they were young. 


ATTITUDE! You hear 
that word so often 
today. 


The dictionary defines it 
as ‘a way of thinking.” 

So how are the APIA 
players thinking this year 
as opposed to last year. 

No doubt Rale Rasic has 
referred to this in team 
talks in recent weeks. No 
doubt he has also ques- 
tioned his own attitude of 
mind following on the suc- 
cess of last year. 

But not only Rale and 
the APIA club will have 
this question in the fore- 
front of their mind at the 
present time. 

It is the major factor 
which will determine the 
success or failure of all 
teams as they set out on 
season 1988. 

For APIA the task of 
getting the correct attitude 


of mind amongst its play-~ 


ers may be harder than for 
most teams, following on 


their runaway National 
League triumph of last 
year. 


St George, to a lesser de- 
gree, can point to a similar 


problem. 
Marconi, South Mel- 
bourne Hellas, Sydney 


Croatia and Sydney Olym- 
pic may be oppressed by 
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the opposite problem. 

Rather than the com- 
placency that success can 
sometimes bring, these 
four clubs must play under 
the tension of knowing 
they MUST have success 
this year. 

The coaches of these 
teams will bear the brunt of 
most of the pressure, but 
players and committee- 
men will also feel it, espe- 


Blanco, may dispute this. 

Blacktown are looking 
terrific, but so is Melita 
with two Argentinians still 
to join them. 

My own team Wollon- 
gong Macedonia has its 
own pressure. 

Having finished second 
bottom in State League 
last season, supporters 
stayed away in droves. 

A club that can attract 
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tension of knowing 


they must have success 


cially if things do not go 
well in early season. 


State League 


Blacktown City, under 
Les Scheinflug are EX- 
PECTED to win this year’s 
NSW State League. 

Les has been there a 
good while and the club 
and it’s supporters feel this 
has to be their year. 


Melita, under Raul 
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2000 to its games found it- 
self playing in front of a few 
hundred. 

A losing attitude can 
perpetuate itself within a 
club. 

As I look at my players, 
studying their skills and 
general ability, I ask my- 
self how committed is he. 

The prime purpose in 
any man management is to 
produce greater commit- 
ment in your people. 


link 


You will spot this ability 
to a greater commitment 
among players in top 
coaches, such as Eddie 
Thomson, Frank Arok 
and Len McKendry, who 
have enormous drive 
themselves, while coaches 
such as Raul Blanco have a 
special way with players, 

One way to ensure com- 
mitment is to assemble a 
top squad of 16 players, all 
with outstanding ability 
and make them compete 
with one another. 

Liverpool does this. 

APIA did it last year. 


Beating 
Problems 


Further down the scale 
where money is in shorter 
supply, that ploy can 
sometimes be out of the 
question. 

Then it comes back 
totally to the man manage- 
ment ability of the coach. 

Money problems, 
personal problems, — in- 
juries, problems with the 
coach or club, overwork, 
excessive travelling — all 
of these things can affect 
the attitude of a player. 

Poor discipline, daggy 
strips, poor organisation, 
unskilled treatment for in- 
juries, unsuitable training, 
fields, bumpy match play- 
ing fields, dirty dressing 
sheds, all of these can 
affect the attitude of a 
team. 

“As a man thinketh, so 
ishe.” 

That is the name of a 
book which is well worth 
reading. 

Because that is how it is. 


The pressure is certainly on clubs such as Sydney Olympic and Marconi to perform in 1988. 


GARY COLE A POSSIBILITY AT CANBERRA 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 
CANBERRA Griffins’ talented young defender 
Jason Dunn has finally gone to Blacktown City. 

The move had been held up after disagreement 
over a transfer fee but agreement was reached short- 
ly before the first games in the NSW League pre- 
season Cup and Dunn has joined former Griffin Alan 
Rels at the Gabbie Stadium. 

Canberra team boss Tom Sermanni Is now holding 


talks with the NSL all-time highest scorer Gary Cole 
who Is Interested In making a playing comeback pro- 
viding It does not clash with his duties as assistant 
coach at the Australian Institute of Sport. 

Meanwhile Chris Tansey and Oscar Langone have 
been re-appointed assistant coaches. “They'll be 
doing much the same jobs as last year with Chris 
taking charge of the reserves and Oscar helping me 
with the first team,” Sermanni sald. 


THE Parramatta Spar- 
tans have a total of 
eight (8) players 
selected in the Austra- 
lian Train-on Squads 
following our  par- 
ticipation in the Austra- 
lian National Cham- 
pionships held in Can- 
berra on the 23rd to 
25th January. 

Firstly, we had Charles 
Akkary as a NSW repre- 
sentative in the successful 
NSW Open Mens Team, 
which beat Victoria 2-0 in 
the final. Charles is cur- 


rently in the Australian 
World Cup _ Train-on 
Squad. 


Secondly, we had Brett 
Duval, Stephen Duval and 
Michael Renaud also play- 
ing for NSW in the Mens 


Under 19 Team. This side 
convincingly beat ACT, 
Victorian and Queensland 
and in the final 4-1 against 
ACT. 

Brett Duval scored 5 
goals in this competition. 
Brett and Stephen were 
selected in the Australian 
Under 20 Train-on Squad. 

In the Club and Centre 
Competition, the Spartans 
qualified to the quarter 
finals where they were 
very unlucky in being 
beaten 2-3 by the Canberra 
South Team. 

In the preliminary 
games, the Spartans beat 
the Matadors (ACT) 6-3, 
Aztecs (Qld) 2-1, Crushers 
(Vic) 3-1, Macleay (North 


Coast) 5-1, and Ipswich 
(Qld) 6-1. 
The game against 


Aztecs was a very disci- 
plined and enjoyable game 
from whistle to whistle, a 
game that neither team de- 
served to lose and one that 
the large number of spec- 
tators which grew as the 
game progressed, were 
totally appreciative of the 
standard displayed. Con- 
gratulations to all partici- 
pants. 

The Spartans Club 
Team was represented by 
Charles Akkary, Doumit 


Akkary, Brett Duval, 
Stephen Duval, Greg 
Saville, Brian Dene, 
Michael Renaud, Robert 


Klaric and Peter Hicks. 
Greg Saville also made 
the Australian Under 20 
Train-on Squad from these 
games. 
The Club was also repre- 


sented in the Under 14 
Boys Competition. 


This team was a com- 
bination of our Spears and 
Shields Teams from the 
local Fairfield Competi- 
tion. 


As the boys had only 
played a handful of indoor 
games in separate teams, 
they had not played 
together as a team and the 
results of the preliminary 
games did not really reflect 
what these guys are cap- 
able of. 


The team lost 1-2 against 
Geelong City, 2-3 against 
Rangers (ACT), and 1-3 
against Rebels (NSW). 

The Team was repre- 
sented by Brendon Re- 
naud, Scott Preston, 


BACK ROW: Alexander Renaud (Co-Manager), Glenn 
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FROM GRAHAM COOKE 


DON'T talk to Steve Darby about brighter Soccer 
— he’s not interested. 

The new coach at ACT first division side CCAE is 
concerned about building an efficient match-winning 
side, and entertainment comes a long way down on his list 
of priorities. 

In a frank, sometimes brutal assessment of ACT 
League Soccr, Darby said there was little point pandering 
to spectators “because, with one or two exceptions, we 
don’t have any.” 

“At this level we have to accept that Soccer is a par- 
ticipatory rather than a spectator sport and gear our 
priorities accordingly,” he added. 

“It’s my view that it doesn’t matter how boring the 
Soccer looks — as long as the players understand what the 
system is and are playing it well, they will be interested 
and happy. 

“And for those who do turn up and support us, well, 
we'll be aiming to win and winning is an entertainment in 
itself.” 

The former assistant national coach of Bahrain — “that 
was no big deal, we got knocked out in the first round of 
the World Cup and Olympic qualifiers by the Yemen” — 
brings an encyclopaedic knowledge of the game to sup- 
port his assumptions. 

“I intend to play five across the back. That means we 
won't score many but we don’t. intend to let many in 
either. 

“That's the way Queens Park Rangers are playing this 
season in the English first division and they’re doing 


Steve Darby puts winning first 


alright. You’re an Exeter City supporter? Well it’s the 
same system they used to gain promotion to the third 
division back in 1964. Were you bored by that? 

“Of course it will be flexible. If the occasion warrants 
defenders can get forward. It means I'll be placing a big 
reliance on fitness and organisation discipline.” 


Players 


and if the early training sessions of CCAE are anything 
to go by he will have the players to do the job. Big Robbie 
Heidemanns, Ben Campbell, Willie Stirton and Steve 
Vanzetti were there from Canberra City Olympians was 
was a strong Belconnen United contingent — Peter-John 
Di Michiel, Michael Wiseman and Lorimer Mosely. 

Goalkeeper Warwick Wilson together with defender 
Jim Malins, who Darby says he will probably make cap- 
tain, Romeo Ciccolini, the Felezzi brothers, Ivo and Joe, 
and Frank Polombi are back from last year. Tom Alex- 
akis is a possibility. 

Darby, an English FA and FIFA registered coach, is a 
former director of coaching in Tasmania. He was also in 
charge of the White Eagles team which won the 1986 
Tasmanian State League. 

He took over the College post at short notice after Paul 
Turner, originally named to succeed Paul Davison as 
team boss, changed his plans and decided to return to his 
family home in Western Australia. 

Turner, 24 and a former graduate of the Austrlaian 
Institute of Sport Soccer program, decided that he was 
young enough to resurrect his playing career while com- 
pleting a university degree. 
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BACK ROW: Peter Gajic (Manager) (NISL Coach of the Year), 


‘ . Pi 
Martin Fisk, Brad- 


ley Gambrill, Bernard Duval (Coach), Andrew Crews, Allyn Preston (Co-Manager). 
FRONT ROW: Paul Richardson, Scott Preston, Brendon Brenaud, Daniel Harris. 


NSW UNDER 19 


Dean Bennel, 


Stephen Duval, Brett Duval, Jim O'Conner, Michael Renaud, George Psaroudis 


nt 
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BACK ROW: Bernard Duval (Coach), 


(Coach). 


FRONT ROW: Bill Psaroudis, Mark Beck, Scott Cook, Barry Chatter, John White. 
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Robert 


Klaric, Stephen Duval, Michael 


Renaud, Brett Duval, Bob Genner (Manager). 
FRONT ROW: Charles Akkary, Brian Dene, Greg Saville, Peter Hicks, Doumit 


Andrew Crews, Gieus 
Randall, Bradley Gam- 
brill, Marty Fisk, Paul 
Richardson, Haniel Har- 
Tis, coached by Bernie 
Duval and Co-Managed 


by Alexander Renaud and 


Akkary. 


Ally Preston. 

Although the results 
may be disappointing the 
boys had a very enjoyable 
weekend and will benefit 
from the experience. 


Scott Preston, Glenn 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


THE time has come for junior Soccer to begin to 
flex its muscles again after several seasons of 
little or no growth, league chairman Barry Rumble 


believes. 


Speaking in the week 
leading up to registration 
day, Rumble said prob- 
lems at club and ACT Soc- 
cer Federation level had 
taken the attention of 
junior league administra- 
tors away from the de- 
velopment of the game. 


“T hope we can change 
all that,” he said. 

“The first thing we must 
do is to improve on 1987 
Tegistrations, which were 
around 4,500. As a start, 
it’s good to see Cooma 
coming back into the com- 
petition after a break of a 
couple of years.” 


He agreed that some 
areas, notably the Tugger- 
anong Valley, were not 
achieving their full poten- 


tial while numbers had 
been declining in North 
Canberra and the Woden 
Valley. “This is becaue we 
have tended to leave the 
clubs to do their own 
promotional work when 
we should be out there 
helping them.” 

Rumble said he did not 
support the Brogan Plan 
recommendation for com- 
pulsory qualifications for 
junior league coaches. “It 
would only result in some 
badly needed people drop- 
ping out, but I would en- 
courage educational pro- 
grams urging people to go 
to courses.”” 

The ACTSF had agreed 
to allow an ACT team to 
attend the national under 
13 championships in NSW 


Randall, Daniel Harris 
and Brendon Renaud 
were named in the Austra- 
lian Under 14 Train-on 
Squad with a proposed 
tour of Brazil in the 
offering. 


this year. 

“The provisions are that 
it is strictly a one-off mea- 
sure and that the junior 
league meets the costs,” 
Rumble said. 

“In the past it has been 
considered that under-13 
kids are too young to begin 
representative Soccer. I 
am not convinced of that, 
So it is a chance to put both 
points of view to the test.” 

In response to Rumble’s 
comments, the juniors 
chairman of Tuggeranong 
United, Ian Primrose, said 
the club was hoping for an 
increase of around 20 per 
cent in its registrations this 
year. 

In 1986 the then Kam- 
bah United had 300 juniors 
signed on. This rose to 500 


last year after the 
amalgamation with Tug- 
geranong. 


“T would like to see be- 
tween 600 and 700 this 
time,” he said. 
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Orange Waratahs bloom... . 


Western NSW Booster 


WESTERN NSW Soc- 
cer has been given an 
enormous injection of 
life following the pro- 
motion of Orange 
Waratahs to State 
League competition. 

Waratahs have jumped 
an incredible four divi- 
sions in the NSW Soccer 
Federation and will now 
field teams in State League 
division three. 

Announcing the news 
yesterday, general mana- 
ger of the Federation, Ian 
Holmes, said the Wara- 
tahs promotion came as 
part of the Federation's 
Strategic Development 
Plan which will see a dras- 
tically streamlined semi- 
professional structure 
over the next few years. 

“We wanted to ensure 
Western NSW was repre- 
sented in State League and 
Waratahs are already close 
to meeting the criteria set 
down by the Federation 
for State League clubs” 
Holmes said yesterday. 

“The playing facilities, 
club structure and finan- 
cial resources that Wara- 
tahs have are as good or 
better than most State 
League clubs whether they 
be in division one, two or 
three” he added. 


The position in State 
League came about 
following the merger of 
Campbelltown | Gunners 
and Campbelltown City 
which left a vacancy in divi- 
sion three. 

Holmes said the Federa- 
tion is looking to having 
only one senior (semi-pro- 


NEW FORCE 
FOR NSW 
DIVISION 3 


SOUTHERN DIS- 
TRICTS United is a 
new club in the NSW 
Third Division and is 
aiming to carve out a 
niche for themselves. 

They will play at the 
Ernie Smith Reserve, 
Liverpool, and are offer- 
ing terms and bonuses to 
suitable players. 

In early trials they lost 
2-1 to 1987 Third Division 
Champions Granville 
Chile and 0-2 to a Mar- 
coni squad which include 
three NSL players. 

Their under 19 team 
won the Parramatta City 
Bicentennial Cup at Gar- 
side Park, against Gran- 
ville, IWlawarra and Banks- 
town Lebanon. 

The club has a training 
ground at their headquar- 
ters and Southern Dis- 
tricts SFA has allocated 
$20,000 for seating at the 
main arena. 


FROM PAT ALLEN 


fessional) club in each area 
and has suggested that a 
merger between Waratahs 
and Bathurst °75 (State 
League div 2) could be a be- 
neficial move in the future. 

“Having two or more 
semi-professional clubs in 
any one area only means 
splitting resources, man- 
power and so on. 

“Ideally Waratahs and 
°75 should merge. But of 
course that is a decision to 
be discussed by the two 
clubs” he added. 

According to Waratahs 
secretary John Dunworth 
the move is a good one for 
Orange and _ particularly 
juniors. 

“In division three there 
isn’t a second grade as 
such, but an under 19 
team, which must contain 
at least seven under 19 
players” Dunworth  ex- 
plained. 


“The way is open for 
juniors to play a high stan- 
dard without _ leaving 
Orange.” 

Dunworth was quick to 
praise the efforts of the 
committee, under presi- 
dent Stuart Cousins, and 
the players. 

“T guess it’s the reward 
for the hard work and dedi- 
cation of the whole club.” 


But Dunworth was 
quick to add that the hard 
work was now just begin- 
ning. 

“We'll have to be more 
professional in our atti- 
tude and continue to work 
hard. 


“But the opportunity is 
there and we can only hope 
that the Soccer players and 
supporters of Orange get 


NORTH 
BANKSTOWN 
GOALIE 


NORTH BANKSTOWN 
is entering the 1988 
NSW Youth League 
under 15 grade with an 
excellent squad. 

They have the nucleus 
of the Bankstown side 
which ran second to Syd- 
ney Croatia last year and 
was the only team to beat 
them. 

This progressive club 
plays on the outstanding 
Potts Park at North 
Bansktown. 

Training is held under 
coach Alan Buxton at 
Graf Park and there is 
room for an outstanding 
goalkeeper for the team. 


WARWICK GENDALL TAKES OVER 


WARWICK GENDALL, 
a barrister from Wel- 
lington, has suc- 
ceeded Charlie 
Dempsey as chairman 
of the New Zealand 
Football Association. 

The areas of priority 
pointed to by Gendall are: 


© Improving the National 
Coaching Scheme and the 
Centres of Excellence. 

© More international com- 
petition, especially against 


South American 
nents. 
© Co-operation with down- 
the-ladder Soccer 
organisations. 


oppo- 


© Possibly turning the NZ 
National League into two 
divisions with promotion 
and relegation. 


Sir Robert Muldoon has 
stepped down as presi- 
dent, being replaced by 
NZ Government treasurer 
Roger Douglas. 


behind us and make the 
move a success for Orange 


Soccer in general.” 
[Orange Waratahs 
have one of the best 


licensed club and playing 
field facilities in Soccer in 
country NSW. 


Soccer is trumps, and 


many other sports are 
fielded at the club. 
President Stuart 


Cousins is a former Can- 
terbury Marrickville State 
League player. — Ed] 


Indoor 
change 


THE interim committee 
to guide ACT indoor 
Soccer through the 
next month until the 
annual meeting, has 
been appointed by the 
AISF. 


Chaired by former pres- 
ident Jim Roberts it in- 
cludes his immediate pre- 
decesor, Bill Persey, in 
charge of juniors; Can- 
berra Rockets captain 
George Kyrgios (seniors); 
Rockets coach Trevor 
Vizovitis (finance); Peter 
Laven (secretary) and Ron 
Parker (referees and 
technical). 


The group will run the 
sport after the sacking of 
the former elected execu- 
tive for alleged internal 
dissention. Roberts said tis 
mandate would end with 
the election of a new body 
on March 21. 


NSW CLUBS COMBINE 


Can Kogarah 
defend 
Turner Cup 


AFTER a very success- 
ful 1987 season in 
which a Sydney team 
finally won the Bill 
Turner Cup after a.gap 
of five years, the Syd- 
ney convenors are 
eagerly looking for- 
ward to the 1988 com- 
petition and our new 
association with the 
Commonwealth Bank. 

The burning question on 
everyone’s lips is can 
Kogarah High do some- 
thing that no team has 
been able to do in the his- 
tory of the competition 
and successfully defend 
their title. 

Although there are only 
a couple of members of last 
year’s team still available, 
coach Norm Landers is 
hopeful this year’s team 
may develop into a formid- 
able combination as the 
season unfolds. 


The traditionally strong 


teams — Canterbury 
Boys, Fairfield Patrican 
Brothers, St Dominics, 


and Epping Boys — will 
again be very hard to 
defeat. 

Who will be this year’s 
surprise teams, who come 
out of nowhere to have a 
fine cup run like Girra- 
ween, Prairiewood, Castle 
Hill and Blacktown Patri- 
cian Brothers last year? 

Any Sydney schools 
who have not received an 
entry form as yet and 
would like to enter, can 
contact John Moscovis at 
Katoomba High School, 
Martin Street, Katoomba 
2780. 

— LINDSAY HEWISON 


International Womens Soccer 


Australia’s Quality Opponents 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


AUSTRALIAN and 11 
other countries will 
compete in the FIFA- 


sponsored pilot 
women’s World Cup 
competition in China 
from June 1-12. 


The tournament, a test- 
ing ground for the first 
World Cup proper in 1990, 
will also include China, 
Brazil, Canada, England, 
France, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Japan, Norway, Thailand 
and the US. 


It is something of a coup 
for Australia to be in- 
cluded ahead of New Zea- 
land as Oceania’s sole rep- 
resentative, especially as 
the Kiwis finished a place 
higher in the China cup in 
Taiwan immediately be- 
fore Christmas. 


“I can imagine they will 
be far from amused,” 
AWSA executive director 
Heather Reid said. 


Of the other teams, Nor- 
way where women’s 
Soccer is almost as popular 
as its male equivalent — is 
the European champion, 
France and Italy have 
set- 


highly sophisticated 


THE Beach Fashions 
Cup clash between 
South Melbourne and 
Adelaide City set down 
for Olymple Park tonight 
has been postponed to a 
date to be fixed. 


The NSW Third Division West United and Rooty Hill clubs having combined 
forces, they are training under former Marconi and Melita player Richie 


Williams. Pictured at top, West United and below Rooty Hill. 
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ups, while England, the 
home of Soccer, probably 
gets it place for sen- 


timental reasons, 

The inclusion of China, 
Thailand and Japan re- 
flects the growth of the 
game in Asia — Taiwan 
would also have earned a 
place had it not been for its 
political differences with 
the host. 

The US probably leads 
the world in the number of 


aS 


TERRY MURPHY ... 


Turner 


women playing Soccer and 
Canada is a rapidly emerg- 
ing giant, while Brazil and 
the Ivory Coast have been 
included to ensure that all 
FIFA regions are repre- 
sented. 

Reid said it was likely 
the competition would 
probably be divided into 
four groups of three, with 
the top two in each group 
going forward to a knock- 
out quarter final. 


Cup is his re- 


sponsibility. 


SCHOOL BANKING 
ON TERRY MURPHY 


FROM BILL TURNER 


SEVENTEEN years of loyal service with the Com- 
monwealth Bank in its marketing and public rela- 
tions division has made Terry Murphy an astute 
judge of a top and worthy promotion. 


This opinion is shared 
enthusiastically by those 
who know Terry and have 
been privileged to have 
had dealings with him dur- 
ing that time. 

Because of 
executive 


this, the 
members of 
Northern NSW _ Schools 
Soccer were delighted 
when, on the banks behalf, 
Terry agreed to sponsor 
the Under 15 Bill Turner 
Cup. 

Having enjoyed the 
pleasure of success in seve- 
ral sporting endeavours he 
is well able to recognise the 
potential of any organisa- 
tion seeking support. 

Only last week Terry ex- 
pressed his delight at the 
way in which the 1988 Bill 
Turner Cup was progress- 
ing. 

“I must pay tribute,” he 
said, “to the tremendous 
efficiency of the executive 
and the Area Co-ordina- 


tors, who despite the rapid 
growth rate have all the 


organisation at their 
fingertips.” 

Terry and his two col- 
leagues Allan Turnbull 
and Jannine Freshwater, 
both also with sporting 
backgrounds, share a 


sound empathy with the 
executure, knowing full 
well the difficulties they 
face with such a large com- 
petition to operate. 

Consequently their 
willingness to assist has 
been greatly appreciated 
by the Newcastle based 
committee. 

Terry’s last word about 
the competition was; “I’m 
really keen to get the com- 
plete draw, then watch as it 
all unfolds, culminating in 
the big Cup final on the 
night of August 24.”” 

But then perhaps, there 
are many who feel just the 
same way. 


WELL known Sydney coach David Lee will have 
all stops out when he speaks to the NSW 
Coaches Federation on Friday. 


His subject is: ‘Is there any effective teenage 


coaching?” 


Is he correct in querying the current positon in 


Soccer coaching . . . 


With videos, posters and handouts he will be putting 


over his views. 


The controversial discussion takes place at Parklea 
following the 6.30pm annual meeting. 


AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDE! 


THE New South Wales 
Amateur Soccer Feder- 
ation has made impor- 
tant changes to the 
structure of the Coun- 
try Rep. teams for 1988. 

Co-ordinator for the 
Country Reps and State 
Publicity Officer Lindsay 
Cosgrove reports this year 
there will be no tour 
through Northern NSW 
and Brisbane, as the 
Northern players are eligi- 
ble to play for the Country 
Reps. this year and a num- 
ber of their players will 
make the teams. 

In place of the tour and 
other games, each of the 
four Country Branches, 
Northern, Western, 
Southern and Riverina will 
have Branch teams 
selected at trials held at 
Parklea during the Eastern 


holidays. 

On three occasions dur- 
ing the year — the June 
long weekend, July school 
holidays and one other 
weekend, the teams will 
come into camp for train- 
ing and games against 
Youth League teams. 

The aim of the re- 
structuring is to reach 
more country players in an 
effort to improve the stan- 
dard of Soccer in the Coun- 
try, and at the same time 
give Country Coaches a 
chance to coach at a higher 
level, as it will be the 
Branch Coaches who will 
be coaching the teams 
under the supervision of 
the Regional Coach. 

At the end of the season 
a Country team will be 
selected from the four 
Branch teams for more 
games against Sydney and 
the ACT. 

Since the formation of 
the Country Reps, four 
years ago, the teams have 


achieved good results in 
games against teams from 
Sydney, ACT, Brisbane 
and Northern NSW. 

The aim of the Country 
Reps was to prepare the 
players for possible selec- 
tion in the State teams, and 
this was achieved in 1987 
when Michael Musitano 
(Griffith), Paul Cunning- 
ham (Forbes) and Andrew 
French (Central Coast) 
played their way into the 
NSW teams. 

The knowledge that 
these players and the other 
Country Rep players take 
back to their Association is 
used to help other players 
to gain extra skills. 

The task of organising 
this year’s program will be 
a difficult one, given the 
vast distances involved. 
However state officials are 
confident that this wilt be 
achieved, and the players 
will gain greater benefits 
from this program than in 
the past. 


= 


BACK ROW: Danny Himbrechts (coach), Scott Wheeler, Geoff McNamara, Dun- 
can Brown (Capt), Matthew Betts, Jason Lal, Eddie Barraric, David Neal, Lindsay °°°0"4 final for the year. 


Gosgrove (manager). FRONT ROW: Sam Bendeich, Ian Pattingale, John Harris, 


Darryl Smith, Richard Read, Michael Dagg, Fabian Lopez. 


The team won the 1987 tri-state tournament defeating APIA, ACT and Central 
Coast representing North NSW. 


WHEN the long, hard and gruelling Soccer season 
came to an end last year, most 16-year-old Soccer 
players headed straight for the beach to hopefully 
enjoy a long, hard and gruelling time chasing 


giris, sand and surf. 

But for  Apia-Leich- 
hardt’s John Cosentino his 
‘Summer holidays’ were 
spent in the cold winter of 
Northern Italy training 
with the Reserve Team of 
First Division glamour 
club Fiorentina. 

Described by Cosentino 
as an ‘unforgetable experi- 
ence’, the trip, along with 
$400 spending money, was 
awarded to him by the 
APIA Soccer Club for his 
exploits with the Under-16 
youth league team 
throughout the year. 

Despite his small stature 
— and the fact that he was 
training with people two 
and three years older than 
himself — Cosentino ac- 
quitted himself well. 

“The coach liked the 
way I played,” he said. 

“I was worried they 
might over-power me in 
skill but I ended up fitting 
in alright. 


“I just played my own 
style and if they liked it 
they liked it and if they 
didn’t bad luck. 

“I wasn't going to 
change my style for them. 
Lucky for me they liked 
ateee 

The Italian First Divi- 
sion is arguably the most 
exciting and glamorous 
competition in the world 
today. It is light years 
ahead of our own National 
League in Australia. 

However, according to 
Cosentino, the youth 
scene is a different story. 

“One of our youth 
teams could go over to 
Italy and give any of their 
youth teams a good run for 
their money, he said. 

“Their youth are not 
that crash hot. It is just the 
first graders that make 
Italy big.” 


Pride then fall 


Cosentino’s comments 
once again brings us back 
to the ongoing saga of how 
our Australian youth 
teams can match most 
countries in the world, but 
once the team reaches 
senior level they become 
known only as a Third 
World Soccer nation. 

However a disillusioned 
Cosentino was at times 
surprised at the attitude 
some of his teammates dis- 
played at training sessions. 

“Training is serious up 
to a point, but when it gets 
to a game situation they 
sort of muck around. They 
don’t try to impress. 

“Tt is as if they have 
already made it into the 
big-time. I thought they 
would be much more pro- 
fessional and skilful.” 

“Tt’s all tured into a 
hacking style over there 
now,” he continued. “For 
the things they get away 


L 


LIVERPOOL Albion’s high rolling U/10 Division 1 
team are facing the new year with one thing in 
mind — to win their third grand final. 

In their age group, this team has been the most consis- 
tent in the Southern Districts competition. As U/6’s and 
U/7’s, they won their premierships and in 1986, as minor 
premiers, were looking for the hat trick but were knocked 


out in the semi-finals. 


1987 saw the boys emerge again as minor premiers, 
only to lose the premiership 1-0 in a tight encounter with 
arch rivals Smithfield Hotspurs. 

The Southern Districts knockout grand final was their 


In another tight game, the boys were unable to put 


with over there, we would 
get sent off here!” 

When it comes to Aus- 
tralian Soccer, the Italians 
would not be able to talk 
for more than .10 seconds, 
as Cosentino found out on 
his trip. 

“They don't know much 
about Australian Soccer, 
but understand that Aus- 
tralia is young and still 
growing. They think that 
Australia is all bush and 
often ask if we have kan- 
garoos as pets in our back- 
yards.”” 

“They haven’t heard of 
any Australian clubs, only 
of Pat Cash.” 


Roos and Ruud 


Cosentino was amused 
at some of the antics his 
fellow team mates got up 
to at his expense. 

“IT scored a couple of 
goals during training and 
the coach made the com- 


John Cosentino’s Summer affair at 


ment: ‘Even a kangaroo 
can score goals!’, the play- 
ers then started jumping 
around like kangaroos. 

“Tt didn’t worry me that 
much because it’s just the 
way they act.” 

During his visit to Italy, 
Cosentino got to see many 
of the First Division clubs 
in action and was pnm- 
vileged to witness the 1987 
European Footballer of 
the Year, Ruud Gullitt, 
parade his skills for A.C. 
Milan. 

“He is a magic player. 
You have to see him live to 
appreciate how good he 
really is.” 

Inevitably Cosentino 
has come back a better 
player. He has a desire to 
return to Italy but for now 
he is concentrating on 
establishing himself as a 
regular member of the 
Under-19 APIA team. 

Consentino’s much — 
publicised ommision from 
the Australian Under-16 
team to compete in the 
World Youth Cup last year 
is still the biggest dis- 
appointment in his short 


verpool Albion Kids’ Ambition 


away those important early goals and went down 1-0 to 


Abruzzi. 


As minor premiers, the 9's were entered into the NSW 
Champions of Champions competition and eventually 
found themselves facing up to their third grand final for 


the year. 


Once again, those early goals could not be scored. 
Their very talented and very fast opposition, Winston 
Hills, finally took the game away 4-0. 

A disappointing finish to the year but these boys are not 
quitters and 1988 will again see them as a powerful force in 


the SDSFA competition. 


Hopefully, this year, with another grand final win 


under their belts. 


Fiorentina 


but distinguished career. 

He has now long got 
over that setback, and has 
his sights firmly set on the 
1991 World Youth Cup. 

Consentino is a model to 
any young Soccer player. 
His dedication, will to win, 


and determination to suc- 
ceed at whatever he 
attempts, makes him an 
ornament to the game. It is 
these characteristics that 
ensures that Consentino’ 
will go all the way in Aus- 
tralian Soccer. 


NSW FEDERATION 
OF SOCCER COACHES 


Friday February 26 
Guest Coach: David Lee 
TOPIC: IS THERE ANY 
EFFECTIVE TEENAGE COACHING? 
Seminar includes video presentation 
also AGM commencing 6.30pm sharp. 


VALENTINE PARK, PARKLEA 
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has oy 


~ League 


REAL Madrid — the 
name conjures up vi- 
sions of football of the 
very highest quality 
and a standard by 


which all teams are 
measured. A_ rever- 
ence; universal and 


unique, was bestowed 
upon the club whilst 
winning the first five 
European Champions’ 
Cups contested be- 
tween 1955 and 1960 


and remains _ intact 
today. 

BY PAUL MOON 
They claimed eleven 


Spanish domestic honors 
before 1955 and since 1960 
_have captured 16 Spanish 
titles, lifted 
another European Cham- 
pions’ Cup and won the 
UEFA Cup twice; yet 
whenever the name Real 
Madrid is mentioned, the 
mind of every football 
lover immediately focuses 
upon the “Golden Era” of 
the late 1950s. 

Real had been a Spanish 
Soccer institution long be- 
fore the European Cham- 
pions’ Cup got underway. 
Informally created in 1898 
as Madrid Football Club 
by a group of students 
based in the Spanish capi- 
tal, they were officially in- 
corporated four years later 
and, therefore, March 
1902 is generally regarded 
as the date of foundation. 

Madrid FC’s first coach 
was an Englishman named 


a bargain buy when inspir- 
ing the 1931-32 League 
Championship triumph — 
Real’s first major honor 
for fiteen years. A further 
league title and two Span- 
ish Club victories were 
added before the great 
goalkeeper retired in 1936. 


Slump 


The club then suffered a 
period of stagnation and, 
for a long bleak period 
were over-shadowed by 
their Government favored 
local rivals Athletico Mad- 
rid (then known as Avia- 
cion, backed financially by 
the Spanish Air Force and 
coached, during two Span- 
ish Championship winning 
campaigns, by Zamora), as 
well as Valencia, Athletic 
Bilbao, Barcelona, Seville 
and Espanol. 

For a considerable ti 
Real’s future looked dis- 
mal. They appeared to 
have lost all ambition, had 
little money and occupied 
a decrepit, 15,000 capacity 
stadium. 

The next, and greatest, 
turning point occured in 
1943 with the election of 
Santiago Bernabeu as club 
President. A former Real 
player (centre forward in 
the 1910s), manager, train- 
er, secretary and director, 
he certainly had their in- 
terests at heart — he also 
had immense ambition, 
energy and vision. 

Bernabeu immediately 
appealed to the football 
fans of Madrid for a loan 


e Real on the verge of another “Gol 


EMILIO BUTRAGUENO leaves a couple of Bilbao 


defenders in his wake. 


and they rsponded with an 


astonishing influx of funds. 


Most of the money was 
used to commence build- 
ing a new stadium, the rest 
on acquiring new players. 
The fans’ faith was 
quickly rewarded with 
Spanish Cup victories in 


1946 and 1947, but they re- 
mained hungry for the 
League title that had 
eluded them since 1933. 
The championship 
appeared very distant 
when Real flirted with re- 
legation during the 1947- 
48 season and eventually 


MICHEL (left) does his best to haul in the electrifying GARY LINEKER of 


Arthur Johnson. His en- 


thusiasm for Soccer was so 
great that he appeared in 
one game within a few 
hours of getting married! 

Apart from Johnson, 
the most notable figure in 
the club’s early history was 
Don Juan Padros Rubio — 
their original captain and 
president. Under Rubio’s 
guidance on and off the 
pitch, Madrid won the 
Central Regional Cham- 
pionship five times before 
1914. 

Success in this entitled 
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CER WEE! 


Madrid to challenge the 
country’s other regional 
league winners for the 
Spanish Cup, which they 
captured in 1905, 1906, 
1907 and 1908. 

Although Athletic Bil- 
bao won the Spanish Cup 
(then the only major 
domestic competition) on 
more occasions than them 
during the century’s first 
two decades, Madrid 
immense 


quickly gained 


Barcelona. 


popularity amongst Soccer 
enthusiasts in their home 
city. One of the more fer- 
vent of them was King 
Alfonso XIII and he bes- 
towed the name Real 
(“Royal”) upon the club in 
1920. 

Real Madrid were 
founder members when 
the Spanish League com- 
menced in 1928, but con- 
ceded superiority in the 
first campign to CF Barce- 


lona, which had just be- 
come the first Hispanic 
club to adopt profes- 
sionalism. 

Real themselves turned 
professional in 1929 and, a 
year later, confirmed their 
ambition by signing the 
legendary Ricardo 
Zamora for $3,750 (then a 
world record transfer fee 
for a goalkeeper) from 
Espanol. 

Zamora proved himself 


carried off 
the English 
Champion- 
ship trophy 
— 1967. The 
following 
season they 
went on to 
win the 
European 
Cup — ten 
years after 
the tragic 
Munich air 
disaster, 
where the 
brilliant 
‘*Busby 
Babes’’ 
perished. 30 
years on ad 
Arsenal 
have knock- 
ed them out 
of the FA 
Cup, 2-1 in 
the 5th 
round. 


GROWN men wept silently in 
Manchester yesterday as they 
stood in remembrance of the day, 
30 years before, when the brilliant 
young team known as the “Busby 
Babes” perished in the Munich 
alr disaster. 


The men — and some women and 


trophe often described as British 
sport’s greatest disaster. 

Eight Manchster United players 
were among the 23 people killed when 
a British European Airways twin-en- 
gined Elizabethan crashed in its failed 
third attmept at take-off from Munich 
airport at 4.03 on the afternoon of 
February 6,1958. 

The dead players included three 
who were certainties for England’s 
1958 World Cup squad — left back 
Roger Byrne, left half Duncan Ed- 
wards and centre forward Tommy 
Taylor — and many others gifted 
enough to have been revered as play- 
ers capable fo ending Real Madrid’s 
domination of the European Cup. 


Edwards was only 21, but had 
already been recognised as England’s 
greatest footballer. 

He, and the team he inspired, were 
so good that Bobby Charlton, who sur- 
vived the crash and went on to become 
European Footballer of the Year in 
1966 and to win 106 caps for England, 
could not be guaranteed a regular 
place. 

United, the first English team to 
play in the European Cup, were on 
their way back from a quarter-final tie 
in Belgrade where they had drawn 3-3 
with Red Star to seal a 5-4 aggregate 


win and a semi-final clash with AC 
Milan. 

Matt Bushy, now Sir Matt, was the 
manager who created the team by 
bringing together the finest collection 
of young players ever known at one 
English club. 

United won the English Youth Cup 
five times in succession up to 1958 and 
would have won it again but their most 


The last children who felt a share of their loss — prized young assets were pressed into 
time the Stood ina minute's silence before Man- the first team after the disaster and the 
great Man- Chester United’s 1-0 English first divi- youth side was knocked out in the 
chester Un- sion win over Coventry and recalled semi-finals. 

ited club Prvate feelings of grief at a catas- Of his pre-Munich team, Busby 


said: “I felt I was in a position where I 
could have sat back for 10 years while 
the team played. 

“It was that good. I used to go to 
grounds hoping the other team would 
score an early goal to start us off and 
get us playing at our best.” 

Busby, now president of Manches- 
ter United, and Charlton, now a di- 
rector, shared a magical hour in 1968 
when United beat Portugal’s Benefica 
4-1 to become the first English club to 
win the European Cup. 

With George Best and Denis Law, 
Charlton helped turn United into one 
of the most exciting and entertaining 
teams in the world before the advent of 
pragmatic tactics and defensive play. 

Having establish such a reputation, 
Busby, Charlton and the other survi- 
vors of Munich, who were invited to 
Old Trafford yesterday, could be for- 
given if they failed to feel impressed by 
the modern Manchester United which 
laboured to a narrow win. 

A fourth-minute goal by Liam 
O’Brian kept them in third position 
and 15 points behind the runaway lead- 
ers, Liverpool — unexpectedly held 
0-0 at home by West Ham — but there 
was little to celebrate and the tears for 
old friends were also shed for lost 
glory, panache and spirit of their sport. 


den Era’? 


pene ere a 


finished a dispiriting 11th. 
Consolation came with the 
completion, early in that 
campaign, of the first stage 
of their new 100,000 capac- 
ity home; eventually to be 


named the Bernabeu 


Stadium. 


Real’s task was now to 
build a team worthy of this 
superb arena. Their first 
major acquisition came in 
1948, when locally . born 
Miguel Munoz, a power- 
house of a right half, 
joined them from Celta de 
Vigo. 


The Start 


It wasn’t until 1953 
thought that the greatest 
club team in history began 
to assume shape. In that 
year, the  ultra-gifted 
Argentinian deep laying 
centre forward Alfredo di 
Stefano came to Real from 
Millionarios of Colombia, 
flying winger Francisco 
Gento from Santander and 
Argentinian schemer Hec- 
tor Rial from Uruguay’s 
Nacional. 


In 1954, the first Spanish 
League trophy for 20 sea- 
sons came into Real’s pos- 
session, the following year 
brought another League 
Championshi and the 
Latin Cup (Europe’s most 
important club competi- 
tion at the time). Then, the 
whole of the continent was 
conquered. 


For five years, Real 
strode stop European 
football.. Both Di Stefano 


and Gento participated in 
all the Champions’ Cup 
successes between 1955 
and 1960 and also the first 
World Cup Championship 
gained in the latter year. 
Rial accumulated four 
Champions’ Cup Winners’ 
medals, Munoz won two 
and, in addition, coached 
the team during their fifth 
triumphant campaign. 


Through that epic half 
decade, a galaxy of stars 
were recruited to comple- 
ment those already on Ber- 
nabeu’s payroll. The best 
remembered of these are 
Jose Santamaria (Uru- 
guay), Raymond Kopa 
(France), Ferenc Puskas 
(Hungary), Luis Del Sol 
(Spain) and Didi (Brazil). 


Di Stefano, however, 
remained the architect of 
Real’s domination. The 
“Blond Arrow” scored 36 
goals in 35 Champions” 
Cup games, twice won the 
accolade of European 
Footballer of the Year and 
acquired a stature within 
the game that only Pele has 
subsequently matched. 


Real's 7-3 demolition of 
Eintracht Frankfurt in the 
1959-60 European Cham- 
pions’ Cup Final at Hamp- 
den Park is widely 
acclaimed as one of the 
greatest games of football 
ever played. It also pro- 
vided the greatest club side 
ever with an appropriate 
swan song. 


They were never quite 
the same again. As Di Ste- 
fano entered the twilight of 
his brilliant career, Real 
began a slow decline. He 
had moved to Espanol 
when Real won the 1965- 
66 Champions’ Cup, de- 
spite being only a shadow 
of their former self. 


Since that time, Real 
have won 16 major domes- 
tic honors and featured in 
five European finals, they 
have fielded players of the 
calibre of Amancio, Gun- 
ter Netzer, Ule Stielike, 
Paul Breitner and Johnny 
Metgod, but only now are 
there signs that a side 
worthy of comparison with 
Di Stefano and co. is being 
moulded. 


Such has been the bril- 
liance of Real during the 
1987-88 season that many 
experts (Gento prominent 
among them) have dared to 
declare that a second gol- 
den era is now underway. 
Maradona’s Napoli and 
holders Porto were im- 
pressively cast aside in 
early rounds of the current 
Champions’s Cup cam- 
paign, English Champions 
Everton destroyed 6-1 in a 
friendly and the Spanish 
first division title already 
appears a mere formality. 


More than once in re- 
cent years, Real appeared 
set to evolve into a team of 
rare distinction but de- 
veloped a sad vulnerability 
away from home. Bayern 
Munich enterprisingly ex- 
ploited this last April when 
winning the first leg of 
their European Cham- 
pions’ Cup clash 4-1. 

That Achilles heel 
appears to have been re- 
medied and the Real of 
1988 possess sufficient re- 
silience and polish to con- 
vince many that they are 
destined to be the next true 
giants of European foot- 
ball. 


Testing Time 


Just how viable their 
credentials are will be- 
come apparent on the 
morning of March 3rd 
(Australian time), when 
the Spanish Champions 
again venture into deepest 
Bavaria to take on Bayern 
— Bundesliga winners for 
the past three years, 
Champions’ Cup runners- 
up last May and a side that 
obviously believes them- 
selves capable of beating 
anyone, 

Unlike that sporting ex- 
travaganza staged in the 
United States recently, 
this heavyweight clash 
should go the distance and 
produce a narrow “point 
winner”. 


The current players 


FRANCISCO BUYO: Since making his senior in- 
ternational debut for Spain in the 12-1 rout. of Malta in 
December, 1983 he has served as understudy to first Luis 
Arconada and now Andoni Zubizarreta as the country’s 
top goalkeeper. Previously played for RCD La Coruna 
and Sevilla. 


AGUSTIN RODRIGUEZ: Goalkeeper whose incon- 
sistency has restricted his first team appearances for Real 
to spasmodic sequences, despite having represented 
Spain at youth, under 21, under 23 and Olympic levels. A 
product of Real’s youth system. 


MIGUEL CHENDO: Competent young defender who 
joined Real from their junior club, Castilla, in 1983. An 
expert at man-to-man marking, he subdued Maradona 
during the European Champions’ Cup tie with Napoli. 
Like Buyo, Sanchis, Gordillo, Butragueno, Tendillo and 
Michel, he is a current member of the Spanish senior 
international squad. 

JESUS ANGEL SOLANA: Young defender who has 
been given an extensive run in Real’s first team this sea- 
son. Like other squad members, Sanchis, Llorente and 
Gallego, was a member of Spain’s European under 21 
Championship winning side in 1986. 

MILAN JANKOVIC: Attacking midfielder, transfer- 
red from Red Star Belgrade to replace hepatitis victim 
Jorge Valdano last year. A late developer, he made his 
senior international debut for Yugoslavia in 1986 — when 
27. 


MIGUEL TENDILLIO: Defender who has been in and 
out of the Spanish senior national side since making his 
debut for it in 1980. Made name with Valencia, but joined 
Real from Murcia last year for a $1,600,000 transfer fee. 


MANUEL SANCHIS: A young utility defender, he has 
emulated his father, also named Manuel Sanchis, who 
played for Real and Spain in the 1960s. A recruit from 
nursery side Castilla in 1984. 


RAFAEL GORDILLO: Veteran left back who can also 
play in midfield, he has over 70 senior international 
appearances to his credit. Transferred to Real from Real 
Betis for $2,400,000 in 1985. 


EMILIO BUTRAGUENO: Striker who gained everlas- 
ting vame when scoring four goals in the 1986 World Cup 
finals agaisnt Denmark. Nicknamed “‘The Vulture’’, he is 
reputed to earn $730,000 per year with Real. Twice the 
winner of the Young European Footballer of the Year 
award. Moved up from Castilla in 1983. 


MICHEL: Another product of Castilla, Michel, or 
Miguel Gonzalez, played for Spain in the 1984 European 
under 21 Championship Final and graduated to his coun- 
try’s senior selection in 1986 — playing in that year’s 
World Cup finals. Potentially, one of Europe’s greatest 
midfielders. 


CARLOS SANTILLANA: The elder statesman of 
Spanish football, he has led Real’s attack for 17 years, was 
an international between 1974 and 1986 and bounced 
back from numerous serious injuries. Despite being only 
of average height, his ability in the air is awesome. Joined 
Real from Santander in 1971. 


PACO LLORENTE: Nephew of Francisco Gento; 
legendary figure from Real’s glory days in the 1950s, in 
he, like his uncle, a devastating winger. Cost Real a re- 
latively modest $670,000 when bought from Athletico 
Madrid last year, due to a maximum transfer fee clause 
being included in his contract. 


RICARDO GALLEGO: Cultured mifielder who has 
played up fron and occasionally as a sweeper, he joined 
Real from Castilla in 1980 and made senior international 
debut for Spain two years later against Scotland. Played 
with distinction in the 1982 and 1986 World Cup finals and 
the 1984 European Champions finals. 


JOSE CAMACHO: Veteran, tough-tackling left back 
and exponent of man to man marking, he has won over 70 
senior international caps for Spain, despite being out of 
action for long periods through injury. For thirteen years, 
has been a regular in the first team of Real — his only 
senior club. 


MARTIN VASQUEZ: Yet another recruit from Castil- 
la; graduating to Real in 1983. Very confident and com- 
posed in midfield, he has been likened to former Spanish 
great Luis Suarez. Originally a winger. 


HUGO SANCHEZ: The Spanish first division’s leading 
goalscorer for three consecutive seasons and a national 
hero in his native Mexico. He cost Real $3,200,000 when 
moving from Athletico Madrid in 1985 — four years after 
helping original club UNAM win the Inter-American 
Cup and nine years after representing Mexico (when 16) in 
the Olympic finals. 


BERNADINO MINO: Defender, often brought on as a 
tactical substitution. He joined Real from Sporting Gijon 
in 1986. 


LEO BEENHAKKER (COACH): Dutchman whose 
playing career saw him serve with Xerxes, Zwartwit 28 
and Excelsior Rotterdam was terminated by injury when 
28. He subsequently coached Veendam, Go Ahead 
Eagles, Deventer Feyenoord, Ajax, Real Zaragoza, 
Volendam and the Dutch national side before accepting 
his current position with Real in 1986. Has guided both 
Real and Ajax to league titles. 


THE 
STORY OF THE 
WORLD CUP °°“ 


URUGUAY 1930 TO MEXICO 1986 


50 years of spectacular sports action of the greatest game of them all. 


Superb profiles of stars like PELE and DIEGO MARADONA, portraits of 
team managers like HELMUT SCHOEN and CESAR LUIS MENOTTI, 
behind the scenes discussions with referees like CLIVE THOMAS of 
Wales and ARNOLD CUELHO of Brazil. 
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The History of 
The Greatest Competition 
in The World 
Narrated by 
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Please forward ... copies of ‘The Story of The World Cup’ 
video/s at $39.00 each plus $3.00 post and handling. 


Please tick VHS BETA 


1 enclose my cheque/money order for $ 
credit card 


MASTER CARD [TT TITTITIITIIITIT) 
VISA 


BANKCARD 


or charge my 


Expiry date 


THE SUN Britain's biggest 

selling newspaper said, 

“A WORLD CUP CRACKER 
=» — A MUST FOR FANS OF 

THIS IS EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE ALL AGES 

TO READERS OF THE ASW — WORLDWIDE" 
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